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Pastor Rachel’s contact information: stjohnspastorrachel@gmail.com 
cell phone (910) 515-0897 

The Bell Tower— Ministry News 

 

Our tithes and offerings are an important part of our faith journey. 
Electronic offerings may be given through GIVELIFY. You may also 
go to our website: www.stjohnswalhalla.org  and  access the secure 
giving button.  

We invite you to join our worship next Sunday, Oct. 25, as we 

celebrate Reformation Sunday.  By the end of the seventeenth 

century, many Lutheran churches celebrated a festival 
commemorating Martin Luther’s posting of the Ninety-Five Theses, 
a summary of the abuses in the church of his time. At the heart of the 

reform movement was the gospel, the good news that it is by  
grace through faith that we are justified and set free. 

 

              Worship at Biggerstaff at 9:30AM 
Worship at St. John’s at 11AM.   

You are invited to wear red. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
301 W. Main Street   Walhalla, SC   (864)638-6363 

Email:  stjohnsluther@gmail.com        Website:  stjohnswalhalla.org  
Facebook — St. John’s Lutheran, Walhalla 

 

Please keep the family of Al Pittman in your prayer as they grieve the 
loss of Jean on Monday, September 28. The family will gather for a 
private memorial today at 3pm in St. John’s. The service will be  
live-streamed on our Facebook page at St. John’s Lutheran, Walhalla.  

   

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, ELCA 
Walhalla, South Carolina 

11 am  Worship  Service 
 

20th Sunday after Pentecost  ~  October 18, 2020 

Welcome back to Worship at St. John’s!  
We are glad that you are with us today as we worship our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Life continues to “look different” than normal as we are taking precautions to keep          
everyone safe. Below are details about how we will share in our worship together. 

 

1. Our worship will be an abbreviated form of Service of Word with Holy Communion.  

2. Masks must be worn at all times while in the church. 

3. Seating will be on every other pew — and we ask that you sit with your family members or 

with those you rode to church with. Seating in the pews will limited to 60 persons.  

4. Hands should be sanitized upon entrance to the building. 

5. Please follow the direction of ushers and staff as you enter through the Church Street door. 

6. Communion will be celebrated in the pews using prefilled Communion/Fellowship cups. 

7. Offering can be given in the baskets provided at the front of the church before and after wor-

ship. The offering plates will not be passed during worship. 

8. The fellowship hall will be closed. 

9. As worship concludes, we ask that you move directly outside and avoid lingering to visit. 

10.  If you have any questions, please speak to an usher, staff member, or Pastor Rachel. 
 

+++ Please be courteous and respectful.  Please turn off all electronic devices during worship .+++ 
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October 18, 2020   ~    20th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine purposes. 
When the Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what belongs  
to him and to God what belongs to God. To gather for worship reminds us that our  

ultimate allegiance is to God rather than to any earthly authority. Created in the image  
of God, we offer our entire selves in the service of God and for the sake of the world. 

 

WE GATHER 
 

PRELUDE             
 

WELCOME AND MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of 
creation.   Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

You may remain seated or kneel for the Confession 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P  Faithful God,  
C  have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free  
ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass  
judgment on one another before examining ourselves. We place our own needs  
before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make us 
humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Faithful God, God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and 
resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins 

are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and 
newness to do God’s work in the world. 
Amen. 
 

THE GREETING 
P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  
Spirit be with you all. C And also with you. 
 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P  Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your  
image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is 
yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 
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Serving Today 
 
          

Pastor: The Rev. Dr. Rachel Connelly 
Assisting Minister: Jan Long 
Musician: Becky Nixon  
Door Greeter: Duane Carlson 
Entry Ushers: Bill and Ann Brackett 
Ushers: Joan Lewis, Brenda Safrit 
Technology: Mike Goyne and Brock Raab 
Altar Guild: Diane Rawlins 

 
 

 
St. John’ s Staff 

 
The Reverend Dr. Rachel Connelly, Pastor 

Tom Ward, Congregational President       
               Andrea Carlson, Administrative Assistant                           

Joan Lewis, Spiritual Gifts Coordinator  
Ray Burroughs,  Biggerstaff Resident Director 

Judi Matalik, SJ Preschool Director   
Patty Shepard, Youth Director 

Tiffany Chapman, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
 

Appointed by Congregation Council 

Chuck Rawlins, Treasurer 
Mark McLean, Financial Secretary 

 

Frances Devoe, Handbell Choir Director 
Greg Harris, Cemetery Coordinator                                                     
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THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A   Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your 
good creation.  Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and 
drink, and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread of 
life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C  Amen. 
 

THE MEAL 
 

Upon entering worship today you were given a communion/fellowship cup. As the pastor 
shares in the Words of Institution and consecrates the elements, you will be invited to       

peel back the seal on the cup and partake of the bread and wine. 
 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE PARTAKING OF COMMUNION 
  
THE LORD’S PRAYER       
 
THE PASTORAL BLESSING 
 
THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
A  Let us pray. We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with 
food beyond compare, the body and blood of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished 
and forgiven, into your beloved vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and 
thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and        
forever. 
C  Amen 
 

SENDING 
 

THE BLESSING 

P  Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of 
truth and life. 
Amen. 
                                                                                                                                                                        

DISMISSAL 
A  Go in peace. Remember the poor.      
C  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
* * * 
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YOUTH AND CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                   
 
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 45:1-7 
The prophet announces that Cyrus the Persian emperor is the one the Lord has    
anointed to end Israel’s exile. The Lord makes this choice so that the whole world will 
recognize this Lord as the only God. Persia had a god of light and a god of darkness; 
the Lord claims sovereignty over both light and darkness. 

 1Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped to  
     subdue nations before  Him and strip kings of their robes, to open doors before  
     him—and the gates shall not be closed: 
 2I will go before you and level the mountains, I will break in pieces the doors of  
     bronze and cut through the bars of iron, 
 3I will give you the treasures of darkness and riches hidden in secret places, so that 
     you may know that it is I, the Lord, the God of Israel, who call you by your name.  
   4For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you by your name, I  
     surname you, though you do not know me. 
 5I am the Lord, and there is no other; besides me there is no god. I arm you, though  
     you do not know me, 
 6so that they may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is no  
     one besides me; I am the Lord, and there is no other.  
 7I form light and create darkness, I make weal and create woe; I the Lord do all these 
     things. 
 
PSALM 96:1-10  Read Responsively 
 1Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
 2Sing to the Lord, bless the name of the Lord; proclaim God’s salvation from  
     day to day. 
 3Declare God’s glory among the nations and God’s wonders among all peoples. 
 4For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised, more to be feared than all gods.  
 5As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; but you, O Lord, have made the 
     heavens. 
 6Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; power and splendor are in  
     your sanctuary. 
 7Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples, ascribe to the Lord honor and  
     power. 
 8Ascribe to the Lord the honor due the holy name; bring offerings and enter the 
     courts of the Lord.  
 9Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; tremble before the Lord, all the earth. 
   10Tell it out among the nations: “The Lord is king! The one who made the world  
      so firm that it cannot be moved will judge the peoples with equity.” 
  



 4 

 

THE NEW TESTAMENT READING:  1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul gives pastoral encouragement and 
reassurances to new Christians living in an antagonistic environment. Their commitment 
of faith, love, and hope makes them a model for other new Christian communities. 
1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 
  2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers,           
constantly 3remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love 
and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers and sisters    
beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 5because our message of the gospel came to you 
not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as 
you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. 6And you be-
came imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with 
joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an example to all the believers in        
Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only 
in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that 
we have no need to speak about it. 9For the people of those regions report about us what 
kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a  
living and true God, 10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the 
dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 
 
A  The Word of the Lord.  C  Thanks be to God. 
 
   Please stand  as you are able for the reading of the Gospel. 
 
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (spoken)                                                                        
“Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia” 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO St. Matthew 22:15-22 
C  “Glory to you, O Lord.”   

After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with questions. 
First they ask if God’s people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like Caesar. 
15Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16So they sent their 
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, 
and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you 
do not regard people with partiality. 17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes 
to the emperor, or not?” 18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me 
to the test, you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a 
denarius. 20Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” 21They answered, 
“The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are 
the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 22When they heard this, they were 
amazed; and they left him and went away. 
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P  The Gospel of the Lord.    C  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                                                                  The Reverend Dr. Rachel Connelly 

 

HYMN OF RESPONSE  (Hum along or Sing in your heart) — “We Give Thee But Thine Own” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED        
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his  only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of 
the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate and 
was  
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose 
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the  
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and  the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH     
                After each petition of  prayer—Hear us O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
 

THE PEACE (shared in place) 
P  The peace of Christ be with you always.  C And also with you.  
 
 

THE OFFERINGS 
Our tithes and gifts are being received in baskets near the front and side doors. Thank you 
for placing your offerings in these receptacles upon entering or leaving the church today. 
 
 

We Give Thee but Thine Own 
 

1 We give thee but thine own, 
 whate'er the gift may be; 
 all that we have is thine alone, 
 a trust, O Lord, from thee. 
 
 

2 May we thy bounties thus 
 as stewards true receive, 
 and gladly, as thou blessest us, 
 to thee our firstfruits give. 
 

 
3 The captive to release, 
 to God the lost to bring, 
 to teach the way of life and peace— 
 it is a Christlike thing. 
 
 

4 And we believe thy word, 
 though dim our faith may be: 
 whate'er we do for thine, O Lord, 
 we do it unto thee. 
 

Text: William W. How, 1823-1897, alt. 


