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Pastor Rachel’s contact information: stjohnspastorrachel@gmail.com 
cell phone (910) 515-0897 

The Bell Tower— Ministry News 

 

Our tithes and offerings are an important part of our faith journey. 
Electronic offerings may be given through GIVELIFY. You may also 
go to our website: www.stjohnswalhalla.org  and  access the secure 
giving button.  

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
301 W. Main Street   Walhalla, SC   (864)638-6363 

Email:  stjohnsluther@gmail.com        Website:  stjohnswalhalla.org  
Facebook — St. John’s Lutheran, Walhalla 

 

   

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, ELCA 
Walhalla, South Carolina 

11 am  Worship  Service 
 

Reformation Sunday ~  October 25, 2020 

Welcome back to Worship at St. John’s!  
We are glad that you are with us today as we worship our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Life continues to “look different” than normal as we are taking precautions to keep          
everyone safe. Below are details about how we will share in our worship together. 

 

1. Our worship will be an abbreviated form of Service of Word with Holy Communion.  

2. Masks must be worn at all times while in the church. 

3. Seating will be on every other pew — and we ask that you sit with your family members or 

with those you rode to church with. Seating in the pews will limited to 60 persons.  

4. Hands should be sanitized upon entrance to the building. 

5. Please follow the direction of ushers and staff as you enter through the Church Street door. 

6. Communion will be celebrated in the pews using prefilled Communion/Fellowship cups. 

7. Offering can be given in the baskets provided at the front of the church before and after wor-

ship. The offering plates will not be passed during worship. 

8. The fellowship hall will be closed. 

9. As worship concludes, we ask that you move directly outside and avoid lingering to visit. 

10.  If you have any questions, please speak to an usher, staff member, or Pastor Rachel. 
 

+++ Please be courteous and respectful.  Please turn off all electronic devices during worship .+++ 
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October 25, 2020   ~    Reformation Sunday 
 

 
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed       
in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the     
good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-

transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

 

WE GATHER 
 

PRELUDE             
 

WELCOME AND MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of 
creation.  Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

You may remain seated or kneel for the Confession 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P  Faithful God,  
C  have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free  
ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass  
judgment on one another before examining ourselves. We place our own needs  
before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make us 
humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Faithful God, God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and 
resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins 

are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and 
newness to do God’s work in the world. 
Amen. 
 

THE GREETING 
P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  
Spirit be with you all. C And also with you. 
 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P  Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your  
image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is 
yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 
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Serving Today 
 
          

Pastor: The Rev. Dr. Rachel Connelly 
Assisting Minister: Andrea Carlson 
Musician: Pastor Gary Safrit 
Door Greeter: Duane Carlson 
Sacristy Ushers: Lynne and Jack Williams 
Ushers: Joan Lewis and Debra Blackmore 
Technology: Mike Goyne and Brock Raab 
Altar Guild: Diane Rawlins 

 
 

 

St. John’ s Staff 
 

The Reverend Dr. Rachel Connelly, Pastor 
Tom Ward, Congregational President       

               Andrea Carlson, Administrative Assistant                           
Joan Lewis, Spiritual Gifts Coordinator  

Ray Burroughs,  Biggerstaff Resident Director 
Judi Matalik, SJ Preschool Director   

Patty Shepard, Youth Director 
Tiffany Chapman, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

 

Appointed by Congregation Council 

Chuck Rawlins, Treasurer 
Mark McLean, Financial Secretary 

 

Frances Devoe, Handbell Choir Director 
Greg Harris, Cemetery Coordinator                                                     
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THE PASTORAL BLESSING 
 
THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
A  Let us pray. We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with 
food beyond compare, the body and blood of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished 
and forgiven, into your beloved vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and 
thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now   
and forever. 
C  Amen 
 

SENDING 
 
 

THE BLESSING 

P  Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of 
truth and life. 
Amen. 
                                                                                                                                                                        

DISMISSAL 
A  Go in peace. Remember the poor.      
C  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
* * * 
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YOUTH AND CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                   
 
FIRST READING:  Jeremiah 31:31-34 
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the 
people to live upright lives. To know the LORD means that one will defend the cause of 
the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because the 
LORD will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets. 
31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with 
their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33But this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will 
put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, 
“Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, 
says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 
PSALM 46 
The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. (Ps. 46:7) 

 1God is our ref- | uge and strength, 
  a very present | help in trouble. 
 2Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved, 
  and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea; 
 3though its waters | rage and foam, 
  and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult. 
 4There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God, 
  the holy habitation of | the Most High. 
 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken; 
  God shall help it at the | break of day. 
 6The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake; 
  God speaks, and the earth | melts away.  
 7The Lord of | hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 
 8Come now, regard the works | of the Lord, 
  what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth; 
 9behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world; 
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the | shields with fire. 
 10“Be still, then, and know that | I am God; 
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted | in the earth.” 
 11The Lord of | hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.  
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THE NEW TESTAMENT READING:  Romans 3:19-28 
Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation 
leaders. No human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We 
are brought into a right relationship with God through the divine activity centered in 
Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith 
in Jesus Christ. 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so 
that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to 
God. 20For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, 
for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
  21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested 
by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all 
who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through 
faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had 
passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he 
himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 
  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, 
but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works 
prescribed by the law. 
 
A  The Word of the Lord.  C  Thanks be to God. 
 

   Please stand  as you are able for the reading of the Gospel. 
 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (spoken)                                                                        
“Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia” 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO John 8:31-36 
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He re-
veals the truth that sets people free from sin. 
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are tru-
ly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They 
answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. 
What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”  34Jesus answered them, “Very 
truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a 
permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes 
you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 
P  The Gospel of the Lord.    C  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON                                                                  The Reverend Dr. Rachel Connelly 
 

HYMN OF RESPONSE  (Hum along or Sing in your heart) — “A Mighty Fortress” 
 

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A   Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of 
your good creation. Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food 
and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the 
bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C  Amen. 
 

THE MEAL 
 

Upon entering worship today you were given a communion/fellowship cup. As the pastor 
shares in the Words of Institution and consecrates the elements, you will be invited to       

peel back the seal on the cup and partake of the bread and wine. 
 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE PARTAKING OF COMMUNION 
  
THE LORD’S PRAYER       

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
 a sword and shield victorious; 
 he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod 
 and wins salvation glorious. 
 The old satanic foe 

 has sworn to work us woe! 
 With craft and dreadful might  
 he arms himself to fight. 
 On earth he has no equal. 
 

2 No strength of ours can match his might! 
 We would be lost, rejected. 
 But now a champion comes to fight, 
 whom God himself elected. 
 You ask who this may be? 
 The Lord of hosts is he! 
 Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 
 God's only Son, adored. 
 He holds the field victorious. 
 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg 

Fortress. 

3 Though hordes of devils fill the land 
 all threat'ning to devour us, 
 we tremble not, unmoved we stand; 
 they cannot overpow'r us. 
 Let this world's tyrant rage; 
 in battle we'll engage! 
 His might is doomed to fail; 
 God's judgment must prevail! 
 One little word subdues him. 
 

4 God's Word forever shall abide, 
 no thanks to foes, who fear it; 
 for God himself fights by our side 
 with weapons of the Spirit. 
 Were they to take our house, 
 goods, honor, child, or spouse, 
 though life be wrenched away, 
 they cannot win the day. 
 The kingdom's ours forever! 
 

 


