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Pastor Rachel’s contact information: stjohnspastorrachel@gmail.com 
cell phone (910) 515-0897 

Serving Today 
          

Pastor: The Rev. Dr. Rachel Connelly 
Assisting Minister: Ann Brackett 
Musician: Grace Lichtenwald 
Door Greeter: Duane Carlson 
Greeters:  Shonda Mahler, Libby McLean 
Technology: Mike Goyne  
Altar Guild: Beverly Hardin 

 
 

 St. John’ s Staff 
 

The Reverend Dr. Rachel Connelly, Pastor 
Jan Long, Congregational President       

               Andrea Carlson, Administrative Assistant                           
Joan Lewis, Spiritual Gifts Coordinator  

Ray Burroughs,  Biggerstaff Resident Director 
Judi Matalik, SJ Preschool Director   

Patty Shepard, Youth Director 
Tiffany Chapman, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

 

Appointed by Congregation Council 

Chuck Rawlins, Treasurer 
Mark McLean, Financial Secretary 

 

Frances Devoe, Handbell Choir Director 
Greg Harris, Cemetery Coordinator                                                     

 

Our tithes and offerings are an important part of our faith journey. 
Electronic offerings may be given through GIVELIFY. You may also 
go to our website: www.stjohnswalhalla.org  and  access the secure 
giving button.  

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
301 W. Main Street   Walhalla, SC   (864)638-6363 

Email:  stjohnsluther@gmail.com        Website:  stjohnswalhalla.org  
Facebook — St. John’s Lutheran, Walhalla 

 

   

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, ELCA 
Walhalla, South Carolina 

11 am  Worship  Service 
 

First Sunday in Lent  ~  February 21, 2021 

Welcome back to Worship at St. John’s!  
We are glad that you are with us today as we worship our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Life continues to “look different” than normal as we are taking precautions to keep          
everyone safe. Below are details about how we will share in our worship together. 

 

1. Our worship will be an abbreviated form of Service of Word with Holy Communion.  

2. Masks must be worn at all times while in the church. 

3. Seating will be on every other pew — and we ask that you sit with your family members or 

with those you rode to church with. Seating in the pews will limited to 60 persons.  

4. Hands should be sanitized upon entrance to the building. 

5. Please follow the direction of ushers and staff as you enter through the Church Street door. 

6. Communion will be celebrated in the pews using prefilled Communion/Fellowship cups. 

7. Offering can be given in the baskets provided at the front of the church before and after wor-

ship. The offering plates will not be passed during worship. 

8. The fellowship hall will be closed. 

9. As worship concludes, we ask that you move directly outside and avoid lingering to visit. 

10.  If you have any questions, please speak to an usher, staff member, or Pastor Rachel. 
 

+++ Please be courteous and respectful.  Please turn off all electronic devices during worship .+++ 
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February 21, 2021   ~    First Sunday in Lent 
 

On Ash Wednesday the church began its journey toward baptismal immersion in the 
death and resurrection of Christ. This year, the Sundays in Lent lead us to focus on five 
covenants God makes in the Hebrew Scriptures and to use them as lenses through which 
to view baptism. First Peter connects the way God saved Noah’s family in the flood with 
the way God saves us through the water of baptism. The baptismal covenant is made 
with us individually, but the new life we are given in baptism is for the sake of the whole 
world. 

WE GATHER 
 

PRELUDE   
 
WELCOME AND MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS  
  
OPENING HYMN:                           

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of stead-
fast love, our rock and our redeemer.  Amen. 

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God  
 
1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
 a sword and shield victorious; 
 he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod 
 and wins salvation glorious. 
 The old satanic foe 

 has sworn to work us woe! 
 With craft and dreadful might  
 he arms himself to fight. 
 On earth he has no equal. 
 
2 No strength of ours can match his might! 
 We would be lost, rejected. 
 But now a champion comes to fight, 
 whom God himself elected. 
 You ask who this may be? 
 The Lord of hosts is he! 
 Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 
 God's only Son, adored. 
 He holds the field victorious. 
 

 
3 Though hordes of devils fill the land 
 all threat'ning to devour us, 
 we tremble not, unmoved we stand; 
 they cannot overpow'r us. 
 Let this world's tyrant rage; 
 in battle we'll engage! 
 His might is doomed to fail; 
 God's judgment must prevail! 
 One little word subdues him. 
 
4 God's Word forever shall abide, 
 no thanks to foes, who fear it; 
 for God himself fights by our side 
 with weapons of the Spirit. 
 Were they to take our house, 
 goods, honor, child, or spouse, 
 though life be wrenched away, 
 they cannot win the day. 

 The kingdom's ours forever! 
 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg 
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THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
A  Let us pray. God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body 
for the sake of the world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness 
to the love that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C  Amen 
 

SENDING 
 

THE BLESSING 
P  You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as 
holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩ that you may be a 
blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG 

 

DISMISSAL 
A  Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 

+++++ 
 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26326.New Revised Standard Version 
Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Music permission 
CCLI, Christian Copyright Licensing International  #11166774. 
 

Lead Me, Guide Me 
 
Chorus 
Lead me, guide me along the way, 
For if you lead me I cannot stray. 
Lord let me walk each day with Thee. 
Lead me, oh Lord lead me.  
 
I am weak and I need thy strength and power 
To help me over my weakest hour 
Lead me through the darkness thy face to see 
Lead me oh lord lead me  Chorus 

 
Help me tread in the paths of righteousness. 
Be my aid when Satan and sin oppress. 
I am putting all my trust in Thee: 
Lead me, oh Lord lead me. Chorus 
 
I am lost if you take your hand from me, 
I am blind without Thy light to see. 
Lord just always to me thy servant be, 
Lead me, oh Lord lead me.   Chorus 

 
Text: Doris Akers, 1922-1995 
Music: Doris Akers 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED        
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his  only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of 
the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate and 
was  
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose 
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the  
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and  the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH     
                After each petition of  prayer—Hear us O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
 

THE PEACE (shared in place) 
P  The peace of Christ be with you always.  C And also with you.  
 

[ THE OFFERINGS 
Our tithes and gifts are being received in baskets near the front and side doors. Thank 
you for placing your offerings in these receptacles upon entering or leaving the church 

today.] 
 

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A   Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger 
with bread from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death 
to life with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C  Amen. 
 

THE MEAL 
 

Upon entering worship today you were given a communion/fellowship cup. As the pastor 
shares in the Words of Institution and consecrates the elements, you will be invited to       

peel back the seal on the cup and partake of the bread and wine. 
 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE PARTAKING OF COMMUNION 
  
THE LORD’S PRAYER       
 
THE PASTORAL BLESSING 
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

You may remain seated or kneel for the Confession 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P  Fountain of living water, 
C  pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. Rebuild 
what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your cleansing 
flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and re-
storers of the world you so love. Amen. 

 

Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of    

Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remem-
bers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus. Amen. 
 

THE GREETING 
P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  
Spirit be with you all. C And also with you. 
 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P  Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your  
image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what 
is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 
 

YOUTH AND CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                   
 

FIRST READING:                                                                                                        Genesis 9:8-17 
Today’s reading is the conclusion to the flood story. Because of human sin, God destroys 
the earth by flood, saving only Noah, his family, and the animals on the ark. Yet divine    
destruction gives way to divine commitment. As in the first creation, God blesses humanity 
and establishes a covenant with all creatures. 

8God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing my covenant 
with you and your descendants after you, 10and with every living creature that is with 
you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as 
came out of the ark. 11I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh 
be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the 
earth.” 12God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you 
and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13I have set my bow 
in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14When I 
bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will remember my  
covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the     
waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the 
clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every    
living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of 
the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 
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PSALM 25:1-10  Read Responsively 
 
 

 1To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, nor let my enemies 
    triumph over me. 
 3Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be put to shame who are  
     treacherous. 
 4Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths. 
 5Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in you have 
     I trusted all the day long. 
 6Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting. 
 7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember me according  
     to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 
 8You are gracious and upright, O Lord; therefore you teach sinners in your  
     way.  
 9You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way. 10All your paths, O  
     Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness to those who keep your covenant and  
     your testimonies.  

 
THE NEW TESTAMENT READING:                                                         1 Peter 3:18-22 
As God acted through Christ’s suffering and death to bring us to God, so God acts through 
baptism to save us from a sinful existence. This spiritual cleansing marks our new life in 
Christ. 
18Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to 
bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which 
also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not 
obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in 
which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 21And baptism, which this 
prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to 
God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into 
heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject 
to him. 
 
A  The Word of the Lord.  C  Thanks be to God. 
 
   Please stand  as you are able for the reading of the Gospel 
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THE GOSPEL LENTEN ACCLAMATION                                                                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO                                                    St. Mark 1:9-15 
The Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his baptism sustains him when he is tested by Satan so 
that he might proclaim the good news of God’s reign. 
9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jor-
dan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the 
Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, 
the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
  12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the wilder-
ness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited 
on him. 
  14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, 
and believe in the good news.” 
 

P  The Gospel of the Lord.    C  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

SERMON                                                                      The Reverend Dr. Rachel Connelly 
 

 
HYMN OF RESPONSE                (Hum along or Sing in your heart)  

O Lord, throughout These Forty Days 
 
1 O Lord, throughout these forty days 
 you prayed and kept the fast; 
 inspire repentance for our sin, 
 and free us from our past. 
 
2 You strove with Satan, and you won; 
 your faithfulness endured; 
 lend us your nerve, your skill, and trust 
 in God's eternal word. 
 

3   Though parched and hungry, yet you  
            prayed 
 and fixed your mind above; 
 so teach us to deny ourselves 
 that we may know God's love. 
 
4 Be with us through this season, Lord, 
 and all our earthly days, 
 that when the final Easter dawns, 
 we join in heaven's praise. 
 
Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838-1898; para. 
Gilbert E. Doan Jr., b. 1930 


