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St. John’ s Staff 
 

The Reverend Dr. Rachel Connelly, Pastor      Jan Long, Congregational President       
                               Andrea Carlson, Parish Secretary                                

Joan Lewis, Spiritual Gifts Coordinator   
Patty Shepard,  Youth Ministry  

Tiffany Chapman, Children’s Ministry Coordinator                           
Ray Burroughs, Biggerstaff Christian Retreat/Sexton   

Altar Guild:  Diane Rawlins 
 

 

 
Ash Wednesday Service 

Pastor Rachel Connelly, Presiding Minister 
Organist, Grace Lichtenwald 

 

12:15pm 
Lay Assistant / Lector / Acolyte: Barbara Wilson 

Ushers: Brenda Safrit, Deb Blackmore 
 

7:00pm 
Lay Assistant / Lector / Acolyte: Jan Long 

Ushers: Bill and Ann Brackett 
 
 

PRAYER FOR LENT 
God, “Truly dust we are, and to dust we shall return; and truly yours we are, and to 
you we shall return. Help this to be a time of turning round and beginning 
again. Through the forty days of Lent, help us to follow you and to find you: in the 
discipline of praying and in the drudgery of caring—in whatever we deny ourselves, 
and whatever we set ourselves to learn or do. Help us to discover you in our loneliness 
and in community, in our emptiness and our fulfillment, in our sadness and our 
laughter. Help us to find you when we ourselves are lost. Help us to follow you on the 
journey to Jerusalem to the waving palms of the people’s hope, to their rejection, to the 
cross and empty tomb. Help us to see new growth amid the ashes of the old. Help us, 
carrying your cross, to be signs of your Kingdom. Amen 

 

Ash Wednesday Service 
12:15pm and 7:00pm 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, ELCA 
February 17, 2021 



    PLEASE GATHER IN SILENCE 
 

PRELUDE MUSIC:      “Prelude and Fugue in E Minor”  J.S. Bach 
    “Ah, Holy Jesus”  by Mary McDonald 
 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
As members enter the sanctuary, those who desire, may safely receive ashes in the 
sign of the cross on their foreheads as the words “Remember that you are dust, and 
to dust you shall return” are shared by the pastor. Members are invited to find a 
seat and when all are in place, the service will continue with the confession. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
INVITATION 
P: Sisters and brothers in Christ, God created us to be in communion with God, to love all 
people, and to live in harmony with all of God’s creation. However, sin separates us from 
God, our neighbor, and creation. Consequently, we do not enjoy the life our Creator 
intended for us. God grieves because of our sin and desires us to turn back to God rather 
than come under judgment. As disciples of Jesus Christ, we are called to struggle against 
everything that leads us away from love of God and love of neighbor, and to repent. 
Therefore, I invite you to confess your sins, and put your trust in a forgiving God. 

GATHERING HYMN:     

THE MEAL 
 

Upon entering worship today you were given a communion/fellowship cup. As the 
pastor shares in the Words of Institution and consecrates the elements, you will be 
invited to peel back the seal on the cup and partake of the bread and wine. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise 
 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE PARTAKING OF COMMUNION 
  
THE LORD’S PRAYER       
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

THE PASTORAL BLESSING 
 

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
A  Let us pray. We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with 
food beyond compare, the body and blood of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished 
and forgiven, into your beloved vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and 
thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now 
and forever. C  Amen 

 

BLESSING 
P   You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen 
as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩ that you may be a 
blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. C  Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 
 A Go in peace. Serve the Lord C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
  



 SERMON                                                                                   The Rev. Dr. Rachel Connelly 
  

 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “Create In Me a Clean Heart”      (sing 2 time)                       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   

Following each petition:   
A  Lord, in your mercy.  C  Hear our prayer. 

  
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A    Let us pray. Faithful God, 
C you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with bread from 
heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to life with Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

Text and music: Mary Rice Hopkins 
Text and Music c 1989 Big Steps 4 U, 
Admin. Music Services? Maranatha! Music, admin. The Copyright Co. 

   

[Silence for reflection and self-examination. You are invited to kneel or sit] 
 

CONFESSION:  PSALM 51 
P: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant 
mercy, blot out my transgressions. 
C: Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 
P: For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 
C: Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so you are 
justified when you speak and blameless when you pass judgment. 
P: Indeed, I have been born into sin, and a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
C: For behold, you desire truth within me, and will teach me wisdom secretly in my 
heart. 
P: Purge me from my sin, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
C: Let me hear of joy and gladness, that the body you have broken may rejoice. 
P: Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 
C: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
P: Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
C: Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, and sustain me with your bountiful 
Spirit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 HYMN:         



P: Now I will teach your ways to transgressors, and sinners will return to you. 
C: Deliver me from death, O God of my salvation, and my tongue shall sing aloud of 
your righteousness. 
P: O God, open my lips, and my mouth shall declare your praise. 
C: For you have no delight in sacrifice; if I were to offer a burnt offering, you would 
not be pleased. 
P: The sacrifice acceptable to you is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God,  
You will not despise. 
C: Be favorable and gracious to Zion, and rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. 

 

GREETING     
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
           (Please be seated.) 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Let us pray together: 
C: Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive the 
sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly repenting 
of our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 

     1 Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants 
of the land tremble, for the day of the Lord is coming, it is near— 2 a day of darkness and 
gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness! Like blackness spread upon the mountains a great 
and powerful army comes; their like has never been from of old, nor will be again after them 
in ages to come. 
 

 12 Yet even now, says the Lord, return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with 
weeping, and with mourning; 13rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the Lord, 
your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 
and relents from punishing. 14 Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a 
blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink offering for the Lord, your God? 15 Blow 
the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn assembly; 16gather the people. Sanctify the 
congregation; assemble the aged; gather the children, even infants at the breast. Let the 
bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her canopy. 17 Between the vestibule and the altar 
let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep. Let them say, “Spare your people, O Lord, 
and do not make your heritage a mockery, a byword among the nations. Why should it be 
said among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’ ” 
 

A: Word of God, Word of life.  C: Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING:  2 Corinthians 5:20b--6:2 
 
We entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to 
be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. As 
we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. 
For he says, “At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on a day of salvation I 
have helped you.” See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation!  
 
A: Word of God, Word of life.  C: Thanks be to God.  
                                           
 

                         

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
                                                                          
                     “Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful,  

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love” 
 
 
 

 

THE GOSPEL:  Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21 
 

Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then you 
have no reward from your Father in heaven. 2 So whenever you give alms, do not 
sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, 
so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 
3 But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is 
doing, 4 so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret 
will reward you. 5 And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love 
to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen 
by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 6 But whenever you pray, 
go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you. 16 And whenever you fast, do not look 
dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to show others that they 
are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 17 But when you fast, put 
oil on your head and wash your face, 18 so that your fasting may be seen not by others 
but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward 
you. 19 Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume 
and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 

P  The Gospel of the Lord.  C  Praise to you, O Christ.                         


