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ST JOHN’S FACEBOOK PAGE –

LIVE ON SUNDAYS  
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Walhalla 

St. John’ s Staff 
 

   The Reverend Dr. Rachel Connelly, Pastor 
Jan Long, Congregational President   

Andrea Carlson, Administrative Assistant  
Joan Lewis,  Spiritual Gifts Coordinator  

Patty Shepard, Youth Director 
Tiffany Chapman, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

Ray Burroughs, Biggerstaff Resident Director 
Judi Matalik, SJ Preschool Director 

Chuck Rawlins, Congregational Treasurer 
Mark McLean, Financial Secretary 

Greg Harris, Cemetery Coordinator   
Diane Rawlins, Altar Guild  

Pastor Rachel’s contact information: 
Email: stjohnspastorrachel@gmail.com 

Cell # (910) 515-0897   

SUNDAY, MAY 16, 2021 at 10:15AM 
In the Sanctuary  

THE CHIMES 
St. John’s  Lutheran Church,  ELCA    301 West Main Street 

Walhalla, South Carolina  
EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, WE JOYFULLY INVITE ALL TO LOVE,  
SERVE, AND GROW IN CHRIST WHILE EMBRACING A CHANGING WORLD. 

The Reverend Dr. Rachel L. Connelly 
Office Hours Mon.- Fri. 8:30 am - 1:30 pm     Phone: (864) 638-6363 

Email:  stjohnsluther@gmail.com  Website: www.stjohnswalhalla.org    
Biggerstaff Christian Retreat: 864-280-6067      biggerstaffctr@bellsouth.net   

St. John’s Pre-School: (864) 638-8099     
Pre-School Email:  stjohnspreschoolwalhalla@gmail.com  

“HOLD ME CLOSE AND LOVE ME” 
 
Dear Friends: 
 

Recently observing a mother picking up her little girl from Preschool I heard the child say: “Mommy, I like 
it when you hold me close and love me.” With that my heart melted, as I watched the mom hug her daughter 
closer.  As I have reflected on that moment for the last few days, I’ve thought about the Post-resurrection 
appearances of Jesus that we have heard in worship during this Easter season. Mary Magdalene and the other 
disciples wanted to hold on to Jesus after his resurrection. Jesus was present with them, but also was 
preparing them for his final departure into heaven and the coming of the Holy Spirit. He had other plans for 
his followers and He instructed them to go and tell the others and to be witnesses of the good news of his 
resurrection.   
 

In these days after Easter, we continue to celebrate the good news of Jesus’ resurrection and His power over 
death.  As we move forward, there are many questions that need to be asked of us as followers of Jesus.  
How has the power of God’s love changed you?  What does it mean that Jesus died on the cross for you and 
for your sins? Do you feel God love’s holding you close?  How are you sharing the love of our Risen Savior?  
Do others see Jesus in you and your daily words and actions? 
 

In our world today—especially as we have lived through the last year of the Covid19 pandemic and all the 
changes to our daily lives—there are so many people with hurts, needs, and yearnings. They are crying out to 
be held close and loved.  Many may not have heard the story of God’s love made known through Jesus 
Christ. There are many who may feel lost and alone. Others are searching for a community of faith, a place 
of belonging, a group of friends that will welcome and love them unconditionally. 
 

Perhaps, you know someone like this.  Perhaps you have had these feelings yourself. If so, know that the 
Easter story is not just to be celebrated one Sunday of the year, but every day.  Jesus bids us to come to Him, 
to be in relationship with Him and to share that love every day with others. 
 

 At St. John’s, we seek to live as the Easter people.  We invite others in to share in the presence of the Risen 
Lord, to be held close and loved by God, and to share with others the good news. We are reminded of the 
pouring out of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost who empowers us in our witness. 
 

As more people are fully vaccinated, our worship gatherings at Biggerstaff and in the Sanctuary are 
providing opportunities for church family reunions. It is also a good time to reach out to others and invite 
them to come and worship our Risen Lord. 
 

On May 23rd  which is Pentecost Sunday also known as the birthday of the church, we will come together 
to celebrate God’s gift of the Holy Spirit which empowers us to be the body of Christ in the world. We will 
also receive new members that day in worship. This day we invite you to WEAR RED in remembrance of 
the fire of the Spirit at work in our lives 
 
In Christ’s Love and Peace, 

May 2021 



St. John’s Lutheroad Day Camp at Biggerstaff  

 

June 28—July 2, 2021 

 

9am—4pm Monday—Thursday / 9am—12 pm on 
Friday 

 

For children completing Kindergarten through 5th grade 

 
 

WHAT IS DAY CAMP? It is a 5-day program where many of    
                                                            the benefits of Camp Lutheridge come right to the local church.  

 

Trained counselors come for the week and share in a a program that includes fun, worship, games, 
Bible study, fellowship, crafts, sharing and prayer.   

 

Scholarships are available 
  

Great week of fun for children of our church, grandkids, friends, and kids from the community !!   
Contact Tiffany Chapman at Tiffany.Chapman@schneider-electric.com or  

Pastor Rachel at stjohnspastorrachel@gmail.com for more information. 

 

THURSDAY MEAL DELIVERY & PREP VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
…from the desk of Joan Lewis, volunteer coordinator 

St. John's continues its Thursday meal delivery to our shut-ins, those living alone, and those 
in need. We have been blessed with generous donations over the past year which have 
enabled us to continue. For the past 4 months the culinary arts students of the Hamilton 
Career have prepared meals on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays, while our existing Chefs groups 
have prepared meals on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays. With the help of 25 volunteer drivers this 
outreach has flourished during the pandemic.  
 

Beginning in mid-May the HCC students will begin their exams and summer break- we will 
lose their help after May. Our goal is to establish a 3rd, possibly 4th, Chefs group to fill in this gap and 
continue our meals ministry.  
 

I am reaching out to all of you who might be interested in joining a group. We currently have approximately 
20 members of Chefs 1 and 2. We need a minimum of 7 members to establish a Chefs 3 team and another 7 for 
Chefs 4. Any of our current members will tell you how meaningful this ministry is. As a team member you 
will be asked to prepare 1 dish (either a main course, starch, veggie/salad, bread or dessert), for no more than 
20 people, one time per month. The team decides on the menu and members choose what they would like to 
prepare. The menus are simple and basic. Containers are provided. If you choose to you can submit your cost 
for reimbursement. On your scheduled Thursday you will deliver to an established route, which will include 2-
4 stops. If you have a prior commitment on a given Thursday team members are VERY flexible. I have been 
on a chefs team for the past 14 years, many of our ladies have been involved longer than that. This should 
speak for the success of this ministry. We are using our hands to do God's work! 
 

     Please prayerfully consider joining a team. The ministry is open to men and women (yes-we have had men 
involved with cooking and delivering). We need at least 10 volunteers to continue- please join us! I am happy 
to answer any questions or concerns- feel free to e-mail or call me and let me know you are on board- 
joanlewissc@aol.com or (864) 710-1756. WE NEED YOU!!! 

KITUWAH- NATIVE AMERICAN & EARTH DAY FESTIVAL 
Many thanks to all who volunteered to help with the food booth at the Kituwah/Earth Day festival on Saturday, 
April 17th. St. John’s, with the help of the Hamilton Career Center culinary arts department and Greg Harris of 
Gather 205, served a delicious Native American meal. A net total of $800 in proceeds from the booth was donated 
to the Hamilton Career Center Culinary Arts department. These monies are used to purchase new uniforms and 
equipment for the program. The students have been a tremendous help with our Thursday weekly meal delivery-
this was an excellent opportunity for St. John’s to say thank you! 

St. John's Knitters & Crocheters--Our group is meeting again with masks on and social 
distancing.  We will meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month, and only the 2nd 

Wednesdays for Nov. and Dec.  If you enjoy knitting and crocheting or want to learn or 
improve your skills, come join our group.  We share new techniques and help solve problems in 
patterns or instructions for a project.  Yes, we do work at home, but we enjoy gathering to plan 

how to reach out to others through our projects.  Questions? Contact Barbara Wilson.  

ENDOWMENT FUND UPDATE—  Good news!  The first quarter account value was up 3.6% !   
                                        

                                            Dec. 31, 2020                     Mar.  31, 2021 
 

Edward Jones                      $   90,331.00                           $94,138.77 
 

ELCA.                                 $ 103,371.78                         $106,556.75 
 

First Citizen.                        $     1,471.00                             $1,471.00 
 

 TOTAL.                             $ 195,174.59                        $ 202,166.52 
 

     The 3.6% increase is a good starting point for the year. Financials look positive for 2021 and a favorable 
climate to be able to greater distributions for the year.  Please feel free to contact any of the committee members 
for information on personal participation or questions.  Joe Sears, Chairman  
Committee members:  Cathy Nowell, Chuck Rawlins, Kenny Pruitt, Jan Long, Lois Sharpe, Pastor Rachel 

Pastor Rachel and Our Church Family, Terry and I are so appreciative of all the prayers, cards and calls 
during his hospitalization and recovery from COVID-19. We leaned heavily upon those prayers each day as he 
recovered and now has returned to work. We are so fortunate to have such a loving and caring church family.  
Love, Terry and Tina Stephens 

Our family cannot thank you enough  for the meals provided to us during mother's recent decline so that we 
were able to devote our full attention to her care.  Special thank you to The Gloria Shealy Circle for your 
visits, calls, and meals during the last few weeks of her life and for all you did for mother through the 
years. Your gatherings at her house brought her much joy. Thank you for your continued prayers on our 
behalf as we continue to live our lives without her by our side.  ~ The Shealy Family 

Attention all ladies of St. John’s Lutheran Church:  In May, the St. John’s MORNING 
CIRCLE is sponsoring a bring-your-own-lunch “Women of the Bible” discussion. Tea will be 
provided or bring your own drink.   
 Date:  Wednesday, May 19

th  
        Place:  Biggerstaff   Time:  11:30am 

     We are also collecting pet items for dogs and cats (food, toys, collars, leashes, beds, checks, 
etc.) to be donated to the Oconee County Pet Shelter. Hope to see you at Biggerstaff May 19th!  

ST.JOHN’S WELCA SUNDAY IS MAY 16. Please place your Joy Offerings for 2020 in the basket at 
Biggerstaff or Sacristy at church. Designated checks for WELCA instead of collected coins are acceptable. 
Final date for collection is May 30th. 

 
 
 
 

The Congregational Council of St John’s announces a called congregational 
Meeting on SUNDAY, MAY 16, 2021 at 10:15AM 

In the Sanctuary  
 

AGENDA includes: 
 

1. VOTE ON THE EXPENDITURES FOR NEW TECHNOLOGY AND 
AUDIO EQUIPMENT FOR THE SANTUARY 

2. ANNOUNCEMENT OF ANONYMOUS GIFT OF $30,000 TO THE 
CONGREGATION 

3. ANNOUNCEMENT OF SEMINARY INTERN FOR ST. JOHN’s FOR 
2021-2022 PROGAM YEAR 
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