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Pastor Rachel’s contact information: stjohnspastorrachel@gmail.com 
cell phone (910) 515-0897 

St. John’s Lutheran Church ~ 301 W. Main Street, Walhalla, SC  (864)638-6363 
Email:  stjohnsluther@gmail.com        Website:  stjohnswalhalla.org  

Facebook — St. John’s Lutheran, Walhalla 

St. John’ s Staff 
 

The Reverend Dr. Rachel Connelly, Pastor 
Jan Long, Congregational President 

                    Andrea Carlson, Administrative Assistant                           
Joan Lewis, Spiritual Gifts Coordinator  

Ray Burroughs,  Biggerstaff Resident Director 
Judi Matalik, SJ Preschool Director   

Patty Shepard, Youth Director 
Tiffany Chapman, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

 

Appointed by Congregation Council 

Chuck Rawlins, Treasurer 
Mark McLean, Financial Secretary 

 

Frances Devoe, Handbell Choir Director 
Greg Harris, Cemetery Coordinator                                                     

 
 

Our tithes and offerings are an important part of our faith journey. Electronic 
offerings may be given through GIVELIFY. You may also go to our website: 
www.stjohnswalhalla.org  and  access the secure giving button.  

Serving Today 
 Pastor:   The Rev. Dr. Rachel Connelly 
 Lay Assistant:  Ann Brackett 
 Lector:    Tina Barrett 
 Musician:   Grace Lichtenwald 
 Door Greeter:   Duane Carlson 
 Greeters:   Deb Blackmore, Joan Lewis 
 Technology:   Ray Burroughs 
 Altar Guild:   Beverly Hardin  

 

 
 

   

 

Welcome back to Worship at St. John’s!  
We are glad that you are with us today as we worship our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Life continues to “look different” than normal as we are taking precautions to keep          
everyone safe. Below are details about how we will share in our worship together. 

 

1. Our worship will be an abbreviated form of Service of Word with Holy Communion.  

2. Masks are optional for those who are fully vaccinated. 

3. Seating will be on every other pew — and we ask that you sit with your family members or 

with those you rode to church with. Seating in the pews will limited to 60 persons.  

4. Hands should be sanitized upon entrance to the building. 

5. Please follow the direction of ushers and staff as you enter through the Church Street door. 

6. Communion will be celebrated in the pews using prefilled Communion/Fellowship cups. 

7. Offering can be given in the baskets provided at the front of the church before and after    

worship. The offering plates will not be passed during worship. 
 

+++ Please be courteous and respectful.  Please turn off all electronic devices during worship .+++ 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, ELCA 
Walhalla, South Carolina 

11 am  Worship  Service 
 

3rd Sunday after Pentecost ~  June 13, 2021 
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June 13, 2021   ~    3rd Sunday after Pentecost 

 
 
The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient images 
of the tree of life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the power of God 
better imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the way we expect divine activity to 
look. Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross around which we gather, the tree into which 
we are grafted through baptism, the true vine that nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we 
share. It may not appear all that impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows with a 
power beyond our understanding. 

 
 
 
 
 

WE GATHER 
 
 
PRELUDE                                                                                             
 
WELCOME AND MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P   Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, 
     the God of mercy.  C  Amen. 
P   Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 
 

You may remain seated or kneel for the Confession 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
P   God, our provider,  help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We 
question your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. 
We turn to our own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at 
your teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? 
Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen. 
 
P   Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. 
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through              
Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into 
abundant life.  C  Amen 
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St. John's WELCA Meeting--Sat., August 14--Biggerstaff Retreat Center  
9:15 a.m. 

The Bell Tower— Ministry News 

St. John’s is hosting Lutheroad Day Camp at Biggerstaff Retreat 

June 28—July 2, 2021 

 

Camp runs 9am—4pm Monday—Thursday 

 

9am—12 pm on Friday 

 

For children completing  
Kindergarten through 5th grade 

 

WHAT IS DAY CAMP?  It is a five-day program where many of the benefits of 
Camp Lutheridge come right to the local church.  

 

Trained counselors come for the week and share in a a program that includes  
fun, worship, games, Bible study, fellowship, crafts, sharing and prayer.   

 

Scholarships are available.  
 

Great week of fun for children of our church, grandkids, friends, and kids from  
the community !!  For more information, contact Tiffany Chapman at 

Tiffany.Chapman@schneider-electric.com or Pastor Rachel at 
stjohnspastorrachel@gmail.com. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26326.New Revised Standard Version 
Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Music permission 
CCLI, Christian Copyright Licensing International  #11166774. 

 

Today’s altar flowers  are given to the  glory of God by  
Pastor Rachel and Mike Goyne in honor of her parents,  

James and Faith Connelly’s 65th wedding anniversary on June 9th. 
 

Our new flower chart has been posted in the Sacristy if you would like to provide 
flowers for our altar, please sign the chart on the date of your choice. Cost is $20.  

mailto:Tiffany.Chapman@schneider-electric.com
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Our Church Family 
Cindy Honeycutt, continued recovery at home  
Nancy Carter, upcoming surgery 
Beth Davis, continued healing 
John Champion, awaiting stem cell transplant 
Bobby Ballenger, healing 
Juanita Johns, chemotherapy for pancreatic 
cancer 
Thelma Miller, Lymphoma 
Christy Bryson, health 
 
Those Grieving 
Jan Beaty at the death of her twin sister, Joyce 
Dodd 
Sharon Hamilton, at the death of her husband, 
Rod 
The Todd family at the death of Evelyn Todd 
 
Our Elders at Home or Assisted Living 
Peg Turner, Morningside 
Brenda Cantrell 
Jeanne Welch, healing 
Louise Nothdurft, Home Hospice Care 
Jenine Baldus, Home Care 
Julie Corbett 
Linda Humphries  
Marie Palmatier 
Margaret Penington, Lila Doyle 
Betty Wallace, Belvedere 
 

Other Prayer Concerns 
Bishop Ginny Aebischer and our Synod 

Staff 
Our elected leaders, for wisdom  
All deployed military personnel  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Extended Family and Friends 
Jim Krueger, lung cancer surgery (Delores’ son) 

John Albert, healing (Jan Long’s neighbor) 
The family of Kenny Eldredge (Pastor Rachel) 
Pastor Pam Cook, Cancer  
Gene Stephens, healing (Tina Stephen’s dad) 
Rita Cooley, in hospice care (Lois Cooley’s 

sister-in-law) 
Friend of the Sears dealing with cancer 

diagnosis /  treatment 
Jesus Soto, cancer (Jeri Klaren extended family) 

Jan Keck 
Vi Breitsprecher, recovering from a stroke 

(friend of the Carlsons) 
Ruth Gardner, Hospice care (Grace 

Lichtenwald’s sister) 
Jay Winkfield (friend of PJ Daniels) 
Gene Bellus, back issues (friend Scot Williams) 

Ida Smith, brain bleed (friend of PJ Daniels) 
Jaime Henry, heart issues (Annie Henry’s son) 
Bryce Easton, cancer (Fredi Hallman’s family) 
Adelina Biondi, diagnosed with epilepsy, 
(Fredi Hallman’s great-granddaughter) 
Chris Dodson, treatments and surgeries  
(P.J./Danny Daniels son-in-law) 
Fran and Claudia King, (Jan Long’s parents) 
Clare Ryan in Hospice (Anne Fogel’s Aunt) 
Ina (Betty Sosebee’s friend) 
Kay Davis, cancer (friend of the Daniels) 
Betty Watkins (Betty Sosebee) 
John Heasley, diabetes (Johnson’s son-in-law) 
John Cluba (Al Pittman’s son-in-Law) 
Dohnvan (Kathy Scherter’s grandson) 
Gwen O’Looney (Fogel’s sister-in-law) cancer 
Tom Tyree, cancer (Sears’friend) 
Judy Candler, lung cancer (friend/Patty Shepard)  

Harold Smith (friend of Tina Barrett) heart  
Jennifer Webb (friend of the Nortons)  
Dolorico Perez (Josie Perez’s father)  
David Morgan (Pat Morgan’s son) cancer  
Eddie Harper (husband of Diane Harper) health    
Eve Mills, cancer (Francoise Fussell’s niece) 
Dan Fogel (son of Dean & Anne) prayers 
Lauren Hartman, (Bowmans’ daughter)     

Lyme disease 
Gina Daly (Bob Johnsons daughter)        

prayers for health 
Lily Sander (granddaughter of Dolly Johnson) 
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OPENING HYMN:        “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

 
 
 
THE GREETING 
P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  
Spirit be with you all. C And also with you. 
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P  O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into yourself 
and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in need, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  C Amen 
 
YOUTH AND CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                            
        
THE FIRST READING:                                                                            Ezekiel 17:22-24 
Tree imagery is used in a messianic prophecy to tell how the Lord will choose someone 
from Judah’s royal family (the cedar tree) to reign over all creation. This tree will be 
planted on Mount Zion, the location of the holy temple. 
22Thus says the Lord God: I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar; I will 
set it out. I will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs; I myself will 
plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 23On the mountain height of Israel I will plant it,  
in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, and become a noble cedar. Under it 
very kind of bird will live; in the shade of its branches will nest winged creatures of every 
kind. 24All the trees of the field shall know that I am the Lord. I bring low the high tree,   
I make high the low tree; I dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. I  
the Lord have spoken; I will accomplish it. 
 
 
 

PSALM 92:1-4, 12-15  —  Read Responsively 
 

     1It is a good thing to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praise to your name, O Most High; 
 2to herald your love in the morning and your faithfulness at night; 
 3on the psaltery, and on the lyre, and to the melody of the harp. 
 4For you have made me glad by your acts, O Lord; and I shout for joy because of  
    the works of your   hands.  
 12The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, and shall spread abroad like a cedar of  
      Lebanon.  
 13Those who are planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our 
   God; 
 14they shall still bear fruit in old age; they shall be green and succulent; 
 15that they may show how upright the Lord is, my rock, in whom there is no  
      injustice. 
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SENDING HYMN             “I Love to Tell the Story” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
A   Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. C  Thanks be to God. 
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THE MEAL                                
 

Upon entering worship today you were given a communion/fellowship cup. As the     
pastor shares in the Words of Institution and consecrates the elements, you will be     

invited to peel back the seal on the cup and partake of the bread and wine. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Pastor      The Lord be with you. 
People:      And also with you. 
Pastor      Lift up your hearts. 
People:     We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:      It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 
 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE PARTAKING OF COMMUNION 
 

THE PASTORAL BLESSING 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER       
 
THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
A  Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. 
As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your 
own life. In your name we pray.  C  Amen 
 

THE PASTORAL BLESSING 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER       
 
THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
A  Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. 
As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your 
own life. In your name we pray.  C  Amen 
 

SENDING 
 

THE BLESSING 

P  The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be upon 
you now and forever. C Amen. 
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THE NEW TESTAMENT                                                                                                        2 Corinthians 5:6-17 
6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body 
we are away from the Lord—7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have         
confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So 
whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10For all of us must   
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what 
has been done in the body, whether good or evil. 
  [11Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves 
are well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your consciences. 12We 
are not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about 
us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance and not in the 
heart. 13For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for 
you. ] 14For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for 
all; therefore all have died. 15And he died for all, so that those who live might live no    
longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. 
  16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though 
we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So 
if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, every-
thing has become new! 
 
A  The Word of the Lord.  C  Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel. 
 

THE GOSPEL LENTEN ACCLAMATION   (sung together)                                                             
 

“Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia.” 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                      Mark 4:26-34 
26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the 
ground,27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he 
does not know how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the 
full grain in the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle,      
because the harvest has come.” 
  30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will 
we use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest 
of all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all 
shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its 
shade.” 
  33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 34he 
did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his     
disciples. 
 

P  The Gospel of the Lord.    C  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 



 6 

 
 

SERMON                                                                                       Pastor Rachel Connelly 
 
HYMN OF RESPONSE       “Spread, Oh, Spread Almighty Word” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED        
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his  only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate and was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in  the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and  the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH     
                After each petition of  prayer—Lord, in your mercy.  Hear our prayer. 
 
THE PEACE (shared in place) 
P  The peace of Christ be with you always.  C And also with you.  
 
THE OFFERINGS 
[Our tithes and gifts are being received in baskets near the front and side doors. Thank 
you for placing your offerings in these receptacles upon entering or leaving the church 

today.] 
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COMMUNION HYMN        “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful Lord” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A   Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the 
feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. 
Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. C  Amen 
 
 


