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St. John’ s Staff 
 

   The Reverend Dr. Rachel Connelly, Pastor 
Jan Long, Congregational President   

Andrea Carlson, Administrative Assistant  
Joan Lewis,  Spiritual Gifts Coordinator  

Patty Shepard, Youth Director 
Tiffany Chapman, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

Ray Burroughs, Biggerstaff Resident Director 
Judi Matalik, SJ Preschool Director 

Chuck Rawlins, Congregational Treasurer 
Mark McLean, Financial Secretary 

Greg Harris, Cemetery Coordinator   
Diane Rawlins, Altar Guild  

Pastor Rachel’s contact information: 
Email: stjohnspastorrachel@gmail.com 

Cell # (910) 515-0897   

 

THE CHIMES 
St. John’s  Lutheran Church,  ELCA     

Mission: EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, WE JOYFULLY INVITE ALL TO 

LOVE,  SERVE, AND GROW IN CHRIST WHILE EMBRACING A CHANGING WORLD. 
 

Office Hours Mon.- Fri. 8:30 am - 1:30 pm     Phone: (864) 638-6363 
Email:  stjohnsluther@gmail.com  Website: www.stjohnswalhalla.org    

Biggerstaff Christian Retreat: 864-280-6067      biggerstaffctr@bellsouth.net   
St. John’s Pre-School: (864) 638-8099   Email:  stjohnspreschoolwalhalla@gmail.com  

Everything Has Its Time 
 

Ecclesiastes 3 (also an old 60’s song by The Birds) tells us that God has not only all creation, but also all 
time in God’s hands: 
 

3For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:  
2a time to be born, and a time to die; 

a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;  
3a time to kill, and a time to heal; 

a time to break down, and a time to build up;  
4a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
a time to mourn, and a time to dance;  

5a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;  

6a time to seek, and a time to lose; 
a time to keep, and a time to throw away;  

7a time to tear, and a time to sew; 
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;  

8a time to love, and a time to hate; 
a time for war, and a time for peace. 

 
Following fourteen months of wearing masks, of social distancing, of staying home, and of disruptions to 
daily life, we have come to the time where we are gathering together again in worship, in fellowship, in 
groups, and in visits with one another with less restrictions. Safety and health is still are number one concern, 
and we do ask that if you have not been vaccinated, you still continue to wear a mask if coming into the 
church for worship or a meeting or other activity. Outside worship and activities do not require masks.  
 

In the coming months, St. John’s is facing some exciting changes as we renovate the parsonage and prepare 
for the arrival of our seminary intern, Laura Beall (see her biographical introduction on the next page). We 
also have our Luther Road Day Camp out at Biggerstaff the end of June. We will see technology updates that 
we voted on in our May congregational meeting that will enable us to provide better worship experiences 
and virtual opportunities for those who are connecting with us online. The church facilities will also have 
some cleaning out and sprucing up during the summer. And in July we will say goodbye to Andrea Carlson 
as our church secretary; however, she will still be actively involved as a member. 
 

Reflecting on the above passage from Ecclesiastes, I think of the many prayers that we have lifted up over 
the last months asking God for direction and guidance for our congregation through a time of uncertainty. 
We are now moving into a time of renewal, re-gathering, re-connecting, and envisioning new opportunities. I 
think this is St. John’s time to embrace the changes before us so that we can live more fully into our mission: 
 

EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, WE JOYFULLY INVITE ALL TO LOVE, SERVE, AND GROW IN 
CHRIST WHILE EMBRACING A CHANGING WORLD.  
 

And know that God has a time for everything! 
 
In Christ’s Peace and Joy! 

June 2021 



       St. John’s Lutheroad Day Camp at Biggerstaff  

 

 June 28—July 2, 2021 

 

    9am—4pm Monday—Thursday / 9am—12 pm on Friday 

 

    For children completing Kindergarten through 5th grade 
          (Cost $130 for first child, $100 for 2nd child, $70 for 3rd child) 

Scholarships are available — just ask! 
 
 
 

 

WHAT IS DAY CAMP? It is a 5-day program where many of the benefits of Camp Lutheridge come 
right to the local church.  

 

Trained counselors come for the week and share in a a program that includes fun, worship, games, 
Bible study, fellowship, crafts, sharing and prayer.   

   

Great week of fun for children of our church, grandkids, friends, and kids from the community !!   
Contact Tiffany Chapman at Tiffany.Chapman@schneider-electric.com or  

Pastor Rachel at stjohnspastorrachel@gmail.com for more information.   

St. John's Knitters & Crocheters--Our group is meeting again with masks on and social 
distancing.  We will meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month, and only the 

2nd Wednesdays for Nov. and Dec.  If you enjoy knitting and crocheting or want to 
learn or improve your skills, come join our group. We share new techniques and help 
solve problems in patterns or instructions for a project. Yes, we do work at home, but we 

enjoy gathering to plan how to reach out to others through our projects. Questions? 
Contact Barbara Wilson.  

INTRODUCING LAURA BEALL—ST. JOHN’S SEMINARY INTERN  
Laura will be living in the Parsonage and will begin her ministry with us on 

August 15th and will serve with us for one year. 
 
 Laura Beall (pronounced: Bell) is a student from Luther Seminary in St. Paul Minnesota. 

She has lived in Nebraska, Iowa, and South Dakota, but calls the small town of Scotland, South Dakota home. 
She attended the University of South Dakota where she earned two B.S., one in Biology and one in 
Anthropology. Before beginning on the path to ministry, she has been a seasonal camp director, a professional 
Girl Scout, a museum marketing professional, and a youth specialist with South Dakota Extension, serving as 
the solo agent in two counties. 
     Laura currently lives on a small acreage outside Scotland, SD where she grows hay, has a small flock of 
chickens, and helps to operate a small pottery. In her spare time, she also likes to learn about and research 
local history and find the stories hidden between the lines. She also enjoys learning new things, learning new 
music, and spending time with her nephew and her own sisters. 
     Laura’s call to ministry began most clearly with the people of Trinity Lutheran Church in Rapid City, SD, 
who helped to develop her own leadership skills and planted the seeds which would lead her to entering 
seminary a few years later. The community of the church has been with Laura her entire life, and she looks 
forward to continuing to explore her call. She is excited to explore small town ministry in a new setting and 
learn more about South Carolina and the people of St. John’s. 

Lucy Klaren Circle Scholarship Report and Thank YOU! 
 

The ladies of Lucy Klaren Circle would like to thank everyone who contributed to our annual scholarship 
fundraiser this year. Bryson Worsham, Maggie Callahan and Weston Lewis were chosen as our scholarship 
winners this year, and each was presented with a check for $1000 on senior awards night at WHS. We will 
also be awarding a $1000 gift to St. John’s preschool to help with tuition assistance for those 
in need. We are so grateful to be able to continue this tradition even though it was not by our 
usual means. 
God Bless, Stephanie  Champion 
 
St. John's WELCA Meeting--Sat., August 14--Biggerstaff Retreat Center 9:15 a.m. 

May Abbreviated Council Minutes 
Pastor’s Report: Andrea Carlson, Parish Secretary is retiring. Grace Lichtenwald will 
remain as Organist through the summer. A new computer purchased for Pastor’s office. 
Pastor’s concerns are for members not being seen either at worship, or those not visited.                                           
Treasurer’s Report: April offerings were $5938 greater than forecasted. Expenses 
were $3889 less than forecasted. YTD income is $4094 over the forecast. YTD expenses 
are $12,495 less than forecasted.                                              

Worshipping/Operating Safely: Motion: Going forward, masks will be optional with a statement 
outlining persons that have been vaccinated have the option of wearing masks or not wearing masks. 
Persons who have not been vaccinated must wear a mask inside the Sanctuary with social distancing 
protocols adhered.                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Technology Upgrades: Proposal unanimously approves by the congregation at the May 16th.                                                           
Property Report: Proposal presented for the completion of a covered porch for the entrance to the 
Fellowship Hall hallway. Preliminary estimate is $34,448. Also exploring options for easier access to the 
main campus. Parsonage renovation to begin.                                                                                                                                                     
Worship and Music: Meeting in June                                                                                                                                                                 
Biggerstaff: The annual Low Country Boil will likely occur in the Fall. More congregational involvement is 
needed.                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Preschool: Next Board meeting is June 7th. 34 students enrolled. Tammy Spearman retiring after 18 years.                                                              
Parish Life: The annual Holy Smoke BBQ is being planned. The Giving Garden will be planned and planted 
once the Playground Task Force decides on the final layout of the playground.                                                                                                  
Faith Formation: Applications being accepted for the LutherRoad Day Camp. Sunday morning classes, 
Youth, Confirmation and Adult are being held.                                                                                                                                                 
Intern Start Date: Laura Beall, our seminary intern from Luther Seminary, will begin August 15th.                                                                                                                            
Summer Worship: Gauging interest for assisting with the logistics involving worship at Biggerstaff and the 
Sanctuary.                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Playground Area Task Force: The relocation of the fence will be complete before the start of Preschool. 
Next meeting, June 21st, 6:00 pm. Dwelling in the Word: Barbi White. 
Respectfully Submitted:  Bill Brackett, Congregation Council Secretary 

THURSDAY MEALS 
 

St. John’s is blessed to now have enough volunteers to comprise 3 Chefs groups! Chefs 1 
(Shonda Mahler) will deliver on the 1st Thursday of the month, Chefs 2 (our newest group) 
(Joan Lewis) on the 2nd Thursday and Chefs 3 (Trisha Sears) on the 3rd Thursday. On the 4th 
Thursday we will be purchasing meals from local vendors. Our goal is to have a Chefs 4 
group of volunteers. This is the first time in our Chefs history (about 15+ years) that we can 
deliver meals weekly. I thank God for the 25+ wonderful volunteers who can understand 
the importance of this ministry! 
If you would like to become part of our Chefs ministry, please contact me at 710-1756 or 
joanlewissc@aol.com. We Need You! 
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