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Pastor Rachel’s contact information: stjohnspastorrachel@gmail.com 
cell phone (910) 515-0897 

St. John’s Lutheran Church ~ 301 W. Main Street, Walhalla, SC  (864)638-6363 
Email:  stjohnsluther@gmail.com        Website:  stjohnswalhalla.org  

Facebook — St. John’s Lutheran, Walhalla 

St. John’ s Staff 

The Reverend Dr. Rachel Connelly, Pastor 

Intern, Vicar Laura Beall 

Jan Long, Congregational President 

                    Alicia Rannou, Administrative Assistant                           

Joan Lewis, Spiritual Gifts Coordinator  

Ray Burroughs,  Biggerstaff Resident Director 

Judi Matalik, SJ Preschool Director   

Patty Shepard, Youth Director 

Tiffany Chapman, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

Appointed by Congregation Council 

Chuck Rawlins, Treasurer 

Mark McLean, Financial Secretary 

Frances Devoe, Handbell Choir Director 

Greg Harris, Cemetery Coordinator                                                     

 
 

Our tithes and offerings are an important part of our faith journey. Elec-
tronic offerings may be given through GIVELIFY. You may also go to our 
website: www.stjohnswalhalla.org  and  access the secure giving button.  

Serving Today 
 

 Pastor:   The Rev. Dr. Rachel Connelly 
 Lay Assistant:  Vicar Laura Beall 
 Lector:   Mary Sprouse 
 Musicians:   Grace Lichtenwald 
 Greeters/Ushers: Debra Blackmore,  Joan Lewis 
 Technology:   Raeyanna Chapman, Alec Bishop 
 Altar Guild:   Beverly Hardin 

   

 

Welcome to Worship at St. John’s!  
We are glad that you are with us today as we worship our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Life continues to “look different” than normal as we are taking precautions to keep          
everyone safe. Below are details about how we will share in our worship together. 

 

1. Our worship will be an abbreviated form of Service of Word with Holy Communion. 

2. Communion will be celebrated using prefilled Communion/Fellowship cups. 

3. Offerings can be given in the baskets provided in the Sacristy.  
 

+++ Please be courteous and respectful.  Please turn off all electronic devices during worship .+++ 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, ELCA 
Walhalla, South Carolina 

11 am  Worship  Service 
 

13th Sunday after Pentecost ~  August 22, 2021 
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August 22, 2021   ~    13th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
In today’s gospel many people take offense at Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh and drink 

his blood; even many of Jesus’ disciples peel off. This is the backdrop in John’s gospel 

for Peter’s confession of faith. “To whom can we go?” asks Peter, in words we some-

times sing just before the gospel is read. “You have the words of eternal life.” In order to 

take such a stand, as Peter and Joshua did, Paul tells us to arm ourselves with the word of 

God. We pray in the Spirit that we might be bold ambassadors of the gospel. 
 
 
 

WE GATHER 
 
 
PRELUDE                                                                                             
 
WELCOME AND MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P   Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, 

     the God of mercy.  C  Amen. 

P   Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 

 
You may remain seated or kneel for the Confession 

 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
P   God, our provider,  help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We 

question your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. 

We turn to our own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at 

your teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? 

Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen. 

 

P   Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. 

By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through              

Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into 

abundant life.  C  Amen 
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The Bell Tower— Ministry News 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26326.New Revised Standard Version 
Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Music permission 
CCLI, Christian Copyright Licensing International  #11166774. 

Today’s altar flowers  are given to the glory of God  

by Grace Lichtenwald in honor of Andrea Carlson’s retirement. 

SAVE THE DATE…SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11th  
On September 11th, St. John’s will be hosting its 5th annual community wide fundraiser. We bring 

the event back to St. John’s this year. “Iron Pig BBQ” will be providing BBQ plates for us to sell to 

the community. We will be having our baked goods table- so start baking. Your items can be put in 

the church freezer- package and label them carefully. Once again, we are asking that the entire 

congregation be involved in pre-selling tickets for this fundraising event. As our planning committee 

meets over the next few months you will see more information as to where help is needed. Look for 

this in the weekly Bell Tower and in church wide e-mails. A portion of monies raised from this 

year’s event will be given to support our community first responders. The remainder will go towards 

a project at St. Johns. More information to come on the fund designation.  Last years BBQ, with all 

its challenges, was amazing- can we top 2020? 

BACK TO SCHOOL SPLASH DAY AND PARTY—SUNDAY, AUGUST 22ND 
AT BIGGERSTAFF FROM 1—4PM 

FOR ALL CHILDREN AND YOUTH (INCLUDING DAYCAMPERS 
WEAR YOUR SWIMSUITS, BRING A TOWEL AND CHANGE OF CLOTHES 

SNACKS PROVIDED 

Handbells will begin ringing, Tuesday, August 24, 2021 at 
5:15PM.  This will be our first practice since March of 2020.  We invite 

all of our Bell Ringers to join us for our first practice.  Practice will be 
approximately 1 to 1 1/2 hours in the Fellowship Hall to give us more 
room.  We have outgrown our practice room. Mark your calendar—

Inviting all former ringers and all of those who are interested in 
learning to ring the Bells. 

Today during the 11 o’clock service we say thank you to Andrea Carlson for her 4 
years of service as the administrative assistant to the church. There will be a reception 

following the service. 
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Our Church Family 
Jack Campbell, healing following surgery 
Dolly Johnson, mini stroke / tests 
Risse Snelgrove, compression fracture from a fall 
Erica Plowden and baby Liam David, born July 3, 

a month early. Liam continues in the hospital 
in Charlotte. 

Cindy Honeycutt, continued recovery  
Nancy Carter, health 
Beth Davis, continued healing 
John Champion, continued healing/health 
Juanita Johns, chemotherapy for pancreatic cancer 
Thelma Miller, Lymphoma 
Christy Bryson, health 
 
Those Grieving 
Delores Krueger and family in the death of her 

son, Jim Krueger 
Ken Pruitt and family at the death of his mother 
 
Our Elders at Home or Assisted Living 
Peg Turner, Morningside 
Brenda Cantrell, home 
Jeanne Welch, diagnosis of COPD 
Jenine Baldus, home care 
Julie Corbett, home care 
Linda Humphries, rehab Lila Doyle 
Marie Palmatier, home 
Margaret Penington, Lila Doyle 
Betty Wallace, Belvedere 
 
Other Prayer Concerns 
The countries of Haiti and Afghanistan 

Bishop Ginny Aebischer and our Synod Staff 
Our elected leaders, for continued wisdom  
All deployed military personnel 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Extended Family and Friends 
Pastor Alex Twedt and family 
Suzanna Carter Folely (Nancy Carter’s daughter, 

treatment for cancer) 
Norman Phillips, (Carolyn Brandt’s cousin) 
Pastor Pam Cook, cancer  
Gene Stephens, healing (Terry Stephen’s dad) 
Friend of the Sears dealing with cancer  
Jesus Soto, cancer (Jeri Klaren extended family) 
Jan Keck 
Ruth Gardner, Hospice (Grace Lichtenwald’s 

sister) 
Ida Smith, brain bleed (friend of PJ Daniels) 
Jaime Henry, heart issues (Annie Henry’s son) 
Bryce Easton, cancer (Fredi Hallman’s family) 
Adelina Biondi, diagnosed with epilepsy, (Fredi 
Hallman’s great-granddaughter) 
Chris Dodson, treatments and surgeries  
     (P.J./Danny Daniels son-in-law) 
Fran and Claudia King, (Jan Long’s parents) 
Clare Ryan in Hospice (Anne Fogel’s Aunt) 
Ina (Betty Sosebee’s friend) 
Kay Davis, cancer (friend of the Daniels) 
Betty Watkins (Betty Sosebee) 
John Heasley, diabetes (Johnson’s son-in-law) 
John Cluba (Al Pittman’s son-in-Law) 
Dohnvan (Kathy Scherter’s grandson) 
Gwen O’Looney (Fogel’s sister-in-law) cancer 
Tom Tyree, cancer (Sears’friend) 
Judy Candler, lung cancer (friend/Patty Shepard)  
Harold Smith (friend of Tina Barrett) heart  
Jennifer Webb (friend of the Nortons)  
Dolorico Perez (Josie Perez’s father)  
David Morgan (Pat Morgan’s son) cancer  
Eddie Harper (husband of Diane Harper) health    
Eve Mills, cancer (Francoise Fussell’s niece) 
Dan Fogel (son of Dean & Anne) prayers 
Lauren Hartman, (Bowmans’ daughter) Lyme 

disease 
Gina Daly, health  (Bob Johnsons daughter)  
Lily Sander (Johnson’s granddaughter) 

Please let the church office know of any 
updates to our prayer list. 

 3 

 

OPENING HYMN:         “Earth and All the Stars” 
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THE GREETING 
P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  
Spirit be with you all. C And also with you. 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P  Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Direct our choices and 
preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is false and evil, we may live in you, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C Amen 
 

YOUTH AND CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                            
   

THE FIRST READING:                                                                            Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18  
In the Near East, covenant means “agreement” or “alliance.” It describes relationships and 
is the primary word used to characterize the relationship between God and Israel. By deliv-
ering Israel, God has already begun the relationship. Joshua calls upon the people to re-
spond.  
 1Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the 
heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before 
God. 2aAnd Joshua said to all the people, 14“Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him 
in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the 
River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, 
choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region 
beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and 
my household, we will serve the Lord.” 
  16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve 
other gods; 17for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land 
of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protect-
ed us along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we 
passed; 18and the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the 
land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.” 
 
Psalm 34:15-22 —  Read Responsively 
 The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous. (Ps. 34:15)  
 15The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and God’s ears are open to their cry. 
 16The face of the Lord is against those who do evil, to erase the remembrance of 
 them rom the earth. 
 17The righteous cry, and the Lord hears them and delivers them from all their troubles. 
 18The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves those whose spirits are crushed.  
 19Many are the troubles of the righteous, but the Lord delivers them from every one. 
 20God will keep safe all their bones; not one of them shall be broken. 
 21Evil will bring death to the wicked and those who hate the righteous will be punished. 
 22O Lord, you redeem the life of your servants, and those who put their trust in you 
 will not be punished.  
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SENDING HYMN                     “We Are Marching in the Light of God”        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
A   Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.  
C  Thanks be to God. 
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THE MEAL                                
Upon entering worship today you were given a communion/fellowship cup. As the     pas-
tor shares in the Words of Institution and consecrates the elements, you will be     invited 

to peel back the seal on the cup and partake of the bread and wine. 
 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Pastor      The Lord be with you. 

People:      And also with you. 

Pastor      Lift up your hearts. 

People:     We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:      It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 

 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

THE PARTAKING OF COMMUNION 

THE PASTORAL BLESSING 

THE LORD’S PRAYER       

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 
A  Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As 
you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your Own 
life. In your name we pray. C  Amen 
 
 
 

THE BLESSING 

P  The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be upon 
you now and forever. C Amen. 
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THE ACCLAMATION   (sung together) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE NEW TESTAMENT READING                                                           Ephesians 6:10-20  
Like a general giving a rousing speech to troops before battle, this letter closes by call-
ing on Christians to be equipped for spiritual warfare against evil. The full armor of God 
includes truth, righteousness, peace, faith, the gift of salvation, and the word of God in-
spired by the Spirit. 

 
10Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11Put on the whole armor of 
God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12For our struggle is 
not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in 
the heavenly places. 13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be 
able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 14Stand 
therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of 
righteousness. 15As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim 
the gospel of peace. 16With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be 
able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17Take the helmet of salvation, and 
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
  18Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert 
and always persevere in supplication for all the saints. 19Pray also for me, so that when I 
speak, a message may be given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the 
gospel, 20for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I 
must speak. 
 
 

A   The Word of the Lord.  C  Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel. 
 

P  The Gospel of the Lord.    C  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON                                                                                         Pastor Rachel Connelly                                                                             
 

HYMN OF RESPONSE                  “Blessed Assurance” 

 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED        
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his  only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate and was     
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in  the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the     
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and  the life everlasting. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH     
                After each petition of  prayer—God, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 
 

THE PEACE (shared in place) 
P  The peace of Christ be with you always.  C And also with you.  
 

THE OFFERINGS 
[Our tithes and gifts are being received in baskets near the front and side doors. Thank you 
for placing your offerings in these receptacles upon entering or leaving the church today.] 
 
OFFERING HYMN                        “Let the Vineyards” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A   Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the 
feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. 
Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. C  Amen. 

 

 
 
 


