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Pastor Rachel’s contact information: stjohnspastorrachel@gmail.com 
cell phone (910) 515-0897 

Vicar Laura Beall’s contact information: stjohnsvicarlaura@gmail.com 
cell phone (605) 464-5947 

St. John’s Lutheran Church ~ 301 W. Main Street, Walhalla, SC  (864)638-6363 
Email:  stjohnsluther@gmail.com        Website:  stjohnswalhalla.org  

Facebook — St. John’s Lutheran, Walhalla 

St. John’ s Staff 

The Reverend Dr. Rachel Connelly, Pastor 

Vicar Laura Beall, Intern 

Jan Long, Congregational President 

                    Alicia Rannou, Administrative Assistant                           

Joan Lewis, Spiritual Gifts Coordinator  

Ray Burroughs,  Biggerstaff Resident Director 

Judi Matalik, SJ Preschool Director   

Patty Shepard, Youth Director 

Tiffany Chapman, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

Appointed by Congregation Council 

Chuck Rawlins, Treasurer 

Mark McLean, Financial Secretary 

Frances Devoe, Handbell Choir Director 

Greg Harris, Cemetery Coordinator                                                     

 
 

Our tithes and offerings are an important part of our faith journey. Elec-
tronic offerings may be given through GIVELIFY. You may also go to our 
website: www.stjohnswalhalla.org  and  access the secure giving button.  

Serving Today 
 

 Pastor:   The Rev. Dr. Rachel Connelly 
 Lay Assistant:  Barbara Wilson 
 Lector/Preacher: Vicar Laura Beall 
 Musicians:   Grace Lichtenwald 
 Greeters/Ushers: Deb Blackmore,  
 Technology:   Raeyanna Chapman 
 Altar Guild:   Martha Murtishaw  

   

 

Welcome to Worship at St. John’s!  
We are glad that you are with us today as we worship our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Life continues to “look different” than normal as we are taking precautions to keep          
everyone safe. Below are details about how we will share in our worship together. 

 

1. Our worship will be an abbreviated form of Service of Word with Holy Communion. 

2. Communion will be celebrated using prefilled Communion/Fellowship cups. 

3. Offerings can be given in the baskets provided in the Sacristy.  
 

+++ Please be courteous and respectful.  Please turn off all electronic devices during worship .+++ 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, ELCA 
Walhalla, South Carolina 

11 am  Worship  Service 
 

15h Sunday after Pentecost ~  September 5, 2021 
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September 5, 2021   ~    15th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Jesus himself seems to show partiality in his first response to the Syrophoenician woman 

in today’s gospel. Was he testing her faith in saying Gentiles don’t deserve the goods 

meant for God’s children? Or was he speaking out of his human worldview, but trans-

cended those limits when she took him by surprise with her reply? Either way, the story 

tells us that God shows no partiality. Everyone who brings a need to Jesus is received 

with equal honor as a child and heir. 
 

 

 

WE GATHER 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                             

 

WELCOME AND MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P   Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, 

     the God of mercy.  C  Amen. 

P   Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 

 

You may remain seated or kneel for the Confession 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P   God, our provider,  help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We 

question your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. 

We turn to our own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at 

your teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? 

Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen. 

 

P   Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. 

By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through              

Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into 

abundant life.  C  Amen 
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The Bell Tower— Ministry News 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26326.New Revised Standard Version 
Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Music permission 
CCLI, Christian Copyright Licensing International  #11166774. 

Today’s altar flowers  are given to the glory of God  

by Delores Krueger and family in memory of Ralph Krueger who left 

us 7 years ago, and our son Jim.  

"HOLY SMOKE!" - IT TAKES AN ARMY-  WAYS YOU CAN HELP 
• Sign-up to help with food prep on Friday 9/10 
• Volunteer to help on Friday to set-up the tent and early on Saturday morning to set tables 

up  and get things ready to go. 
• Sign-up to help “pull the pork” at 9am on 9/11 
• Volunteer to check the grounds for trash and empty trash bins on September11th 
• Sign-up to serve/package BBQ plates from 10am-2:30pm on 9/11 
• Sign-up to work at the sauce table and drink table from 11am-2pm on 9/11 
• Sign-up to help clean-up/tent “take-down” at 2pm on 9/11 

**Note- there will not be a bake sale booth. Please save your bakery items for the 

October 9th Walhalla History Day event. 

2021 ENDOWMENT FUND APPLICATIONS  
 

It is that time of year when we begin accepting applications for distributions from the fund to 
worthy activities and charitable organizations.  
 

The Endowment Fund was established in May of 2007 with the objective of providing and 
enhancing mission outreach beyond the operational budget of St. John’s.  
 

Each year we distribute 4 - 5% of our principal which has been successfully invested to 
perpetuate on going distributions. Over $54,000 has been distributed since inception.  
 

We encourage all members to consider gifting to the fund through estate planning, appreciated 
securities, cash, automobiles, boats, etc. Applications are available in the church office to be 
returned by October 17. 
 

Please contact any of the following committee members for assistance. 
 

Joe Sears chairman, Cathie Nowell, Chuck Rawlins, Jan Long, David Spain or Pastor Rachel 
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Our Church Family 
Misty Gilliam, surgery September 8 
Dave Lewis, treatment and healing 
Brenda Safrit, healing 
Erica Plowden and baby Liam David, born July 3, 

continued growth and healing 
Cindy Honeycutt, continued recovery  
Nancy Carter, health 
Beth Davis, continued healing 
John Champion, continued healing/health 
Juanita Johns, chemotherapy for pancreatic cancer 
Thelma Miller, Lymphoma 
Christy Bryson, health 
Linda Humphries, healing 
 

Those Grieving 
Delores Krueger family in the death of her son, Jim 
Krueger 
Ken Pruitt and family at the death of his mother 
 

Our Elders at Home or Assisted Living 
Jack Campbell, home healing 
Peg Turner, Morningside 
Brenda Cantrell, home 
Jeanne Welch, diagnosis of COPD 
Jenine Baldus, home care 
Julie Corbett, home care 
Marie Palmatier, home 
Margaret Penington, Lila Doyle 
Betty Wallace, Belvedere 
 

Other Prayer Concerns 
All those affected by Hurricane Ida 
The country of Haiti as they recover from the 
devastating earthquake 
The situation in Afghanistan—protection for our 
military and all our allies  
Bishop Ginny Aebischer and our Synod Staff 
Our elected leaders, for continued wisdom  
All deployed military personnel 

 
 
 

 
 
Our Extended Family and Friends 
Pastor Rick Inman (hospitalized Covid)  
Pastor Alex Twedt and family 
Suzanna Carter Folely (Nancy Carter’s daughter, 
treatment for cancer) 
Norman Phillips, (Carolyn Brandt’s cousin) 
Pastor Pam Cook, cancer  
Gene Stephens, healing (Terry Stephen’s dad) 
Friend of the Sears dealing with cancer  
Jesus Soto, cancer (Jeri Klaren extended family) 
Jan Keck 
Ruth Gardner, Hospice (Grace Lichtenwald’s sister) 
Ida Smith, brain bleed (friend of PJ Daniels) 
Jaime Henry, heart issues (Annie Henry’s son) 
Bryce Easton, cancer (Fredi Hallman’s family) 
Adelina Biondi, diagnosed with epilepsy, (Fredi 
Hallman’s great-granddaughter) 
Chris Dodson, treatments and surgeries  
     (P.J./Danny Daniels son-in-law) 
Fran and Claudia King, (Jan Long’s parents) 
Clare Ryan in Hospice (Anne Fogel’s Aunt) 
Ina (Betty Sosebee’s friend) 
Kay Davis, cancer (friend of the Daniels) 
Betty Watkins (Betty Sosebee) 
John Heasley, diabetes (Johnson’s son-in-law) 
John Cluba (Al Pittman’s son-in-Law) 
Dohnvan (Kathy Scherter’s grandson) 
Gwen O’Looney (Fogel’s sister-in-law) cancer 
Tom Tyree, cancer (Sears’friend) 
Judy Candler, lung cancer (friend/Patty Shepard)  
Harold Smith (friend of Tina Barrett) heart  
Jennifer Webb (friend of the Nortons)  
Dolorico Perez (Josie Perez’s father)  
David Morgan (Pat Morgan’s son) cancer  
Eddie Harper (husband of Diane Harper) health    
Eve Mills, cancer (Francoise Fussell’s niece) 
Dan Fogel (son of Dean & Anne) prayers 
Lauren Hartman, (Bowmans’ daughter) Lyme disease 
Gina Daly, health  (Bob Johnsons daughter)  
Lily Sander (Johnson’s granddaughter) 

Please let the church office know of any 
updates to our prayer list. 
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OPENING HYMN:         “Praise to the Lord Almighty” 

THE GREETING 
P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  
Spirit be with you all. C And also with you. 
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P  Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and death into life. 
Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a people ready to proclaim your promises 
to the whole world, through Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord. C Amen 
 

YOUTH AND CHILDREN’S MESSAGE /LITANY OF LABOR (SEE INSERT)                                                   
 

THE FIRST READING:                                                                           Isaiah 35:4-7a  
These verses are a word of hope to the exiles in Babylon. Isaiah 34 portrays God’s vengeance on Edom, 
Israel’s age-old enemy, which makes the path from Babylon to Zion safe for the exiles’ return. The desert 
itself will flow with water to give drink to the returning exiles. 
  
4Say to those who are of a fearful heart,   
  “Be strong, do not fear!   
 Here is your God.  
  He will come with vengeance,   
 with terrible recompense.   
  He will come and save you.”    
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,   
 and the ears of the deaf unstopped;  
6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
 and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
 and streams in the desert; 
7athe burning sand shall become a pool, 
 and the thirsty ground springs of water. 
     
 Psalm 146 —  Read Responsively 
 I will praise the Lord as long as I live. (Ps. 146:2) 

 1Hallelujah! Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
 2I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
 3Put not your trust in rulers, in mortals in whom there is no help. 
 4When they breathe their last, they return to earth, and in that day their thoughts perish. 
 5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope is in the Lord their God; 
 6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who keeps promises forever; 
 7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. The Lord sets  
  the captive free. 
 8The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;  
  the Lord loves the righteous.  
 9The Lord cares | for the stranger; the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the  
  way of the wicked. 
 10The Lord shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah! 
  

 
 

A   The Word of the Lord.   
C  Thanks be to God. 
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SENDING HYMN                     “Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus”        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

A   Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.   C  Thanks be to God. 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A  God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain 
from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering of 
our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. C  Amen. 
 

THE MEAL                                
Upon entering worship today you were given a communion/fellowship cup. As the     pas-
tor shares in the Words of Institution and consecrates the elements, you will be     invited 

to peel back the seal on the cup and partake of the bread and wine. 
 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Pastor      The Lord be with you. 

People:      And also with you. 

Pastor      Lift up your hearts. 

People:     We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:      It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 

 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

THE PARTAKING OF COMMUNION 

THE PASTORAL BLESSING 

THE LORD’S PRAYER       

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
A  Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a 
feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the 
abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C  Amen 
 
 

THE BLESSING 
P  People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The holy 

Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever. C Amen. 
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Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel. 
 

THE ACCLAMATION   (sung together) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL                                  Mark 7:24-37  
In Mark’s gospel, encounters with women usually signify turning points in Jesus’ ministry. Here, 
a conversation with a Syrophoenician woman marks the beginning of his mission to the Gentiles. 
24[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want any-
one to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice,25but a woman whose little daughter 
had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his 
feet. 26Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the de-
mon out of her daughter. 27He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take 
the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 28But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under 
the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may go—the 
demon has left your daughter.” 30So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the 
demon gone. 
  31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Gal-
ilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in 
his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33He took him aside in private, away 
from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. 34Then 
looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35And imme-
diately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus ordered 
them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. 37They 
were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf 
to hear and the mute to speak.” 
 
P  The Gospel of the Lord.    C  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 

SERMON                                                                                        Vicar Laura Beall 
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HYMN OF RESPONSE       “Light Dawns on a Weary World” 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his  only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate and was     cru-
cified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to 
judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in  the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the for-
giveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and  the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH     
                After each petition of  prayer—God, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 
 

THE PEACE (shared in place) 
P  The peace of Christ be with you always.  C And also with you.  
 

THE OFFERINGS 
[Our tithes and gifts are being received in baskets near the front and side doors. Thank you for 
placing your offerings in these receptacles upon entering or leaving the church today.] 
 

OFFERING HYMN                        “Let the Vineyards” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


