
PRE-GATHERING MUSIC                             

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

GATHERING SONG “Be the Centre”                          see next page 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Pastor:  Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of mercy.  
People:  Amen. 
Pastor:  Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God, our provider, help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when    
they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own understanding rather than 
trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can 
we turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen.   
 

Pastor:  Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By Jesus, the 
worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s 
mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.  People: Amen. 
 
OPENING SONG:    “Step by Step”      see next page 
  

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING  
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  People: And also with you. 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Leader:  Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and death into life. Open us to 
the power of your presence, and make us a people ready to proclaim your promises to the whole world, through 
Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord. People: Amen. 
 
 

THE SCRIPTURE READINGS                                                        see next page 
 

THE MESSAGE                                                                  Vicar Laura Beall 
 

SONG OF RESPONSE:   “Light Dawns On a Weary World”    see next page 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate and was crucified, died, and was buried. He  
descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the     
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.                                 
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9AM Worship at Biggerstaff Retreat Center 
James tells us to stop showing favoritism in the assembly, treating the rich visitor with more honor than the poor one. 
Jesus himself seems to show partiality in his first response to the Syrophoenician woman in today’s gospel. Was he 
testing her faith in saying Gentiles don’t deserve the goods meant for God’s children? Or was he speaking out of his 
human worldview, but transcended those limits when she took him by surprise with her reply? Either way, the story tells 
us that God shows no partiality. Everyone who brings a need to Jesus is received with equal honor as a child and heir. 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Holy One, you bring your people together in worship. Enliven your church. Guide all evangelists, preachers, 
prophets, and missionaries who seek to share your love through word and deed.  
 God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

You provide water for thirsty ground and sunshine to feed hungry plants. Bless all who advocate for healthy 
forests, unpolluted air, and clean waterways. Inspire all people to show care for the world you have made.  
 God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

You show no partiality. Increase justice in all nations. Encourage leaders and governments to work with one 
another for the good of our common world. (Especially as we celebrate Labor Day,) unite us in seeking the 
health, safety, and dignity of all.  
 God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

You accompany those who are most in need. Shelter all fleeing violence or persecution, protect any who are in 
danger, and sustain them through uncertain and unstable times.  
 God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

You support the work of your disciples. Continue to nurture the leadership and ministries of this congregation 
(especially).  
 God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

You embrace all who have died in the faith and brought them into your glorious presence. We thank you for their 
example and rejoice in their lives. 
 God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 People: Amen. 
 
OFFERTORY SONG                                          “Sanctuary” 

 
THE MEAL  

Entering worship today you were given a communion/fellowship cup. As the pastor shares the Words of Institution 
and consecrates the elements, you are invited to peel back the seal on the cup and partake of the bread and wine.  

 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

THE PARTAKING OF COMMUNION  

THE PASTORAL BLESSING  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER  
A  Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you have nourished us 
in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your name we pray. People: Amen. 
 
THE BLESSING  

P The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you now and forever. 
People:  Amen.   
 
SENDING  SONG:    “We Shall Not Be Moved”     see next page 
 
DISMISSAL  
A  Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.  
People: Thanks be to God.  
 



 
THE OLD TESTAMENT READING   Isaiah 35:4-7a  
These verses are a word of hope to the exiles in Babylon. Isaiah 34 portrays God’s vengeance on Edom, Israel’s age
-old enemy, which makes the path from Babylon to Zion safe for the exiles’ return. The desert itself will flow with 
water to give drink to the returning exiles. 
4Say to those who are of a fearful heart,   5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
  “Be strong, do not fear!           and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
 Here is your God.      6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
  He will come with vengeance,          and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
 with terrible recompense.     For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
  He will come and save you.”          and streams in the desert; 
        7athe burning sand shall become a pool, 
                and the thirsty ground springs of water. 
 
Psalm: Psalm 146—  Read Responsively 
I will praise the LORD as long as I live. (Ps. 146:2) 
 1Hallelujah! Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
 2I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
 3Put not your trust in rulers, in mortals in whom there is no help. 
 4When they breathe their last, they return to earth, and in that day their thoughts perish. 
 5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope is in the Lord their God; 
 6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them; who keeps promises forever; 
 7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. The Lord sets the captive free. 
 8The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the 
  righteous. 
 9The Lord cares for the stranger; the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
 10The Lord shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!  

 
THE ACCLAMATION   (spoken) 
C    “Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.” 

 
The Gospel:             Mark 7:24-37 

In Mark’s gospel, encounters with women usually signify turning points in Jesus’ ministry. Here, a 
conversation with a Syrophoenician woman marks the beginning of his mission to the Gentiles. 
24[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want anyone to know he was 
there. Yet he could not escape notice,25but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard 
about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. 26Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. 
She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not 
fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 28But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table 
eat the children’s crumbs.” 29Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may go—the demon has left your 
daughter.” 30So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 
  31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of 
the Decapolis. 32They brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay 
his hand on him. 33He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat 
and touched his tongue. 34Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be 
opened.” 35And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus 
ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. 37They were 
astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to 
speak.” 
 
P  The Gospel of the Lord.     
C  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 



SONGS FOR WORSHIP 
 

 Be The Centre 
  
Verse 1 
Jesus be the centre 
Be my source be my light 
Jesus 
    
Verse 2 
Jesus be the centre 
Be my hope be my song 
Jesus 
 
Chorus  
Be the fire in my heart 
Be the wind in these sails 
Be the reason that I live 
Jesus Jesus 
    
Verse 3 
Jesus be my vision 
Be my path be my guide 
Jesus    Chorus 
 

Step by Step   
Oh God, You are my God  
And I will ever praise You  
Oh God, You are my God  
And I will ever praise You  
  
I will seek You in the morning  
And I will learn to walk in Your ways  
And step by step You'll lead me  
And I will follow You all of my days  
{Repeat} 
  
Last time: And step by step You'll lead me 
And I will follow You all of my days 
  
 Text: Beaker, Music: Beaker; arr Nylea Butler-Moore 

Text and music c 1991 BMG Songs, Inc. and Kid Brother 
of St. Frank Publishing 
 

Sanctuary 

  Lord prepare me, to be a sanctuary  

 Pure and Holy, tried and true  

 With thanksgiving, I'II be a living  

 Sanctuary for You.  

 
 Holy Spirit, fill this vessel  

 Make my heart to, burn within  

 Purify me, make my life be  

 A sanctuary for You. 
 
 
 
 

Light Dawns on a Weary World 
1 Light dawns on a weary world 
 when eyes begin to see 
 all people's dignity. 
 Light dawns on a weary world: 
 the promised day of justice comes. 
 

Refrain 
 The trees shall clap their hands; 
 the dry lands, gush with springs; 
 the hills and mountains shall break forth with singing! 
 We shall go out in joy, 
 and be led forth in peace, 
 as all the world in wonder echoes shalom. 
 

2 Love grows in a weary world 
 when hungry hearts find bread 
 and children's dreams are fed. 
 Love grows in a weary world: 
 the promised feast of plenty comes.  Refrain 
 

3 Hope blooms in a weary world 
 when creatures, once forlorn, 
 find wilderness reborn. 
 Hope blooms in a weary world: 
 the promised green of Eden comes.  Refrain 
 
 

We Shall Not Be Moved 
Refrain 
 We shall not be, we shall not be moved. 
 We shall not be, we shall not be moved; 
 like a tree planted by the water, 
 We shall not be moved. 
 

1 When my cross is heavy, I shall not be moved, 
 when my cross is heavy, I shall not be moved; 
 like a tree planted by the water, 
 I shall not be moved.  Refrain 
 

2 The church of God is marching, we shall not be moved, 
 the church of God is marching, we shall not be moved; 
 like a tree planted by the water, 
 We shall not be moved.  Refrain 
 

3 Jesus is our captain, we shall not be moved, 
 Jesus is our captain, we shall not be moved; 
 like a tree planted by the water, 
 We shall not be moved.  Refrain 
 

4 Fighting sin and Satan, we shall not be moved, 
 fighting sin and Satan, we shall not be moved; 
 like a tree planted by the water, 
 We shall not be moved.  Refrain 
 

Text African American spiritual 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg  Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted  by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies  Annual License #26326. NRSV Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States. Used by permission. All rights reserved.   
Music permission CCLI,   #11166774.   
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