
THE CHIMES 
St. John’s  Lutheran Church,  ELCA     

Mission: EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, WE JOYFULLY INVITE ALL TO 
LOVE,  SERVE, AND GROW IN CHRIST WHILE EMBRACING A CHANGING WORLD. 

 

Office Hours Mon.- Fri. 8:30 am - 1:00 pm     Phone: (864) 638-6363 
Email:  stjohnsluther@gmail.com  Website: www.stjohnswalhalla.org    

Biggerstaff Christian Retreat: 864-280-6067      biggerstaffctr@bellsouth.net   
St. John’s Pre-School: (864) 638-8099   Email:  stjohnspreschoolwalhalla@gmail.com  

 
 

 

October	2021	
BLOOM WHERE YOU ARE PLANTED  

Dear Friends:  
 
We have been preparing for our son Jacob’s marriage celebration scheduled in October. Because of Covid, he 
and Lara postponed their big wedding that was to be held last October at Lutheridge, the camp where they met, 
and ended up with a small ceremony in our backyard with just family. 
 
In the preparations for this year’s wedding celebration, I purchased some fall mums. I love the Autumn colors—
oranges, yellows, browns—they remind me of the changing seasons. Most of mums that I bought have yet to 
bloom. I am hoping that they will open up fully by the day of the wedding – each day I have seen glimpses of 
the blooming process as the flowers are moving toward their full bloom. 
 
Within the Christian Church and even our own congregation of St. John’s, we sometimes are tempted to become 
too comfortable and think they we have matured or “fully bloomed”.  Sometimes we feel at ease with those who 
are with us and decide that God’s work, for the most part, is done with us. It is then that we start easing up on 
exercising our faith and that we stop growing. Our mission statement calls us to a different mindset: Empowered 
by the Holy Spirit, we joyfully invite all to love, serve, and grow in Christ while embracing a changing world. 
  
During the Fall season we are seeing more opportunities for adults, youth, and children to bloom and grow in 
their faith. We have opened back up our Sunday School and confirmation classes. We have adult classes in 
person and an online class. When our hearts and lives are rooted in Jesus, we grow, our relationship grows, and 
God’s kingdom grows. Think about it, and “Bloom Where You Are Planted!” 
  
Blessings and Peace, 

Fall is here and change is in the air. Days are noticeably shorter, temperatures have begun their downward 
trend, and the shift from summer to fall activities is in full swing. Some of those activities are right here at St. 
John’s, as we get ready for the upcoming Walhalla History Days and begin another exciting year of Sunday 
School with the youth of the congregation. It is also a time of change as many begin to return to activities 
which have been on hold due to the Covid pandemic. Even with the return to some activities it is clear but there 
are still many people who are currently experiencing the continuing pandemic. As we move into a season of 
change is important to continue to remember those who are not back with us and who maybe more in need of 
support now that they have been before. There have been a lot of changes in churches across the country in the 
last year, and we are still learning what changes are coming next. It’s a very exciting time to be exploring all 
the ways that we can support one another and work with one another to find new ways of doing old things. I’m 
excited to be learning alongside all of you, and hope we continue to hold each other in prayer as we journey to 
move to whatever comes next! 

— Vicar Laura 



Endowment Fund Report — 2021 ENDOWMENT FUND  APPLICATIONS  
 
Endowment Fund Applications are available in the church office and need to be returned by October 
17. Please contact any of the following committee members for assistance. 
Joe Sears chairman, Cathie Nowell, Chuck Rawlins, Jan Long, David Spain or Pastor Rachel 

WALHALLA HISTORY DAY—October 9, 2021 

Time for another opportunity for St. John's to serve the community- on Saturday, October 9th from noon until 
6pm St. John's will be involved in Walhalla History Day. We will showcase our Sanctuary and Cemetery by 
offering self-guided tours with docents available to answer questions. We will also host a German food booth 
on Short Street, sharing the prep work with Gather Uptown and the Hamilton Career Center. More information 
about volunteer needs will be sent out mid-week. 

We will, once again, offer our world famous baked goods! We are asking for members to donate their favorite 
home baked goodies. As you decide what to make please think autumn and German!  If possible- please attach 
your recipe to the item you bake. This is an extra added touch to show our German heritage. 
Please have all bakery items to the church no later than 10am on Friday 10/8. You are 
welcome to leave your items in the church freezer. All items should be individually wrapped 
(cake slices on a paper plate and wrapped), labeled and priced.  Contact Joan for more 
information regarding pricing. 

FALL IS HERE….HOORAY!! 
Finally a reprieve from hot temps. 

 

SUNDAY – October 10th - We will have a joint outing with High School and Middle School. We will be going 
to “The Oasis Ranch” putt-putt Golf course in Seneca meet at Church at 2:00 pm and head on down there and 
play a round. Then we will  get stop and get ice cream on way back. Bring $8.00 for a round of golf and the ice 
cream will be on me. We should be back at church 6:00pm. 
 
We are back to having Sunday School class starting October 17th– finally – in person (with all the  
necessary precautions) from 10:00 – 11:00.   This will be in between the 9 and 11 am services. 

 
Children’s Ministry 

There will be a Halloween activity at Biggerstaff the afternoon of October 31; details to follow.  

Congratulations to our own Risse Snelgrove who was elected President of SC WELCA for 2022-2023!!!   

The Foothills Conference will convene on Saturday, November 6, 2021, 
at Lutheran Church By The Lake, McCormick, SC.  If you plan to attend, please 
email Barbara Wilson (hickoryhollowbw@bellsouth.net) by October 28.  We will 
carpool.  Covid precautions will be used during traveling and at the Conference. 

 

Sincere thank you to the wonderful ladies who gave the very nice luncheon after Jim’s funeral. 
I am so thankful.  

Delores Krueger 



Congregation Council Meeting 
September 27,  2021 —Abbreviated Minutes 

“HOLY SMOKE” - 5th Annual St. John’s BBQ  

The BBQ was a success.  We served 406 plates.  Profit from the sale was $3,600 which was 
donated to Family Readiness Support of the 263rd Air Defense Artillery of the SC National 
Guard. 
 
Special thanks to Tina and Terry Stephens who continue to partner with St. John’s for this 
special outreach opportunity. And . . . .thanks to all who bought tickets, helped prepare and 
package the food, and assisted in cleanup. 

BIGGERSTAFF RETREAT CENTER NEWS 
“For everything there is a season . . .”    Ecclesiastes 3:1 

 

After twenty-two years of service as Biggerstaff Retreat Center Resident Director, Ray 
Burroughs will be stepping away from this position at the end of September. Ray is committed 
to helping provide a smooth transition for the church as we consider the next steps of leadership 
and caretaking of our Biggerstaff Retreat. 

 
The Congregational Council will work with the Biggerstaff Board to ensure that the remaining events planned 
for the fall are covered and that the necessary caretaking takes place. During our off-season, the church will 
take time to assess and brainstorm the current and future needs for staffing at Biggerstaff.  
 
Ray will remain at St. John’s in his role as sexton and technology support with general facilities management. 
He will also continue to be a part of 9am worship musical ensemble. As a long-time member of St. John’s, Ray 
is committed to our ministries and mission. We will be recognizing Ray at the 9am worship on October 10. 
Please pray for St. John’s ministry at Biggerstaff and for Ray during this time of change and transition and as 
we ask for God’s discerning Spirit.  

Vice President Dean Fogel called the meeting to order at 6:10 pm.  Dwelling in the Word by Vicar Laura, James 
5:13-20. 
August Meeting Minutes:  Approved at presented  Motion:  Move into executive session to discuss a personnel 
matter 
Pastor’s Report: Southern Seminary would like to partner with St. John’s in 2022 for a prospective intern.  
New Administrative Assistant is doing well.  Vicar Laura is assisting with missions and ministries. 
Vicar’s Report:  Vicar Laura is visiting, delivering meals and meeting with different ministry groups. 
Financial Report:  Total income for August was less than forecasted by $1,796.00.  Total expenses were less 
than forecasted by $2,432.00.  YTD total income was greater than forecasted by $10,620.00.  YTD total 
expenses were less than forecasted by $20,103.00.  General Fund checking account balance is $58,684.00. 
Worship & Music:  Meeting planned for mid-October.  Monitoring Covid trends. 
Property:  There is renewed interest in the old Courthouse.  The Ballenger House is to be inspected.  May need 
to replace the upstairs Fellowship Hall HVAC. 
Faith Formation:  Youth Sunday School and Confirmation classes began September 26th. 
Parish Life/Outreach:  Holy Smoke BBQ profit was $3,600.00.  October 9th is the Walhalla History Days. 
Congregational Cares:  Chefs for Shut-ins is going well.  The transportation committee ministry needs 
volunteers. 
Biggerstaff:  Committee is transitioning through the Caretaker change.  Need volunteers for upcoming events in 
October.  Election of new officers and board members in November. 
Preschool:  Daily operations going well. 
Intern Committee:  Received motion for Vicar Laura to receive reimbursement for use of a personal cell phone.  
Passed. 
2022 Operating Budget:  Will be reviewed and approved by Congregation Council in October. 
Annual Congregation Meeting:  Sunday, November 21st 

Nominating Committee:  Committee formed to present nominations for future congregation council seats. 
Next meeting is October 18th, 2021 – 6:00 pm 
Respectfully Submitted – Bill Brackett, Congregation Council Secretary 
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JOIN US FOR WORSHIP ON   
ST JOHN’S FACEBOOK PAGE –LIVE ON 

SUNDAYS  
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Walhalla 

St. John’ s Staff 
 

   The Reverend Dr. Rachel Connelly, Pastor 
Laura Beall, Vicar 

Jan Long, Congregational President   
Alicia Rannou, Administrative Assistant  
Joan Lewis,  Spiritual Gifts Coordinator  

Patty Shepard, Youth Director 
Tiffany Chapman, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

Ray Burroughs, Sexton/Technology Support 
Judi Matalik, SJ Preschool Director 

Chuck Rawlins, Congregational Treasurer 
Mark McLean, Financial Secretary 

Greg Harris, Cemetery Coordinator   

Pastor Rachel’s contact information: 
Email: stjohnspastorrachel@gmail.com 

Cell # (910) 515-0897   

Vicar Laura’s contact information: 
Email: stjohnsvicarlaura@gmail.com 

Cell # (605) 464-5941 


