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September	2021	
LORD HAVE MERCY, Hear our Prayers 

 

Dear Friends: 
 

As the calendar turns to another month, it seems that the prayer concerns and anxieties in our community,  
nation, and world continue to rise. I recently returned to a book entitled Congregational Leadership in Anxious 
Times written by the late congregational health consultant and noted author, consultant, Peter Steinke. This 
volume focuses on how church leaders are called to be a “non-anxious presence” particularly in times of great 
change, turmoil, and conflict.  
 

I have to admit the last month have seen my own anxiety rising as we have watched the number of new  
Covid-19 cases, hospitalizations, and deaths rising again. Oconee County is now one designated as a  
“high-risk county” for new cases – particularly for the unvaccinated. The number of children and youth  
affected is alarming as our schools are recording the highest number of positive cases since the pandemic  
began and the number of students and staff who are out on quarantine are hitting record numbers. 
 

In addition to the Covid concerns, we have also seen a destructive earthquake hit Haiti, with a reported 2,207 
deaths, 320 reported missing, and more than 50,000 homes destroyed. We have also watched and read about 
the withdrawal of troops in Afghanistan after a 20-year.  Anxieties have risen as we have heard of the more 
than 120,000 Americans and Afghan allies being evacuated in the face of the Taliban takeover and a terrorist 
attack from ISIS-K that killed 13 American military and over 100 Afghans. And then, this last weekend  
Hurricane Ida’s made landfall in Louisiana leaving a wake of damage and loss.  
 

I join the cry of the Psalmist, “How long, O Lord?” I also turn to God, hearing the words of St. Paul: “Have no 
anxiety about anything but in everything with prayer and petition, make your requests known to God.”  
So I implore you to pray. Pray for our congregation and community, pray for our nation, and pray for 
the world. 
  
 LORD HAVE MERCY, Hear our Prayer 
 
 

 

 

Beginnings are often the hardest part of starting something new, and I wish to say a heartfelt thank you to 
everyone at St. John’s who has made such an effort to make sure my own beginning was a wonderful one. 
From all the thoughtful little things and well-done big things at the parsonage to the warm welcome from all I 
have met, I cannot thank you enough. It has been a grand adventure getting to know everyone! 

If I haven’t had the chance to meet you yet, I do hope we meet soon. I am excited to learn more about this 
congregation and our life together for the next year. I also look forward to sharing in your own stories as we 
take this time together. So you know a short bit of my own story: I came here from a small acreage in South 
Dakota where we raised hay, chickens, and had an assortment of other farm animals including ducks, donkeys, 
and barn cats. I am the oldest child in a family of four and have one niece and one nephew back home. Perhaps 
most importantly, I am loving learning about this area. It’s an exciting and interesting time to be in the world, 
and as always to be part of the life of the church. — Vicar Laura 



“HOLY SMOKE” - 5th Annual St. John’s BBQ - Saturday, September 11th from 11am-2pm!  

In 2021 we are returning to our St. John’s location. BBQ by Terry and Tina Stephens of Iron 
Pig — $10 per plate. As we mark the 20th anniversary of 9/11, we will be donating to our 
local first responders. BBQ by the pound is available for pick up at the door for $12 per 
pound, pint jars of BBQ sauce are $7.50 each. We will have pounds available only until the 
supply runs out. No “pound pre-orders” will be taken this year. 

Tickets are available for purchase at Biggerstaff Sunday worship, at St. John’s, or at the door. Questions- 
contact Joan Lewis at joanlewissc@aol.com or 864-710-1756. 

"HOLY SMOKE!" ‐ IT TAKES AN ARMY‐  WAYS YOU CAN HELP 

 Sign‐up to help with food prep on Tuesday 9/10 and Friday 9/10 

 Purchase or sell BBQ  ckets 

 Volunteer to help on Friday to set‐up the tent and early on Saturday morning to set tables up, etc. 

 Sign‐up to help “pull the pork” at 9am on 9/11 

 Volunteer to check the grounds for trash and empty trash bins on September11th 

 Sign‐up to serve/package BBQ plates from 10am‐2:30pm on 9/11 

 Sign‐up to work at the sauce table and drink table from 11am‐2pm on 9/11 

 Sign‐up to help clean‐up/tent “take‐down” at 2pm on 9/11 
 

**Note‐ there will not be a bake sale booth. Please save your bakery items for the October 9th Walhalla 
History Day event. 

Endowment Fund Report — 2021 ENDOWMENT FUND  APPLICATIONS  
 
It is that time of year when we begin accepting applications for distributions from the fund to worthy activities and 
charitable organizations. The Endowment Fund was established in May of 2007 with the objective of providing 
and enhancing mission outreach beyond the operational budget of St. John’s.  
 
Each year we distribute 4 - 5% of our principal which has been successfully invested to perpetuate on going 
distributions.  Over $54,000 has been distributed since inception.  
 
We encourage all members to consider gifting to the fund through estate planning, appreciated securities, cash, 
automobiles, boats, etc. to help grow the fund and our outreach distributions. 
 
Applications are available in the church office and need to be returned by October 17. 
 
Please contact any of the following committee members for assistance. 
 
Joe Sears chairman, Cathie Nowell, Chuck Rawlins, Jan Long, David Spain or Pastor Rachel 

WALHALLA HISTORY DAY 

On Saturday, October 9th, Walhalla will hold its second annual HISTORY DAY. History 
Day will open to the community and take place on Short Street. It will include many 
activities revolving around the early history of Walhalla.  There will be food vendors, 
music, a beer tent and children’s activities. The museums will be open. There will be tours 
of St. John’s sanctuary and cemetery. Along with tours of the church and cemetery, St. John’s will host a food 
booth serving brats, sauerkraut and German potato salad. NEEDED are volunteers to help prepare our simple 
menu and to serve at the food both between noon and 5pm. We will be masked, gloved and follow all COVID-
19 guidelines. This will be a great opportunity for us to showcase St. John’s and their historic significance in 
Walhalla. More information and sign-up availability soon. 



Congregation Council Meeting, 
August 20, 2021 —Abbreviated Minutes 

 
The meeting opened at 11:25 am after a brief council planning retreat at the home of Jan Long. Vice President Dean 
Fogel presided due to Jan's absence. Dwelling in the Word was led by Pastor Rachel: Isaiah 43:1-19. 
Meeting Minutes July: Motion to approve as presented, Tom Ward. Second, Greg Harris. Passed.                            
Financial Report: Total income for July was $4080 more than forecasted. Total expenses were $1951 less than 
forecasted. Year to date, we are $24,203 received over expenses. Council to review an initial draft of the 2022 
Operating Budget in September.  
Pastor's Report: Both Worship services are going well. Vicar Laura's arrival went smoothly. She is adjusting well.  
 

MINISTRY AREAS 
Worship/Music: Upcoming committee meeting.                                                                                                                        
Property: Committee is addressing the grounds maintenance concerns.                                                                           
Faith Formation: Sunday School classes ongoing. Confirmation classes will resume in Sept.                                    
Parish Life/Outreach: BBQ and Bake Sale on Sept 11th. St John’s/Walhalla History Day is Oct 9th. A donation of 
$2000 was received for the Community Garden.                                                                                           
Congregation Care: The Knitters donated afghans to Lakeview Rest Home.                                                                      
Biggerstaff: The Board will need to be reorganized due to loss of members.                                                                 
Preschool: 42 students enrolled. Teachers are being encouraged to vaccinate. 
Safe Worship Protocols: Protocols will change to have mask wearing for all entering and leaving the Church and 
Sanctuary. Council will continue to monitor.  
Next Meeting September 20th.                                                                                                                                                    
Meeting Adjourned at 12:30 PM with praying The Lord’s Prayer.  
 Respectfully submitted by Bill Brackett, Secretary 

Oconee County Backpack Lunch Program has begun for the 2021-22 school year. Each month a 
group of St. John’s volunteers deliver boxed lunches to students in need at Keowee Elementary School, 
Tamassee-Salem Elementary School and Walhalla Middle School. This is a much-needed outreach that 
our congregation has supported for almost 10 years. Many thanks to our deliverers this year- Dean and 
Anne Fogel, PJ and Danny Daniels, Kathy Scherter, Ryan Raab and Judy Roth for their dedication to 
this ministry. 

Youth will flow as we can. 
Water day still TBD—stay tuned for more details. 

Dear Friends 
 Thank you so very much for the wonderful retirement reception, gifts, and well-wishes. I loved my job 
in the church office and will miss my day-to-day contact with you. 
           Love in Christ, Andrea 

BIGGERSTAFF RETREAT CENTER NEWS 
 

“For everything there is a season . . .”    Ecclesiastes 3:1 
 

After twenty-two years of service as Biggerstaff Retreat Center Resident Director, Ray Burroughs will be 
stepping away from this position at the end of September. Ray is committed to helping provide a smooth 
transition for the church as we consider the next steps of leadership and caretaking of our Biggerstaff Retreat. 
 

The Congregational Council will work with the Biggerstaff Board to ensure that the remaining events planned 
for the fall are covered and that the necessary caretaking takes place. During our off-season, the church will 
take time to assess and brainstorm the current and future needs for staffing at Biggerstaff.  
 

Ray will remain at St. John’s in his role as sexton and technology support with general facilities management. 
He will also continue to be a part of 9am worship musical ensemble. As a long-time member of St. John’s, 
Ray is committed to our ministries and mission. Please pray for St. John’s ministry at Biggerstaff and for Ray 
during this time of change and transition and as we ask for God’s discerning Spirit. 
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St. John’ s Staff 
 

   The Reverend Dr. Rachel Connelly, Pastor 
Laura Beall, Vicar 

Jan Long, Congregational President   
Alicia Rannou, Administrative Assistant  
Joan Lewis,  Spiritual Gifts Coordinator  

Patty Shepard, Youth Director 
Tiffany Chapman, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

Ray Burroughs, Biggerstaff Resident Director 
Judi Matalik, SJ Preschool Director 

Chuck Rawlins, Congregational Treasurer 
Mark McLean, Financial Secretary 

Greg Harris, Cemetery Coordinator   

Pastor Rachel’s contact information: 
Email: stjohnspastorrachel@gmail.com 

Cell # (910) 515-0897   


