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WORSHIP AT ST. JOHN’S – Reformation through Christ the King Sunday 

Sunday, October 31 — Reformation Sunday 
On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther nailed his “95 Theses” to the door of the castle 
church in Wittenberg, Germany.  His ideas spread exponentially farther and faster 
than he could have expected due to Johannes Gutenberg’s recently-invented printing 
press, and helped catalyze the Protestant Reformation. Many churches commemorate 
this date as an annual reminder that the church is both “reformed and always 
reforming”.  WEAR RED TO WORSHIP in remembrance of the fire of the Holy Spirit. 

Sunday, November 7 — All Saints Sunday 
On All Saints Sunday we celebrate the victory won for all the faithful dead, even as 
we grieve those lost to us, knowing God honors our tears. We share in our grief in the 
sacrament of Holy Communion and find there a foretaste of the feast to come. God’s 
faithfulness is eternal and rests on all the saints in heaven and on earth. This year at 
St. John’s we resume our practice of closing our worship with a processional to the 
cemetery where we remember those who died in the last year. Members will also be 
invited at the beginning of the service to light a candle of remembrance for loved ones. 

Sunday, November 14 —25th Sunday after Pentecost / Veterans Recognition 
Our readings for this day focus on the final resurrection and the end times as we 
move to the completion of our liturgical calendar. At St. John’s we will honor and 
remember the Veterans in our congregation and community who have served in war 
and peace times, recognizing and thanking them for their service. 

Sunday, November 21 — Christ the King Sunday 
Christ the King Sunday is the final Sunday of the church year. On this day we honor 
the fact that, in the end, all that ever was or is or will be belongs to God. We 
remember Christ’s messianic kingship and sovereign rule over all creation. We 
celebrate Christ as the King that brings healing and hope as he ushers in the 
Kingdom of God on earth and promises life everlasting in the Kingdom of heaven. 

Please note: Our last lakeside worship service at Biggerstaff is on October 31.  Beginning on 
November 7 we will have our 9am worship service in the fellowship hall. 
 

 DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME CHANGES  — NOVEMBER 7TH. 
Remember to turn your clocks back one hour on Saturday 

night. 
Blessed with an extra hour of sleep,  

we then can come refreshed to worship our Lord! 



Handbells will practice Tuesdays at 5:15pm in the Fellowship Hall.  

All are welcome to join.  

No experience necessary. We will teach you. 

Children’s Ministry—TRUNK OR TREAT 

A Halloween activity at St. John’s on Church Street for 
our church, preschool kids, and the community. 

Saturday, October 30, from 12 – 3pm 

Trunk or Treat is an alternative to the house to house trick or treating tradition associated with 
Halloween. Participants park their cars side by side in a designated area of the parking lot. Most folks 

decorate their trunks for the event. Candy is handed out by the participants.  
There will also be pumpkins to paint and face painting by youth. 

Members are welcome to donate candy or to bring their cars and participate. 

Mark your calendars for Sunday November 14th!  

The Survivors are planning to honor our veterans, both past and present.  

Make sure we have the name of your family’s military personnel including the names 
of those who went on ahead so we may recognize their service. Please let either 

Jan Long, Millie Hawbecker or Shonda Mahler know their name and the service in 
which they served.  

Everyone will receive an individually packaged cupcake after each Sunday service. 
Thank you for your help with this recognition. 

November is looking to be another wonderful month at St. John’s. The last few months have been full of 
activity with community events and the beginning of the school year, and soon many will be back to feeling 
just a little too busy as the year draws to a close. There’s something wonderful about a few weeks in between to 
look at all that has been accomplished and remember again why we spend the time doing these things at all. I 
find it is easy to feel as though the activities are there for their own sake, and forget why they were created to 
begin with. There is an opportunity during this time of year to look at what we do and why we do it as we 
discern what we need. It may be we are right on track, or perhaps there is something which can be let go of, or 
even a calling to create something new! What opportunities do you see which fill a need in the congregation or 
community? I pray there are ideas which may be beneficial for many, and invite you to do so as well. Every 
ministry begins in a season of prayer and discernment. Perhaps now is the perfect time. — Vicar Laura 

WELCA--Bold women of St. John's plan to attend our second meeting on Saturday, 
December 11, at 10:15am at the home of Lynn Pode. More information will be given during 
the first week in December.  

St John's Knitters and Crocheters— 

Get your Christmas stocking stuffers on Wednesday, November 10 from 9-11am or 5-7pm in 
the fellowship hall. Items include dish cloths, microwave cozies, hot mats, dish towel holders, 

caps, baby items, etc.  Proceeds will go to purchase socks for Adults in Protective Services. 



Congregation Council Meeting 
October 18, 2021 —Abbreviated Minutes 

You are invited to join in worship and celebration as Christopher Girardeau is 
ordained into the ministry of Word and Sacrament. Christopher will serve as Pastor 
of Reformation Lutheran Church in Lancaster, SC. 
 

The worship service will take place at Christ Chapel on the campus of Lutheran 
Theological Southern Seminary in Columbia, SC on Nov 13 at 4:30pm.  
 

The service will also be live-streamed on the Christ Chapel's Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/TeachFormNurture. The specific link to the video will 
be posted in this event closer to the actual date. 
Our offering for the service is designated to the HOPE in Lancaster. You can give 
by visiting https://hopeinlancaster.org/help-us-by-donating/ 

NOTICE—ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
10AM SUNDAY NOVEMBER 21 

St. John’s Annual Congregation Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, November 21, 2021 at 
10:00am in the Fellowship Hall. (following the 9am Worship) 
The agenda for this meeting is as follows:  
 Approve minutes from the 2020 Annual Meeting. 
 Elect new Congregation Council members. (4 seats available, 3-year terms)  
 Vote on the 2022 Operating Budgets (Church, Biggerstaff, & Preschool)  
  Report from the Endowment Committee  

President Jan Long called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. Dwelling in the Word led by Stephanie Champion, 1 
John 3: 16-24, followed with prayer by Pastor Rachel.                                                                                                         
September Meeting Minutes were approved.                                                                                                                            
Pastor’s Report: Reformation Sunday to receive new members. Worship attendance is growing. Vicar Laura 
integrating well into our life and ministry. St. John’s will participate with Southern Seminary in 2022.                                     
Vicar’s Report: Settling in and enjoying the daily goings-on of congregational life.                                                                 
Treasurer’s/Financial Report: Tom Ward presented the Financial report as prepared by Mark McLean. Total 
income in September: $2035 less than forecasted. Total Expenses: $2485 less than forecasted. YTD Contributions: 
$12,316 greater than forecasted. Jan Long presented the proposed 2022 Operating Budget. Motion: Bill Brackett 
moved to approve the revised 2022 Operating Budget as presented by the Executive Committee in the 
amount of $373,054.65. Passed. Motion: Bill Brackett moved to give the Congregation Council the authority 
to allocate the year-end balance of the General Fund Checking Account and interest earned at it’s discretion 
and guidance of the Finance Committee annually at it’s January meeting. Second. Greg Harris. Passed.                        
Worshipping/Operating Protocal: Council will continue to monitor.                                                                                        
Property Report: Greg Harris will continue to monitor Ballenger House rental payments.                                                       
Worship/Music Report: Remainder of Sundays in 2021 planned.                                                                                              
Biggerstaff Report: Punch list for the Caretaker’s residence has been set up. Discussed maintenance and clean-up 
going forward. The balance in the checking account is $8500.                                                                                                     
Preschool Report: Board meeting held October 11th. 37 students enrolled. Things going well.                                                 
Parish Life/Outreach: Walhalla History Days festival was a success.                                                                                        
Faith Formation: Youth activities and Confirmation Classes going well.                                                 
Nominating Committee: Motion: Bill Brackett moved to approve the following for a 3 year term to serve on 
the Congregation Council: Jan Long, Allen Harding, John Hewell, Bill Pickard, Lynn Pode, and Tina 
Stephens. Passed. 
Annual Meeting: Sunday, November 21st, 10am in the Fellowship Hall. Agenda: Election of Council Members (4 
seats), 2022 Operating Budget, Report from the Endowment Committee.                                                                            
Next Council meeting, November 15th, 6:00pm.                                                                                                                           
Respectfully Submitted, Bill Brackett, Congregation Council Secretary                                                                        
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St. John’ s Staff 
 

   The Reverend Dr. Rachel Connelly, Pastor 
Laura Beall, Vicar 

Jan Long, Congregational President   
Alicia Rannou, Administrative Assistant  
Joan Lewis,  Spiritual Gifts Coordinator  

Patty Shepard, Youth Director 
Tiffany Chapman, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

Ray Burroughs, Sexton/Technology Support 
Judi Matalik, SJ Preschool Director 

Chuck Rawlins, Congregational Treasurer 
Mark McLean, Financial Secretary 

Greg Harris, Cemetery Coordinator   

Pastor Rachel’s contact information: 
Email: stjohnspastorrachel@gmail.com 

Cell # (910) 515-0897   

Vicar Laura’s contact information: 
Email: stjohnsvicarlaura@gmail.com 

Cell # (605) 464-5941 


