THE CHIMES

St. John’s Lutheran Church, ELCA

Mission: EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, WE JOYFULLY INVITE ALL TO
LOVE, SERVE, AND GROW IN CHRIST WHILE EMBRACING A CHANGING WORLD.

Office Hours: M—Th 8:30am-1:30pm; F 8:30am-1pm
Phone: (864) 638-6363
Email: stjohnsluther@gmail.com
Website: www.stjohnswalhalla.org

Biggerstaff Retreat: (864) 280-6067 St. John’s Pre-School: (864) 638-8099
Email: biggerstaffretreat@gmail.com Email: stjohnspreschoolwalhalla@gmail.com Decem ber 2021
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POEMS AND PRAYERS AND PROMISES

Dear Friends: A dv e nt

I have a confession to make. I’'m an old John Denver junkie! I know all the songs in his Greatest Hits album
word for word. In fact, back in the days when I could strum and pick on a guitar, most of my repertoire was
made up songs by John Denver (and a few Harry Chapin favorites). My favorite of the Denver collection
was “Take Me Home Country Roads,” but running a close second was “Poems and Prayers and
Promises.” And this is the one that I have not been able to get out of my mind as I’ve been preparing for our
annual Advent journey.

As I began studying the scripture lessons of this Advent season, I was taken back again by the beauty of
God’s word particularly in the poetry and promises of the prophets as they forecast the coming Messiah. For
example, there is Jeremiah proclaiming the fulfillment of the promise to the house of Israel and Judah
(Jeremiah 33:14). Or there is Micah who speaks of the ruler that will come forth from Bethlehem (Micah
5:2). I have also been reminded through Paul’s letters of the many prayers that were lifted up by him for
God’s people encouraging them to be faithful in their worship of the Lord and in their discipleship (see 1
Thessalonians 3 or Philippians 1).

Another voice heard in our Advent lessons is that of John the Baptist who shouts the call to repentance and
preparation so that the way can be cleared and the paths made straight for the coming of the Messiah into
our lives. And who can forget the beautiful words of Mary in those verses from the first chapter of Luke’s
gospel known as the Magnificat — “My Soul magnifies the Lord and my Spirit rejoices in God my Savior
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.”

The world and God’s people in Jesus’ day were experiencing sufferings, hungers, and yearnings for more.
They dreamed and envisioned a new day of God’s promise of dawn. After the last two years of Covid19, of
staying home or apart, of violence and racial injustices seen across our country, and of needs that face us
daily, we also want more and seek renewal.

Thankfully, God’s Word is filled to overflowing with the poems, prayers, and promises of our salvation
history brought to fulfillment through the person of Jesus Christ. And Advent is a perfect time to hear anew
what God has done, continues to do and will do in the future for God’s people through the Word made flesh
in Jesus Christ. In the words of John Denver:

Poems and Prayers and Promises and things that we believe in.
How good it is to love someone. How right it is to care.
How long it’s been since yesterday—what about tomorrow?
What about our dreams and all the memories we share.

I invite you to come to worship, to share in the offerings of our Advent and Christmas seasons as we
celebrate the poems, prayers, and promises of our God and our Savior Jesus Christ.

With hopeful expectation of the days to come,

Forater Tl [ plnilly-



From the Vicar s

This time of year can feel so hectic and as though there’s little time to actually sit and take in the
Advent season. It's easy to want to skip ahead to the nostalgia of the Christmas season and all the
wonderful traditions and gatherings of Christmas and New Year's. Advent is often explained as a chance
to slow down, to prepare, to look toward the future with hope and anticipation. This is a large part of
the season to be sure! At the same time, there is always so much to do! All the preparation doesn't just
happen, it takes work and organization, much of it unseen. It seems to me these feelings are a bit
heightened this year, with more people venturing back out to community and family events as the
pandemic begins to feel a bit more under control. Here at St. John's there are also many activities
during this season, and I hope you are able to participate in some (or all!) of them. | know I am
particularly looking forward to the music of the season. I think music during Advent can really capture
so many of the feelings we may have trouble expressing ourselves. In mind of all the work happening
“behind the scenes” to help bring about the special events and services during this time, I also want to
extend another large Thank You to all the volunteers and visionaries who make this all possible for the

congregation.

Have 3 wonderful Advent,

2021 MISSION ENDOWMENT FUND REPORT (Joe Sears, Chair)

The Mission Endowment Committee met on November 11th. We posted a record year of giving for
the 2021 year. A total of $10,750 was awarded to grant requests made to the following organizations
and groups across Oconee County, SC Synod and the ELCA and in support of outreach events
assisted by St. John’s.

$1,000 St John’s Pre-School

$1,500 St John’s Christmas Dinner

$1,500 St Luke Holiday Meal

$1,500 SC Lutheran Homes

$1,000 Novus Way Ministries of the ELCA

$1,500 Lutheran Clemson Campus Ministries MISSI

$ 750 Baby Read
$1.500 Tamassee DAR School ENDOWMENT FUND

—

Other business items covered by the committee:

¢ Recognized Lois Sharpe and Kenny Pruitt for their past years of service on the committee.
¢ Introduced two new committee members: David Spain and Jan Long.

¢ Discussed many opportunities of giving to the Endowment Fund.

Please contact any of the committee members with any questions.

Cathie Nowell, Jan Long, Chuck Rawlins, David Spain, Joe Sears, Pastor Rachel

WELCA Meeting, Saturday, December 11 —
Gathering in the parking lot of Keowee Key at 10:15am for a shuttle to Lynn’s Home.
Please sign up on Joan’s table in the sacristy area by Monday, December 6.




ST.JOHN’S ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS OPPORTUNITIES FOR ! wﬂ
WORSHIP, STUDY, SHARING, CARING & GIVING ADVENT

ADVENT WREATH MAKING . .
Chrismon Tree Decorating

On Sunday 11/28 from 10am-11am
0 in the Fellowship Hall. This is a Help needed ... All ages welcome!
i Fop family/cross-generational event. All
supplies will be provided. Bring a

Date: Saturday, December 4th

e 4« pair of trimmers to cut greens to Time: 9:30am
' R size. Learn about the history and
meaning of the Advent wreath. Place: Sanctuary

Mid-Week ADVENT VESPERS SERVICES

Wednesdays, December 1, 8, 15, 22 at 7:0o0pm in the Sanctuary

Holden Evening Prayer is a musical setting of the liturgy written by Marty

&

Haugen. This lovely vespers service follows the traditional form while using Il
contemporary and inclusive language. It is perfect pause during Advent to focus on e

the light of Christ coming into the world. e Hv

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY
TUESDAYS, November 30 and Dec 7, 14, 21 at 10:00AM

Gather with other pilgrims as we study the Scriptures and
journey toward Christmas
reflecting on Advent Landmarks along the way.

St. John’s Lutheran Church Advent Ministry 2021
St. John’s Outreach Committee offers two outreach opportunities for you to support in this
Advent season that reach both our world and the local community. You can choose to
donate to the ministry that is most important to you —or— you can divide your donation
between the two...the choice is yours.

Please return the enclosed envelope or take one from the “Giving Tree” in the Sacristy area,
make your choice(s) and indicate the amount you would like to give. Enclose your check
payable to St. John'’s for the entire donation.

Hospice of the Foothills — Hospice of the Foothills affirms life and promotes dignity at the end of life by
providing compassionate care to patients, their families, and the community.

Lutheran Services of the Carolinas Refugee and Immigrant Services — A supportive community is key in
successful resettlement for LSC refugees. The Circle of Welcome is a Lutheran Immigration and Refugee
Service (LIRS) initiative designed to engage both faith and community groups in the successful integration of
refugees into communities in the United States. This initiative is anchored in a close partnership between
LIRS, LSC, and volunteer teams from faith and community groups. Programs are based in Raleigh, NC and
Columbia, SC, with smaller programs in Charleston and Greenville, SC and Asheville, NC.



ST. JOHN’S ANNUAL CHRISTMAS EVE MEAL OUTREACH

For the past 30+ years St. John’s has prepared and delivered a meal on Christmas Eve to
those shut-in and in need in Oconee County. In 2021 we will deliver to approximately 300
persons. Volunteers will be needed to help with the food prep on 12/23 and to help with
packaging the meal and delivering to the community on 12/24. You will be receiving
e-mails over the next few weeks with many volunteer opportunities. We will be asking
members of the congregation to prepare a double batch (2 boxes=20 brownies) of
brownies. More information on all these opportunities will come soon.

Come and Worship, Come and Worship.
Worship Christ the Newborn King!

Christmas Eve (December 24th)

5:00pm ~ CHRISTMAS IN THE BARN

A family worship service at Biggerstaff Retreat

A brief service geared toward families and those who want to worship in an alternate setting.
We will gather in the gazebo.

7:00 and 10:30pm ~ Christmas Eve Candlelight Services
with Communion in the Sanctuary

These traditional Christmas Eve services will be about an hour.

MASKING AS YOU ENTER ALONG WITH HAND SANITIZING
IS ENCOURAGED AT ALL SERVICES

Note: This year in an effort toward safety, LED, battery-operated candles will be used.




GROUP GATHERINGS AND COMMUNITY EVENTS

The Survivors (widows/widowers group) will begin December by attending a
Christmas concert in Clemson on December 5. Then on December 9 we will have a
dinner at Paesano’s with discussion. On December 14 we will go on a day bus trip to
Pigeon Forge to have a lunch, see a show and view the Christmas lights. A Christmas
lunch is on our schedule for Sunday the 19th after worship at Millie Hawbecker’s home.
It will be a fun and busy December.

YOUTH GROUP — DECEMBER 2021
MERRY CHRISTMAS TO YOU ALL!!

We will be picking up, delivering, and serving the Christmas Eve meals to Our Daily Bread

again this year. It was such a good experience last year—we were blessed as much, if not more, than them
people that received them. Be at the church around 9:30-9:45am on December 24th and we will leave there
and head towards Seneca.

We also will be putting up the Nativity Scene again —please
look for a text as to when this will happen.

As always, I give thanks for each and every one of you and for
the color you add to my life and to St. John’s.

Love in Christ - Patty

Tour of Churches 2021
The time and date of the Tour of Churches is December 11, from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM.
Here is the list and the time for their concerts or activity of each church.

St. John’s Lutheran Church La Luz Del Mundo
Handbell Concert 5:00PM to 5:20PM Children’s Choir 6:45PM to 7:30PM
Open 5:00PM to 8:00PM - Organ Music Open 5:00PM to 8:00PM
First Baptist Church St. Luke’s Methodist Church
Open 5:00PM to 8:00PM - Piped in music Flute and Piano or Organ Music

Open 5:00PM to 8:00PM
Walhalla Presbyterian NS Bt CF )
Adult Choir Concert 6:00PM ‘

Open 5:00PM to 8:00M - Other Music




December 2021

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Nov. 28 Nov. 29 Nov. 30 1 2 3 4
1st Sunday Advent Advent Bible 9:30 am
Worship 9am Study @ 10am Holden Evening Decorating
Fellowship Hall Prayer @ 7Tpm Chrismon Tree
11am Sanctuary Handbells 5:15pm Walhalla Parade
Advent Wreath S5pm
Dec 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
2nd Sunday Advent Advent Bible Knitters/Crocheters WELCA Meeting
Worship 9am Study @ 10am 10am 10:15am
Fellowship Hall Lunch 11:30am 2021 Tour of the
11lam Sanctuary Handbells 5:15pm | Holden Evening Churches 5-8pm
Prayer @ 7pm
Dec 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
3rd Sunday Advent Advent Bible
Worship 9am Study @ 10am Holden Evening
Fellowship Hall Handbells 5:15pm | Prayer @ 7pm
11am Sanctuary
Dec 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
4th Sunday Advent Advent Bible Christmas Meal
Worship 9am Study @ 10am Holden Evening Delivery @ 10 am
Fellowship Hall Prayer @ 7pm Worship
11am Sanctuary Handbells 5:15pm 5pm Biggerstaff
7pm and 10:30pm in
Dec 26 27 28 29 30 31
Service of Lessons &
Carols Church office | Handbells 5:15pm
Worship
closed

One Service 10am




St John’s Lutheran Church Congregation Council
Notes November 15, 2021 Abbreviated Minutes

All members present. Meeting called to order after dinner hosted by Greg Harris at Gather Uptown. Dwelling in the
Word was led by Greg Harris: Galatians 6.

October Meeting Minutes: Marjorie Conaway moved to approve as presented. Second; Gary Bowman. Passed
Pastor’s Report: Pastor is now a Chaplain with Oconee County Law Enforcement Center. Attended a retreat for
rostered leaders at Camp Kinard.

Intern Report: Busy preparing for the Advent and Christmas seasons. Involved with youth events.
Treasurers/Financial Report: Total income in October was $799 less than budgeted. YTD total income is $7786
greater than budgeted. Total expenses for October were $596 less than budgeted. YTD total expenses are $23,184
less than budgeted. Balance in the General Fund Checking Account is $60,122.

Worshipping/Operational Protocols: Council will continue to monitor. Oconee County continues to experience
high rates of Covid.

Property: Roof leaks at the end of the Fellowship Hall are being addressed. The HVAC unit in the Fellowship Hall
is being monitored.

Worship and Music: Meeting held November 17th. Advent wreath making event the 1st Sunday of Advent.
Biggerstaff: Minor repairs have been completed to the bathhouses. The financials are being updated to Power
Church Plus. Board has approved security changes. Cameras are being installed at strategic spots.

Preschool: 37 students enrolled. Fundraising projects currently underway.

Outreach: The Christmas Eve meals project to be discussed and planned at the Nov 17th meeting.
Congregational Care: The Chefs for Shut-Ins ministry continues to do well. Survivors Group honored Veterans
on Sunday Nov 14th. The Knitters Group held a Craft Day for the Congregation.

Faith Formation: Confirmation Classes and Sunday School Classes going well.

St John’s Mission Endowment: The committee disbursed 4.7% of interest earned to various organizations.

Next Council Meeting: December 13, 2021 at 6:00 pm. Meeting adjourned at 8:05pm with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully Submitted: Bill Brackett: Congregation Council Secretary

Congratulations to our new council members elected at the congregational
meeting on November 21. The following will serve 3 three-year term:
Allen Harding
John Hewell
Jan Long
Lynn Pode
Thanks to all those who were willing to be nominees!

Handbells will practice Tuesdays at 5:15pm in the Fellowship Hall.
All are welcome to join.

No experience necessary. We will teach you.

Pastor Rachel and Church Family,
Terry and | wish to thank you all for your thoughts, prayers or encouragement, prayers for
/ @ = comfort & peace in the illness and death of his father, Gene Stephens. We will miss him very
) much but rejoice in his complete healing and knowledge he is resting in his savior’s
o 1 presence.
Sincerely,

Terry & Tina Stephens



St. John’ s Staff

The Reverend Dr. Rachel Connelly, Pastor
Vicar Laura Beall, Seminary Intern
Alicia Rannou, Administrative Assistant
Jan Long, Congregational President
Joan Lewis, Spiritual Gifts Coordinator
Ray Burroughs, Facilities Manager
Judi Matalik, Preschool Director
Patty Shepard, Youth Director
Tiffany Chapman, Children’s Ministry Coordinator

Pastor Rachel’s contact information:
Email: stjohnspastorrachel@gmail.com
Cell # (910) 515-0897

God of Hope, Pejce Joy,
A _ and Love Your Son,
APrayer ~  Jesus, is your gregtest gift
for to us. He is 3 sign of your
A[Ive “l love and grace for the
world. Help us walk in that love during the
weeks of Advent. As we wait and prepare
and celebrate his coming among us, may
your Holy Spirit be our constant
companion and comfort. We pray in the
name of Jesus Christ. our Savior. Amen.

[
=

Vicar Laura’s contact information:
Email: stjohnsvicarlaura@gmail.com
Cell # (605) 464-5941

WORSHIP WITH US ON SUNDAYS
ST JOHN’S FACEBOOK PAGE -
Gt. John’s Lutheran Church, Walhalla
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