
THE CHIMES 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, ELCA 

Mission: EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, WE JOYFULLY INVITE ALL TO 
LOVE, SERVE, AND GROW IN CHRIST WHILE EMBRACING A CHANGING WORLD. 

 
Office Hours: M–Th 8:30am-1:30pm; F 8:30am-1pm 

Phone: (864) 638-6363 

Email: stjohnsluther@gmail.com 
Biggerstaff Christian Retreat: 864-683-6363 

St. John’s Pre-School: (864) 638-8099 

Website: www.stjohnswalhalla.org 
biggerstaffretreat@gmail.com  

Email: stjohnspreschoolwalhalla@gmail.com 

He is risen! Alleluia! What a wonderful refrain to be shouting 
during this Easter season. We have finally journeyed through 
the season of Lent and join in the happy shouts of Easter. With 
this celebration of new life in the resurrection, it also feels as 
though there is a great deal of new life happening in the church. There are many 
activities finding new life after a hiatus and the whispers of summer events are 
suddenly scheduled and solidly on the calendar. How time flies! 

 
In this season of renewal, I hope you are able to feel refreshed and excited to engage in some of the 
wonderful activities and projects happening at St. John’s. Perhaps this is a time for you to try 
something new. Perhaps you noticed something at the ministry fair we recently had at St. John’s, or 
maybe a friend invited you to a new-to-you group. 
 
Something I have appreciated in the time I have been in Walhalla is the chance to try new things and 
experience new places. Sometimes that can be a really uncomfortable thing. I like to know what my 
schedule is going to be and have things which are familiar to me. But this chance to step out and meet 
new people and try new ways of being in a community together has been exciting for me. I hope 
you’re also able to find something in this season of resurrection that can revitalize you and help you to 
work within a community in a way that works best for you. I think especially over the last few years 
we have seen so many new ideas on what it means to be part of a church. At St. John’s we’ve 
expanded online worship in ways that even five years ago seemed maybe a bit too futuristic. And yet, 
this is now just part of our normal everyday way of being together. And many of us have found new 
focus and life in activities and groups here. 
 
I wish you continued Easter blessings as we go into the summer season and as we remember that we 
ourselves can be renewed and have been renewed as members of the Body of Christ. I invite you to 
really look at the goings on in these next few pages and consider where you might be being called into 
these events. Or, if something is missing for you, what might you be being called to help start? 

I would like to offer one more "thank you" to all those who participated in the Digital 
Devotional project. Over 35 members and friends of the congregation allowed their stories 

to be told on video as a part of our Lenten journey. The videos remain on the St. John's 
YouTube channel if you wish to see them or revisit a story. I wish to offer my 

deepest appreciation for those who were willing, or at least convinced, to share such 
wonderful stories and reflections.  
Thank you.– Vicar Laura Beall 



WELCA — MAY SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
May 1—Rachel's Day—a time set aside to mourn the loss of our children and to renounce the forces of 
violence and fear. 

 
May 5—International World Day of Prayer—Pause to offer prayers throughout the 
day. 
 
May 15—WELCA Sunday—Worship assistants are all women. Joy Offerings will 
be received during worship for SC WELCA outreach. Checks may be made to St. 
John's WELCA. 
 
June 11—WELCA Meeting—9:15am—Come learn about LWR and help our 
awesome project. Reminder—all ladies of the congregation are members of Women 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

KNITTERS & CROCHETERS  
Would you like to learn how to knit/crochet? Or just need help to revive your skills? 
Consider meeting with the group on May11 and 25 at 10am in the fellowship hall. We 
make our own items, but our main goal is to reach out to our congregation, community 
and nationally for those in need for caps, scarves, afghans, etc. Contact Barbara Wilson 
for more information. 

LADIES PICNIC AT BIGGERSTAFF 
Gloria Shealy Circle invites ALL ladies of St. John’s to a picnic at Biggerstaff on Tuesday, May 17 at 
6:00pm. Our speaker will be Jason Eller of the DAR School in Tamassee, 
speaking about their new recovery program for moms and children called 
*STARLIGHT*. Food and drink will be provided. 
 
THE PRICE OF ADMISSION will be one of the following items to be 
donated to the *STARLIGHT* program: 

 $25 Walmart Gift Cards  
 Laundry Detergent 
 Dish Detergent 
 Diapers (all sizes) 

SIGN-UP at the Spiritual Ops table or online at https://docs.google.com/
spreadsheets/d/1aRIxcOq1h6ly75FkGG3BnqroNrOOo5o15NK-8ImipzI/edit?usp=sharing 

LUCY KLANREN CIRCLE 
The on-line silent auction was a success!  We raised $2000 in scholarship funds from 
the auction and donations. The Lucy Klaren Circle would like to thank all those who 
donated items and those who participated in the bidding.  We now have 10 
scholarship applications that are being screened, and we’ll announce the winners next 
month.  

ISSAQUEENA’S LAST RIDE 
St. John’s Lutheran Church is hosting Issaqueena’s Last Ride cycling event 
again this year on Saturday, April 30. The ride departs from St. John’s at 
9:00am. When the more than 200 riders return, St. John’s will feed them lunch 
with soups, pasta salad, sandwiches, hot dogs, desserts, and drinks. Many 
thanks to all the volunteers who are helping, including those who donated the 
food. A special shout out to Tina Barrett and Frieda Cobb for their amazing 
efforts at organizing. This ministry continues to be well received and 
appreciated by all the riders. 



Congregation Council Meeting— April 20, 2022 
—Abbreviated Minutes 

Members Present: All members except Lynn Pode were present. 
Meeting called to order at 6:00pm. Dwelling in the Word led by Jan Long. 
Approval of February and March meeting minutes: Motion to approve the minutes as presented; John 
Hewell, second by Scot Williams. Minutes approved. 
Pastor’s Report: March and April were very busy months. Care and support for family has increased. Lenten 
Services in collaboration with St. Luke’s went very well, including 60 participants in the Seder meal. Easter 
sunrise service had strong attendance. Staff are doing well and interviews being conducted for Preschool 
Director. Pastors noted that she plans to be on vacation in June in Germany. Pastor complimented Vicar Laura 
on the success of the Digital Devotion project during Lent. Vicar Laura will complete her internship in early 
August. The new seminary intern, Emily Whitlow, will be visiting in May., 
Treasurer’s Report: presented by Tom Ward and prepared by Mark McLean. 
In March, St. John’s spent $1,154 more than it received. For the first quarter of 2022, St. John’s spent $7,529 
more that it has received.  General Fund checking account balance is $56,082. Pledge cards received is fewer 
than in 2021.  
Operating Safely Update: Executive committee met and reviewed the Covid numbers most recently 
available and has recommended that seating return to normal capacity in the sanctuary and that hymnals be 
returned to the pews.  
Worship and Music: Grace Schmeelcke reported that W&M Committee met on March 24th . Preparations for 
Lent and assessment of music ministry needs were primary focus of meeting.  
Property: Scot Williams reported a need for clarification on the need for proof of insurance and Workman’s 
Comp for contractors. 
Biggerstaff: Stephanie Champion reported that the workday was a success and that the new board is working 
on event management, maintenance and administration tasks. Inquiries are being managed through the church 
office and volunteers are acting as points of contact for scheduled events. 
Preschool: Search for new director continues. Interviews being conducted. 
Parish Life/Outreach: John Hewell is just starting to get acquainted with this position and will have a report 
next month. 
Congregational Care: Sandra Pruitt reported that the Chef’s groups, The Survivors, Bereavement Ministry, 
Knitters & Crocheters groups are all doing well. 
Faith Formation: Barbie White reported that Mark’s confirmation class is going well and that an Easter Egg 
hunt was being planned along with a movie night.  
Council Retreat review: Pastor Rachel reviewed summary notes and council reflections on St. John’s 
Mission statement, values and visioning from Council retreat. Value statement proposed by executive 
committee was voted and approved by Council. Initial consultation with organizational consultants about 
possibility of acquiring future support. 
Musical Leadership: A 3–5-person search committee for musical leadership will be developed to formally 
begin a search process. 
Next Council Meeting is May 17, 2022 
Meeting Closed by praying the Lord’s Prayer. 
Adjourned at 7:46pm 
Respectfully Submitted, Tom Ward, acting recorder 

LENTEN GIVING PROJECT 2022 
Thank you for the generous donations made to our Lenten Giving Project for 2022. 
Special thanks to Shonda Mahler for this outreach. Donations were given to the DAR 
School *STARLIGHT* program. This is a new recovery program at the Tamassee DAR 
SCHOOL is geared towards moms and children. The main goal is to keep families 
together as they recover from various setbacks in their lives. Along with donations from 
the congregation, we were fortunate to receive a $250 grant from Thrivent Financial 
which enabled St. John’s to purchase sheet sets, towel sets, baby items, hampers, waste 
baskets and many other needed items to set up cabin living on the DAR campus. 
St. John’s hopes to continue building a relationship with the school and the*STARLIGHT* program. There 
are many ways we can be involved. See Joan Lewis for additional information. Also plan to attend the 
ladies picnic hosted by Gloria Shealy circle on May 17th at Biggerstaff. 



YOUTH GROUP—MAY 2022 
“FAITH IS A LIVING, BUSY, ACTIVE, MIGHTY THING”  - Martin Luther 
 

May 8th: MOTHER’S DAY -  don’t forget this!!! (Flowers, handmade card, I.O.U. for a 
car wash, etc. works well) 
 

May 15th: Meet at church 5:30 – 7:00pm for pizza and dessert, short devotion, some 
planning, and some service projects. 
 

SUMMER IS ALMOST HERE      WhooHoo! 
 

I will be having Sunday School around 10:00 in our youth room.  I will get here as soon as 
Biggerstaff service is over. 
 

Love in Christ - Patty  

MEMORY CAFÉ FOR MAY 
will be held on May17, 2022. We will meet at 2pm in the office building of Saint Luke 
United Methodist Church. The address is 607 E Main Street, Walhalla, South Carolina 
29691.  
Come join us and make Memory Cafe a place where you and your loved one with 
memory loss can get together in a safe, supportive, and engaging environment. It is a 
place where you can interact, laugh, cry, find support, share concerns, celebrate, and 
encourage friendship and acceptance. There is no cost. All meetings are free. Please come 
join us. Call Bonnie Holmes at (864-539-6069) for more information. 

THE SURVIVORS GROUP 
The Survivors group has an exciting May planned.  
On Sunday May 8 the group is planning on going to the Winds concert at Walhalla High School.  
 

On May 20 a trip to the Oasis for lunch and to play miniature golf is planned.   
 

Also in May we are planning a time for line dancing at St. Luke’s gym. Jeri Klaren 
will email details about each event prior to the event to Survivors.  

We are looking for volunteers to take the recycling (paper and cardboard) from the church 
office to the recycling center approximately every two weeks. 

Please see Ray Burroughs if interested. 

The church office will be closed on Monday, May 30, 2022 
 in observance of Memorial Day. 

ST. JOHN’S PRESCHOOL 
It's hard to believe that it is already May and that the preschool year is almost 
over. This year has flown by. Our last day is May 20 with K4 graduation at 
Biggerstaff on the Thursday, May19. We thank you for all of your support 
throughout this academic year. 
 

For those of you who don't know, this is my last year of being director at the 
preschool. I am taking a step back and putting my energy into being the best teacher I can be in the 
classroom. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the congregation for their support these past four 
years. ~Judi Matalik 



St. John’s is hosting  

Lutheroad Day Camp at  

Biggerstaff Christian Retreat Center 

July 18-22, 2022 
Camp runs 9am—4pm Monday—Thursday 

9am—12 pm on Friday 

For children completing Kindergarten through 5th grade 

WHAT IS DAY CAMP? It is a five-day program where many of  
the benefits of Camp Lutheridge come right to the local church. Trained counselors come for the week and 
share in a a program that includes fun, worship, games, Bible study, fellowship, crafts, sharing and prayer.   

Cost is only $140 for the week and scholarships are available. 
Registration forms are available in the church office or  

on the church website https://www.stjohnswalhalla.org/event-1/. 
Great week of fun for children of our church, grandkids, friends, and kids from the community!!  

For more information, contact  
Tiffany Chapman at Tiffany.Chapman@schneider-electric.com or  

Pastor Rachel at stjohnspastorrachel@gmail.com. 

Early Registation: 
May 15: $130 
After May 15: $140 

By May 15: 
1st child—$130 
After 1st child—$100 

PRAISE RINGERS 
On the weekend of March 4-6, 2022, five Praise Ringers attended the Intermediate Track Handbell 
Workshop with Brian Childers as Clinician at Lutheridge in Arden, NC. The weekend was a packed 
weekend of rehearsals learning six handbells pieces as well as fellowship. There were three handbell groups 
in the intermediate track. Not only did the members learn the dynamics, but techniques to help enhance the 
perform of the pieces. On Sunday morning the six pieces were presented in concert to the Advanced group 
of ringers, staff members, and visitors. The Praise Ringers have presented two pieces: “Breathe on Me 
Breath of God” arranged by Mazzatenta and “Lenten Nocturne” arranged by Edwards. 
 

The Praise Ringers will play two more pieces on May 22: “From Sorrow to Joy” 
arranged by Brian Childers (the Clinician) and “Christ is Alive, Let Christians Sing” 
arranged by Moklebust. This will be last presentation until September, 2022. 
 

The Clinician, Brian Childers is accomplished composer, conductor, and clinician. His 
choral, instrumental, and handbell works are performed throughout the world. He 
currently is director of children and youth music at Myers’s Park United Methodist in 
Charlotte, NC where he oversees ministry to children and youths and conducts seven 
handbell choirs. 

 

The Praise Ringers will resume rehearsals the 3rd Tuesday of August at 5:15pm. The Ringers are always 
looking for more handbell ringers. No experience is needed. The Ringers would love to have anyone join 
them. Please contact Debra Blackmore at (843) 834-1544 or blackmoredm@icloud.com.  
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JOIN US FOR WORSHIP ON   
ST JOHN’S FACEBOOK PAGE 

LIVE ON SUNDAYS  
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Walhalla 

St. John’ s Staff 
 

The Reverend Dr. Rachel Connelly, Pastor 
Vicar Laura Beall, Seminary Intern 

Alicia Rannou, Administrative Assistant 
Ray Burroughs, Sexton/Technology Support 

Judi Matalik, SJ Preschool Director 
Joan Lewis,  Spiritual Gifts Coordinator 

Patty Shepard, Youth Director 
Tiffany Chapman, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

Jan Long, Congregational President 
Chuck Rawlins, Congregational Treasurer 

Mark McLean, Financial Secretary 
Greg Harris, Cemetery Coordinator   

Diane Rawlins, Altar Guild  

Pastor Rachel’s contact information: 
Email: stjohnspastorrachel@gmail.com 

Cell # (910) 515-0897 

Vicar Laura’s contact information: 
Email: stjohnsvicarlaura@gmail.com 

Cell # (605) 464-5941 


