
THE CHIMES 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, ELCA 

Mission: EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, WE JOYFULLY INVITE ALL TO 
LOVE, SERVE, AND GROW IN CHRIST WHILE EMBRACING A CHANGING WORLD. 

 
Summer Office Hours: M–Th 8:00am—2:00pm ~ Friday Closed 

Phone: (864) 638-6363 

Email: stjohnsluther@gmail.com 
Biggerstaff Christian Retreat: 864-683-6363 

St. John’s Pre-School: (864) 638-8099 

Website: www.stjohnswalhalla.org 
biggerstaffretreat@gmail.com  

Email: stjohnspreschoolwalhalla@gmail.com 

LORD HAVE MERCY . . .  
 

Dear Friends: 
 
As we move from the Easter season toward the day of Pentecost on June 5, we are reminded of Jesus’ words to 
his disciples of the promised Holy Spirit who will bring comfort, peace, and assurance and most importantly be 
our guiding presence in our daily lives: 
 

But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will 
remind you of everything I have said to you.   

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. 
 Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.     John 14:26-27 

 
In these days following the horrific mass shootings both at Robb Elementary School in Uvalde, Texas where 
families of 19 young students and 2 teachers are now planning funerals, and in Buffalo, NY where a white 
supremacist committed a racist mass shooting resulting in the deaths of 10 black shoppers at Topps 
supermarket, I am clinging to that promised presence of the Holy Spirit. Lord Have Mercy. 
 
Crying out to God and looking to one another for what can be done, I also pray for the Spirit’s intervening in 
our country that has become a war-zone for our children. Every major news outlet has been reporting the 
staggering numbers of children killed each year by guns. Statistics now show that gun-violence is the #1 cause 
of death among children and adolescents in the United States. Lord Have Mercy. 
 
Jesus, in the last verses of Luke’s gospel, also gives charge to his disciples (and us) to be his “witnesses as they 
are clothed with power from on high” (Luke 24:48-49). In the days and months ahead, I pray that Christians 
will find ways to come together not only in “thoughts and prayers” but in dialogue and words that move our 
prayers into actions for the sake of our children and for our world.  
 
Lord Have Mercy. Christ Have Mercy. Lord Have Mercy, 
 
In Christ’s love and Peace, 
 
 
 

On a personal note:  I want to thank you all for your many expressions of care, comfort, and sympathy to me 
and my family in the death of my father, Rev. James R. Connelly on April 29.  I feel greatly sustained by the 

community of faith during these days of grief. 

Please note the Summer Office Hours: 
Monday—Thursday 8:00am-2:00pm 

Friday Closed 



I think we can agree summer is officially here! The last few weeks have been filled with 
graduations and end of year celebrations, and the weather has settled into a decidedly 
warmer season. There has been a lot going on in my own life these past few weeks as, 
unfortunately, my time here gets shorter. I’m sure there’s much more to say, but I wanted to 
once again offer up thanks for all the ways in which I’ve been learning this year. I could not 
do it with out the support of this congregation and all that you do. If you’re looking for new 

or different opportunities in this season of change, there are many great programs and groups here at St. John’s 
who are ready to welcome your talents and ideas. I know I have seen God at work through so many of the 
ministries of this congregation and invite you to explore the opportunities here if you have not already.  

FIRST QUARTER 2022 MISSION ENDOWMENT FUND REPORT  
Our total value in our accounts declined by $12,007 or 5.5% for the first three months  

With the current inflation rate at an historical high of 8.5% I anticipate that the market will continue to be 
volatile this year.  
 

Respectfully submitted, Joe Sears, Chair 

 12/31/21 3/31/22 Change 

Edward Jones $110,366 $101,803 -6.0% 

ELCA $110,366 $104,814 -5.0% 

First Citizens $1,492 $1,537 +3.0% 

CONGRATULATIONS to our 2021-22 Seminary Intern,  
Laura Beall on her upcoming graduation on Sunday, June 5 at 4pm EST.  

 
If you wish to view the service online, you can find links to the services  

here:https://www.luthersem.edu/commencement/ 

ISAQUEENA’S LAST RIDE THANK YOU 
 

I would like to thank everyone for making Isaqueena’s Last Ride such a success this year.  A special thanks 
goes to Joan Lewis and Frieda Cobb as my co-chairs who worked to make this such a wonderful event.  It was 
a beautiful spring day and we had 260 riders (largest group ever).  The riders were sent off with a lovely 
prayer by our own Vicar Laura Beall.   
 

The riders were given some light breakfast snacks. The ride was 30, 60, 80 and 100 miles through our 
beautiful mountains just above Walhalla. A wonderful lunch was provided through the generosity of St. John’s 
Lutheran church, and the riders loved all the homemade food! 
 

I cannot tell you how appreciative these riders were.  It gave them a chance to relax, refresh and refill their 
bodies.  We had quite a few new riders this year and they were amazed at the kindness and caring of our 
church.  Riders came from as far as Memphis, Wilmington, Gainesville, Atlanta, Charleston, and Indiana.  We 
had so many thanks from each of the riders.  St. John’s family once again stepped up to the plate with 
donations of soup, sandwiches, cookies, drinks, and pasta salads.  I cannot say thank you enough for all your 
generosity and a huge thanks goes out to all the members who took time out of their day to come and make 
sure each rider was cared for. We are blessed to have such a fabulous giving congregation. 
 

Tina Barrett 



Congregation Council Meeting— May 16, 2022 
—Abbreviated Minutes 

Members Present: All members including Vicar Laura, except Tom W. & Sandra P. 
Meeting called to order at 6:05pm. Dwelling in the Word led by Scot Williams. 
 

April Meeting Minutes: Motion to approve as corrected (Changed next meeting date), Grace Schmeelcke, 
second by Marjorie Conaway. Minutes approved. 
 

Pastor’s Report: Thanked everyone for their support following her dad’s death. The Chimes is now digital, 
you must call and Opt-in if you wish to receive a paper copy in the mail. New member orientation will be 
May 22nd. Judi Matalik is winding up her tenure as Preschool Director and teacher. Vicar Laura’s last day 
will be August 7th. The new intern, Emily Whitlow, will start August 21st. Pastor will be traveling to 
Germany June 1-17, Vicar Laura and Jan will cover during this time. 
 

Vicar’s Report: She will be gone June 3-7 to attend Seminary graduation and visit family. Events at 
Biggerstaff have been numerous this month. The staff and committee are working to refine processes and 
procedures to make events run smoothly. She was thankful for her 9 months here and appreciates all she has 
learned. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Income and expenses were greater than budget, YTD expenses are under budget by 
$3,753. General Fund checking account balance is $54,529. We received two one time gifts during May that 
will be amortized over the rest of the year.  
 

Operating Safely Update: Worship & Music Committee will meet Thursday and review suggestions about 
Communion going forward. 
 

Property: Three motions were presented by the Committee, voted on individually and approved; Motion 1: 
Warped paneling (Narthex side of sanctuary entrance), remove paneling, review condition of siding 
underneath and return it (if possible) to its pre-existing condition. Motion 2: Investigate the re-design and 
upgrade of 3 bathrooms to a single user, address walls to cover cinder block, replace fixtures and address 
ADA issues as space allows, approximate budget is $3,000. Quotes will be sought. Motion 3: Unused door 
space (by Women’s bath/Fellowship Hall) to build a display case in that location, contingent on approval of 
design plan prior to construction. 
 

Worship and Music: Ad for new Music Director was reviewed and will be placed June 1st. A five person 
task force will review applicants and be involved in the interviewing process.   
 

Preschool: Committee presented their selected candidate, Sheila Harris, for Preschool Director. Sheila was a 
Pre-K Lead Teacher for Head Start in GA. The Council voted to approve their recommendation. May 19th is 
Preschool Graduation at Biggerstaff. 
 

Outreach: The Committee met on April 28th, reviewing the activities during 2021 and offered some 
suggestions for possible 2022 activities. The possibility of sponsoring a sports team, getting involved with 
inmates released from prison, contacting local businesses this fall about providing their weekend employees 
with a meal from the Holy Smoke BBQ were a few of the suggestions. 
 

Faith Formation: Confirmation classes will finish May 29th. The youth had a good visit with Ms. Dottie. A 
tiny tot pizza dinner is planned for May 22nd. 
 

New Business: GSB Strategic Planning Proposal. Greg reviewed the proposal which was discussed in a Zoom 
meeting with Mitzie Schafer, CFRE of GSB, Pastor Rachel and Greg Harris on May 4th. They will help with 
setting goals which are measurable, time bound and shared. They recommend 3-5 primary goals with action 
steps, tactics, ownership and costs associated with each. GSB will help collect and aggregate survey results 
from members and task force. The associated fee of $6,000. will cover all their time and deliverables. This is 
based on all Zoom meetings, there may be some travel expenses (within SC) for in person meetings. The 
Executive Committee moved sending this to Council vote. Vote taken and approved. A letter to the 
congregation with further details will be forthcoming. 
 

Next Meeting will be June 20, 2022 
 

Meeting adjourned at 8:15pm with praying the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully Submitted: Lynn Pode, Congregational Council Secretary 



WELCA 
June 11--WELCA Meeting-- 9:15 --10:30am Come to the fellowship hall to learn and help 
complete our first quilts for Lutheran World Relief which helps our neighbors around the world. 
You don't have to be a quilter or sewer to help--just be able to tie knots. Reminder--all ladies of the 
congregation are members of Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
 

June 24-25--SC WELCA Convention--Redeemer Lutheran Church, Newberry--Andrea Carlson was 
selected as First Timer Guest for Foothills Conference, Barbara Wilson and Fredi Hallman are voting 
delegates, Jan Long will be a visitor, and our own SC WELCA President Risse Snelgrove will preside.   
Thanks to all for helping us send Joy Offerings totaling $666.00 to outreach programs!! 

KNITTERS & CROCHETERS  
Would you like to learn how to knit/crochet? Or just need help to revive your skills? 
Consider meeting with the group on June 8 and 22 at 10am in the fellowship hall. We 
make our own items, but our main goal is to reach out to our congregation, community 
and nationally for those in need for caps, scarves, afghans, etc. Contact Barbara Wilson 
at 864-723-3376 or hickoryhollowbw@bellsouth.net for more information. 

GLORIA SHEALY CIRCLE  
"Thank You" from the Gloria Shealy Circle to the members and those who attended the Biggerstaff Picnic and 
to John Holland with the "Starlight Tamassee " as our guest speaker.  It was a very 
informative meeting and gave us opportunities as to how we can support this program 
going forward.  

Next meeting will be in August 9th. Enjoy your summer! 

PRESCHOOL NEWS 

SURVIVORS GROUP 
The Survivors group has two dinner events planned for June. 
On Friday, June 10 we are planning on going to Brasstown BBQ.  
On Thursday, June 23 we are planning on a dinner at the Lighthouse in Seneca. 
If interested in one or both dinners, you can let Jeri Klaren know at 864-638-6445. 
An email will be sent about a week prior to each event. 
 

WE WELCOME MS SHEILA HARRIS TO ST. JOHN'S AS OUR  
NEW PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR. 

Sheila has many years of experience in early childhood teaching and as a substitute in 
Middle and High Schools in Toccoa, GA . She has an education degree and she holds a 
Directors Certificate from the Childcare Education Institute of GA. The directors course 
training provides professional information for early childhood professionals seeking to 
further their skills and knowledge in the management of a child care center. Ms. Harris 
also has many professional development course hours that cover a variety of topics and 
is very interested in sharing in professional development with teachers that she 
supervises. Sheila begins her position June 20th.  

THANK YOU 
We want to thank Judi Matalik who has been our Director the last 4 years, 

and as a teacher for 8 years. We are thankful for her service and love for our 
children at the preschool. For all our teachers and families, we pray for 

God's blessings and peace for you today and into the future! 



11AM WORSHIP USHERS NEEDED 
As we return to communing at the rail at our 11am Sanctuary worship ushers 
are needed to help worshippers to the communion rail in an orderly manner.  
Many of our “seasoned” ushers have been taking a well-deserved rest during 
COVID. We need you back!  
Usher responsibilities include: Making sure sanctuary lights are on and doors are open. Taking a head count 
during worship and submitting to the church admin. Working as a team to send 10-12 persons to the 
communion rail for communion. Unlocking front door at the end of worship. Locking up and turning out lights. 

If interested, please contact Joan Lewis at 864-710-1756 or joanlewis@aol.com. Training will be provided. 

THURSDAY MEAL DELIVERY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
St. John’s continues its ministry of Thursday Meal Delivery to those in our congregation who are shut-in, 
undergoing medical treatment and those who just need a weekly visitor. Those involved in this ministry find 

gratification in knowing they have reached out in such a meaningful way. As with all 
ministries, especially those begun during COVID, volunteers have returned to their 
normal routines and are no longer available to help. If you have considered becoming 
part of this ministry  
 

NOW IS THE TIME! We need additional volunteers 
 

Please contact Joan Lewis at 864-710-1756 or joanlewis@aol.com for information on 
how you can help. 

ALTAR GUILD 
As the congregation starts to move towards Pre Covid worship practices again, 
the Altar Guild’s responsibilities will increase. There are presently 4 members 
serving in this role of service to the congregation. These ladies, and other long 
time members, have done a wonderful job trying to help keep our worship 
services as safe as possible for our St. John’s community during these past two 
years. 
 

We are currently looking for others that might have an interest in becoming a 
part of this ministry. Communion preparation for both services is the primary responsibility. 
Please contact Diane Rawlins. She will be glad to talk with you further about duties of the Altar Guild and 
answer any questions that you might have. 
Contact Diane Rawlins at dianerawlins@bellsouth.net or 864-882-5466 for more information. 

We are looking for volunteers to take the recycling (paper and cardboard) from the 
church office to the recycling center approximately every two weeks. 

Please see Ray Burroughs if interested. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Want to get to know the businesses in Downtown Walhalla? Main Street Walhalla is in need of 
Block Captains to help keep in touch with business owners and to deliver newsletters and flyers 
about upcoming events. Libby Imbody is Executive Director of Main Street Walhalla. This 
program has been working hard for the revitalization of Walhalla. St. John’s member, Cathy 
Plowden, is also a Block captain. Block Captains need to be available 2-3 hours a month during 
business hours. For more information email Libby at: libby@mainstreetwalhalla.com or go 
to:https://www.cityofwalhalla.com/ 



YOUTH GROUP—JUNE 2022 
 Congratulations to Raeyanna, Joezie, and Derrick you are now officially SENIORS!  
 

Be on the lookout for upcoming activities (ziplining, rafting, etc). Be safe and have a great 
summer. 
 

Love in Christ - Patty  

Deadline for Registration is June 5 

St. John’s is hosting  

Lutheroad Day Camp at  

Biggerstaff Christian Retreat Center 

July 18-22, 2022 
Camp runs 9am—4pm Monday—Thursday 

9am—12 pm on Friday 

For children completing Kindergarten through 5th grade 

WHAT IS DAY CAMP? It is a five-day program where many of  
the benefits of Camp Lutheridge come right to the local church. Trained counselors come for the week and 
share in a a program that includes fun, worship, games, Bible study, fellowship, crafts, sharing and prayer.   

Cost is only $140 for the week and scholarships are available. 
Registration forms are available in the church office or  

on the church website https://www.stjohnswalhalla.org/event-1/. 
Great week of fun for children of our church, grandkids, friends, and kids from the community!!  

For more information, contact the church office at 864-638-6363 

Early Registation: 
June 5: $130 
After June 5: $140 

By June 5: 
1st child—$130 
After 1st child—$100 

CONGRATULATIONS to Tiffany Chapman upon receiving her MBA (Masters 
in Business Administration) from Western Governors University. 

Much thanks of love and appreciation for all the cards and words of prayers that have been 
sent to both myself and Raeyanna during our times of surgery and recovery. Church family 
is a great asset and one that continues to spread that love that never ends. All prayers  are 
loved and needed and the continued thoughts of our Church family has given us strength 
and joy. Again, thank you to all from the Chapman family  
Tiffany, Raeyanna, and Jeremy…He needs them too 


