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THE CHIMES 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, ELCA 

Mission: EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, WE JOYFULLY INVITE ALL TO 
LOVE, SERVE, AND GROW IN CHRIST WHILE EMBRACING A CHANGING WORLD. 

 
Summer Office Hours: M–Th 8:00am—2:00pm ~ Friday Closed 

Phone: (864) 638-6363 

Email: stjohnsluther@gmail.com 
Biggerstaff Christian Retreat: 864-683-6363 

St. John’s Pre-School: (864) 638-8099 

Website: www.stjohnswalhalla.org 
biggerstaffretreat@gmail.com  

Email: stjohnspreschoolwalhalla@gmail.com 

Lazy Days of Summer? I THINK NOT! 
Dear Friends,  
 So much for those lazy, days of summer!  At St. John’s, we continue to serve and engage in “doing the 
work of ministry” as we lean more fully into our mission statement: Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we joyfully 
invite all to love, serve, and grow in Christ while we “embrace a changing world”. 
Last month we shared with the congregation that the council has begun a Strategic Planning process with 
Mitzie Schaefer of GSB. She has met with our Strategic Planning Task Force and started us on our journey of 
visioning for the future. Some of the questions posed to the group were: 

What is it that our congregation of St. John’s does best? 
What will we always do?  What will we never do? 
What are our struggles?  
What are the needs around us? 

In mid-July, congregational members will have the opportunity to complete a survey of our needs and desires 
for the future which will help us move forward in the planning process. Be on the lookout for this! 
 In the last month, the Internship committee, Vicar Laura, and I have been working through her final 
evaluations as her year with us is coming to a close. We are planning a farewell dinner for her at Biggerstaff 
August 6 and her last Sunday will be August 7. We have had a wonderful year of pastoral formation and 
ministry with Laura and she will certainly be missed. While we prepare for Vicar Laura’s farewell, we also 
look toward welcoming our new Intern, Vicar Emily Whitlow in late August. 
 We have also welcomed our new Preschool Director, Sheila Harris to St. John’s and she is eagerly taking 
inventory of the office and classrooms, meeting with teachers and the Preschool Board, registering new 
students, and advertising for and interviewing new teachers. 
 Additionally, our Music Staff Task Force is actively at work, advertising for the Music Director 
position, reviewing resumes and the job description, and looking toward interviews. The council will receive 
an initial report of the Task Force’s work at the July meeting and as we go forward the congregation will also 
be updated. 
 In July we look forward to a full-week of Lutheroad Day Camp at Biggerstaff.  We currently have 25 
children registered and will have counselors from Lutheridge arrive on July 17 to prepare for the week of fun 
and learning for our campers.  
 The church of Christ is called and led by the Spirit to bear witness to 
the life of Christ. And the Holy Spirit is certainly moving among us at St. 
John’s this summer. As we move out of the summer and into our Fall 
programming, I ask for your prayers and invite you to share your own 
thoughts and answers to the above questions. 
  In Christ’s love and in the Spirit’s leading, 

The church office will be 
closed on Monday, July 4th 

in observance of  
Independence Day. 
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Summer can be a strange time of year. Things seem to move both more slowly and 
more quickly. To me it seems as though time is particularly distorted this year, 
especially with so many things happening in the world in such a short time. With a 
constant stream of news, some of it unwelcome, it can be easy to feel there is no end in 
sight. I know for myself it can feel there is little chance of ‘doing’ anything to address 
our own concerns. And yet, I do believe that by coming together in prayer, and study, 

and action as we live out our Christian faith that there is always hope on the horizon. We live in a time 
of fast paced change and instant communication, so it can be difficult when the changes we hope for 
seem so far in the distance. As people of faith we can strive to look toward the future with hope, and 
work to help our neighbors today in their distress and need. The passage of time may not always feel 
as though it makes sense, yet we are called to always look to where we are being led and sent. 

With hope in Christ, 

Lutheroad Day Camp is coming SOON! 
Hosted by St. John’s at Biggerstaff Christian Retreat Center 

July 18-22, 2022 
Camp runs 9am—4pm Monday—Thursday and 9am—1 pm on Friday 

For children completing Kindergarten through 5th grade 

WHAT IS DAY CAMP? It is a five-day program where many of  
the benefits of Camp Lutheridge come right to the local church. Trained counselors provide the program 

that includes fun, worship, games, Bible study, fellowship, crafts, sharing and prayer.   
COST IS ONLY $140 FOR THE WEEK AND  SOME SCHOLARSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE. 

Registration forms are available in the church office or  
on the church website https://www.stjohnswalhalla.org/event-1/. 
For more information, contact the church office at 864-638-6363 

Volunteers needed to donate and serve snacks for campers and provide 
lunches for our counselors for Lutheroad Day Camp. Please contact 

Tiffany Chapman at Tiffany.Chapman@se.com for more information. 
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Congregation Council Meeting— June 20, 2022 
—Abbreviated Minutes 

Members Present: All members including Vicar Laura, except Sandra P. & Grace S. 
Meeting called to order at 6:03pm.  Dwelling in the Word led by Jan Long. 
 

May Meeting Minutes: Motion to approve by Greg Harris, second by Tom Ward. Minutes approved. 
 

Pastor’s Report: The Chimes newsletter was transferred to online, with less than 40 paper copies being printed. 
The trip to Germany was wonderful and she thanked those who filled in during her absence. Our strategic 
planning team have begun to work with our consultant, Mitzie Schaefer. A meeting is scheduled for June 26th. 
Introductory letter from Jan Long and Pastor was sent out June 3rd. A congregational survey should go out mid-
July.  
 

Vicar’s Report: Vicar Laura thanked those who covered for during her graduation from Seminary. She and Jan 
Long attended the SC Synod Assembly in Charleston.  
 

Treasurer’s Report: May’s income was over budget by $207. The first 5 months income was under budget by 
$12,676.  Expenses for May were over budget but still under budget for the year. The current General Fund 
checking account balance is $57,412. The GSB Strategic Planning deposit of $1,000 was charged to the 
Discretionary/Council account. The money to fund the strategic planning was identified by Council coming from 
overages from 2021. We are reminded that expenses do not take a vacation during the summer! Contributions 
need to continue. 
 

Operating Safely Update: The Worship & Music committee has met and discussed Communion and security 
issues. Communion at the rail is available for the 11am service (those who want the individual serving cup have 
been provided the option). Security issues are being addressed with the plan of reactivating the third usher usage 
along with other protocols. 
 

Property: Scot reported the ceiling leak between the Preschool/Fellowship Hall has been quoted on by Dolly’s 
Roofing and we are waiting for some clarifications. The bathroom remodeling is in the planning stages. The 
work will probably begin August or September. The Parsonage drain line needed to be replaced and work was 
done by Roto-Rooter today.  
 

Preschool: Marjorie thanked Pastor for all her help during the last week of school. Thursday a meeting will be 
held with Sheila Harris, Marjorie and Pastor Rachel. 
 

Outreach: The committee met on June 2nd and are exploring 4 new ways to expand our outreach to the 
community. Including sponsorship of youth baseball team, providing services for those just released from the 
detention center, ways to address homeless/food services and new ideas to increase sales for our Holy Smoke 
BBQ (scheduled for 9/17/22). 
 

Faith Formation: Tiffany working on day camp. 23 children currently enrolled. The youth will be taking a hike 
to Riley Falls in July. 
 

New Business: GSB Strategic Planning is moving forward. The team; Greg Harris, Dean Fogel, Micky Ward, 
Catie Fisher and Pastor Rachel, have participated in an online platform which will help our consultant, Mitzi, to 
create a survey for the congregation. 
Jan reported she and Vicar Laura attended the SC Synod Assembly in Charleston with the theme “I love to tell a 
story”. The speakers included our new consultant from GSB, Mitzie Schaefer, who was well received.  
 

Update on Music Staff—The Music Staff Task Force consisting of: Tina Barrett (Worship and Music Chair), 
Greg Harris (Council VP), Grace Schmeelcke (Council Liaison for Worship and Music), Keith Snelgrove, Vicar 
Laura and Pastor Rachel had their initial meeting in May and began its work. The Indeed Ad posting for a Music 
Director went live June 16 and will run through July 8. The Task Force meets again June 27 to begin looking 
over resumes and map out next steps for interviews.  
 

Next Meeting will be July 18, 2022 
 

Meeting adjourned at 7:45pm with praying the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Respectfully Submitted: Lynn Pode, Congregational Council Secretary 
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YOUTH GROUP—JULY 2022 
Happy July 4th to you all – enjoy your celebrations but be careful!! 

JULY 10TH – A hike to Riley Moore Falls – it’s up towards Long Creek. We will 
leave from church at 12:15; it should take us about 25 minutes to drive. I would 
highly recommend good sneakers or boots and bring a towel because there is a 

small sandy beach and you can swim when we reach the falls. It is a 1.9 mile round trip hike so 
please bring a bottle of water to carry with you and I will bring some snacks. You are more 

than welcome to bring friends!!  
Call 864-903-3461 if you have any questions. 

I hope your summer so far is been a joyful one. Peace to you all!  
Love in Christ, Patty 

 

SOMEONE, SOMEWHERE, IS DEPENDING ON YOU TO DO WHAT 
GOD HAS CALLED YOU TO DO. 

SURVIVORS GROUP 
The Survivors group is planning two events in July. 
 

July 14 we will travel first to Strawberry Hill to have breakfast. After 
breakfast, we will travel to Gaffney to take in the Peach Festival. We will car 
pool for this trip. We will meet at the church at 8:30am. 
 

The group will gather for dinner on Thursday July 28 for dinner at Paesanos. Meet there at 5pm.  
 

Prior to each event Jeri Klaren will send out an email to remind you. 
 

All widows and widowers are invited to the events, RSVP appreciated. 
Call Jeri Klaren at 864-638-6445 for more information about the group. 

The Praise Ringers cordially invite the congregation to join our Ringers on July 13, 2022 at 
6:30pm for a community Hymnfest at Walhalla Presbyterian Church. St. John’s 
Lutheran Church, St. Luke’s Methodist Church, and Walhalla Presbyterian 
Church are all participating in this event. The Praise Ringers will be playing and 
accompanying on some of the hymns, St. Luke’s has a Gospel Group that will be 
singing, and the Choir of Walhalla Presbyterian Church will be singing. Please 
mark your calendar for this event.  Come join the Churches share in an old 
fashioned Hymnfest. 

FAREWELL DINNER AND ROASTING FOR VICAR LAURA 

Saturday, August 6th 6:00—8:00 pm 
Vicar  Laura’s year with us will be coming to a close soon. Before we 
send her back to the South Dakota, we would like to take some time to 
celebrate her time with us here at St. John’s. The Internship Committee 
and St. John’s staff are hosting a Farewell Dinner and “Roasting” for 
Saturday, August 6th at Biggerstaff. 
 

Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, and Drinks will be provided. We are asking the congregation to sign up for 
side dishes and desserts. Sign up board will be up July 10th. If you have a special “Roasting” to 
share, contact Brenda Safrit or Pastor Rachel. 

 
Vicar Laura’s last Sunday with St. John’s is Sunday, August 7th. 
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KNITTERS & CROCHETERS  
Would you like to learn how to knit/crochet? Or just need help to revive your 
skills? Consider meeting with the group on July 13 and 27 at 10am in the 
fellowship hall. We make our own items, but our main goal is to reach out to our 
congregation, community and nationally for those in need for caps, scarves, 
afghans, etc.  

 
Contact Barbara Wilson at 864-723-3376 or hickoryhollowbw@bellsouth.net for more information. 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
THURSDAY MEAL DELIVERY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

St. John’s continues its ministry of Thursday Meal Delivery to those in our 
congregation who are shut-in, undergoing medical treatment and those 
who just need a weekly visitor. Those involved in this ministry find 
gratification in knowing they have reached out in such a meaningful way. 
As with all ministries, especially those begun during COVID, volunteers 
have returned to their normal routines and are no longer available to help. 
If you have considered becoming part of this ministry NOW IS THE TIME! 
We need additional volunteers. Please contact Joan Lewis at 864-710-1756 
or joanlewis@aol.com for information on how you can help. 

11AM WORSHIP USHERS NEEDED 
We have returned to communing at the rail at our 11am Sanctuary worship. Ushers are needed to help 
with directing worshippers to the communion rail in an orderly 
manner. If interested, please contact Joan Lewis at 864-710-1756 or 
joanlewis@aol.com. Training will be provided. Many of our 
“seasoned” ushers have been taking a well- deserved rest during 
COVID. We need you back! Usher responsibilities include: 1. 
making sure sanctuary lights are on and doors are open 2. taking a 
head count during worship and submitting to the church admin 
3.working as a team to send 10-12 persons to the communion rail for 
communion 4. Unlocking front door at the end of worship 5. Locking 
up and turning out lights out. 

WELCA CONVENTION REPORT 
June 24-25 — SC WELCA Convention — Redeemer Lutheran Church, Newberry— 
Attending were: Andrea Carlson as First Timer Guest for Foothills Conference, Barbara 
Wilson and Fredi Hallman voting delegates, Jan Long, visitor, and our own SC WELCA 
President Risse Snelgrove who presided.  
 

Joy Offerings: $3262; Convention Offering: $1977. Convention Projects — Endowment Fund for 
Nursing  Scholarships at Newberry College: $22,448 (goal was $10,000); Katie’s Fund: $2195. 
 

Next WELCA Meeting—Saturday, August 13, 9:15 — 10:30am in the fellowship hall. All women 
are encouraged to attend to learn what activities are being planned. Program to be announced soon. 
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SAVE THE DATE…SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17TH 
On September 17th, St. John’s will be hosting its 6th annual community 
wide fundraiser. The event will be held at St. John’s this year. “Iron Pig 
BBQ” will be providing BBQ plates for us to sell to the community. Once 
again, we are asking that the entire congregation be involved in pre-selling 
tickets for this fundraising event. As our planning committee meets over 
the next few months you will see more information as to where help is needed. Look for this in the 
weekly Bell Tower and in church wide e-mails. We will be supporting the DAR Starlight program. 
More info to come! 

PRESCHOOL NEWS  

 
I am super excited to join the St. John’s Lutheran Church Preschool team this upcoming 
year. I am looking forward to seeing what God has in store for all the students, parents, 
and staff. It is going to be a fantastic year through new experiences and learning. 
 Sheila Harris 
 St. John’s Preschool Director 

The Praise Ringers played for the last of the season on May 22, 2022. The 
Prelude was “From Sorrow to Joy” composed by Brian Childers, ASCAP. 
The Anthem was “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing (Lift Up Your 
Heads, Ye Mighty Gates)” arranged by Cathy Moklebust based on Thomas 
Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789.  
 

Praise Ringers are Catie Fisher, Frances Guldner (Director), Jeri Klaren, 
Karen Lawrence, Marcia Lyle, Jena Norton, Brenda Safrit, Risse 
Snelgrove, and Barbara Wilson. Our Flautist is Grace Lichetnewald who 
accompanied the “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing”. 

 

This was the last time the Praise Ringers played until September. The Praise Ringers will resuming 
practice the third week of August. The Ringers are always looking for more handbell ringers. No 
experience is needed. The Ringers would love to have you join them. Please contact Debra 
Blackmore at 843-834-1544 or blackmoredm@icloud.com.  

Thank you all for all your help, prayers, and cards. You all are a real blessing to me. 

May God bless you. I still need you. 

With love, Jeanne Welch 

NEW INTERN EMILY WHITLOW  
Vicar Emily Whitlow begins her ministry with us in mid August. We will welcome 
her with a “pounding” of assorted food items, gift certificates and invites to our 
homes for dinner. Be on the look out for the list with needed items which will be 
posted in late July. 

Emily’s 1st Sunday, August 21st 


