
 

 

Welcome to Worship at St. John’s!  
We are glad that you are with us today as we worship our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Life continues to “look different” than normal as we are taking precautions to keep 
everyone safe. Below are details about how we will share in our worship together. 

 

1. Please use the hand sanitizing upon entering and exiting the building. 
2. Communion is celebrated at the altar or with the pre-filled communion fellowship cups 
3. Offerings can be given in the baskets provided at the entrance and exit into the church.  

 

If you are a 1st time Worshiper at St John’s, we invite you to sign our  
visitor book in either the Narthex, or the Back Gathering area. 

 

+++Please be courteous and respectful.  Please turn off all electronic devices during worship .+++ 
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Sunday, August 14, 2022 
Tenth. Sunday After Pentecost  

 
The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in human history. He 

invites our undivided attention and devotion. Today in worship we are surrounded by 
a great “cloud of witnesses.” In the word and in holy communion we are invited yet 

again to look to Jesus, “the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.” 
 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME AND MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

WE GATHER 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love endures forever. 
People: Amen. 

 
Pastor: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
People: Amen. 

 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 
Silence is kept for reflection 

 
Pastor: Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our own way. 
Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long to take the best seats at the 
table. When met by those in need, we have too often passed by on the other side. 
Set us again on the path of life. Save us from ourselves and free us to love our 
neighbors. Amen. 
 
Pastor: Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins but 
delights in granting pardon and mercy. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven. You are free to love as God loves. 
People: Amen. 
 



 

 

OPENING HYMN “Faith of Our Fathers” ELW 812 

THE GREETING 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. People: And also with you. 
 
KYRIE ELW p. 147-148 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to 
share your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of 
bloodshed and greed, and, following your servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer 
and perfecter of our faith, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 
CHILDREN & YOUTH MESSAGE  



 

 

THE FIRST READING  JEREMIAH 23:23-29 
23Am I a God near by, says the L , and not a God far off? 24Who can hide in secret 
places so that I cannot see them? says the L . Do I not fill heaven and earth? says the 
L . 25I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, 
“I have dreamed, I have dreamed!” 26How long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn 
back—those who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart? 27They 
plan to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell one another, just 
as their ancestors forgot my name for Baal. 28Let the prophet who has a dream tell the 
dream, but let the one who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in 
common with wheat? says the L . 29Is not my word like fire, says the L , and like 
a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces? 
 
Psalm: 82— Read Responsively 
1God stands to charge the divine council assembled, giving judgment in the midst of the 
 gods: 
2“How long will you judge unjustly, and show favor to the wicked? 
3Save the weak and the orphan; defend the humble and needy; 
4rescue the weak and the poor; deliver them from the power of the wicked. 
5They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander about in darkness; all the 
 foundations of the earth are shaken. 
6Now I say to you, ‘You are gods, and all of you children of the Most High; 
7nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, and fall like any prince.’ ” 
8Arise, O God, and rule the earth, for you shall take all nations for your own. 
 
THE SECOND READING  Hebrews 11:29-12:2 
29By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the 
Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. 30By faith the walls of Jericho fell 
after they had been encircled for seven days. 31By faith Rahab the prostitute did not 
perish with those who were disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace. 
 32And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, 
Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—33who through faith 
conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, 
34quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, 
became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 35Women received their dead by 
resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better 
resurrection. 36Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and 
imprisonment. 37They were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were killed by 
the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, 
tormented—38of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and 
mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. 
 39Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was 
promised, 40since God had provided something better so that they would not, apart from 
us, be made perfect. 



 

 

 12:1Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 
aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance 
the race that is set before us, 2looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, 
who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its 
shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God. 
 
A: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel. 
 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” ELW 172 

THE HOLY GOSPEL  LUKE 12:49-56 
[Jesus said:] 49“I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! 
50I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is 
completed! 51Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, 
but rather division! 52From now on five in one household will be divided, three against 
two and two against three; 53they will be divided:  
 father against son 
  and son against father, 
 mother against daughter 
  and daughter against mother, 
 mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law 
  and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 
 54He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you 
immediately say, ‘It is going to rain’; and so it happens. 55And when you see the south 
wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat’; and it happens. 56You 
hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you 
not know how to interpret the present time?” 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
THE MESSAGE Pastor Rachel Connnelly 



 

 

HYMN OF RESPONSE  “I Want to Walk as A Child of the Light” ELW 815 

 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his  only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power 
of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate 
and was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day 
he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 



 

 

I believe in  the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and  the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 After each petition— Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
THE PEACE 
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always. People: And also with you. 

 
Today during Holy Communion, worshipers have the option of remaining in their 

pews and communing with the prefilled communion/fellowship cup. Or you may come 
to the altar receive the wafer and the cup, and place your used cup in the basket upon 

returning to your seat. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your 
goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good 
of all, in the name of Jesus. People: Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 
 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 
 



 

 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE “Lamb of God” ELW p 154 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  

have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  

have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  

grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION AT THE ALTAR/IN SEATS 
 
THE PASTORAL BLESSING 
 
THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Assisting: Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed 
us with your mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that 
all may come to know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus.  
People: Amen 
 
THE BLESSING 
The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and show 
you the path of life this day and always.  
People: Amen 

 



 

 

THE SENDING HYMN “The Church’s One Foundation” ELW 654 

THE DISMISSAL 
Assisting: Go in peace. Love your neighbor. People: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 

Serving Today 
Presiding Minister. Pastor Rachel Connelly 

Lay Assistant: Barbara Wilson 
Lector: Jan Long 

Organist: Grace Lichtenwald 
Greeters: Libby McLean and Christy Raab  

Communion Ushers: Ryan and Christy Raab 
Altar Guild: Diane Rawlins 



 

 

Our Church Family 
Beth Davis, fall this past week, surgery/healing 
Dolly Johnson, healing from back surgery 
Lois Cooley, healing/comfort 
Andrea Carlson, healing/rehab 
Joan Lewis, Hip surgery recovery and rehab 
Dave Devoe, treatment 
Dave Lewis, chemo 
Annie Henry, upcoming back surgery 
Juanita Johns, Cottingham House, hospice care 
Tiffany Chapman, healing and chemo treatment 
Nancy Carter, healing and chemo treatment 
Jana Snelgrove, healing 
Baby Liam Plowden, continued growth and healing 
Thelma Miller, Lymphoma 
Christy Bryson, health 
 

Those Grieving 
 

Our Elders at Home or Assisted Living 
Betty Sosebee, Residence at Park Place 
Jeanne Welch, home, healing 
Doug Deane, (hospice) 
Dottie Brandt, healing at Lila Doyle 
Jack Campbell, home 
Peg Turner, The Oaks 
Brenda Cantrell, home 
Linda Humphries, home 
Jenine Baldus, home care 
Julie Corbett, home care 
Marie Palmatier, home 
Betty Wallace, Belvedere 
 

Other Prayer Concerns 
All those affected by natural disaster—especially St. 
 Louis and the Philippines 
Communities that have suffered loss due to 
 gun violence 
Bishop Ginny Aebischer and our Synod Staff 
Our elected leaders, for continued wisdom  
All military personnel esp. R.J. and Brock Raab 
Lt. Victor Rutledge, deployed to Germany  

 
 
Our Extended Family and Friends 
Barbara Vigneault, healing from lymphoma (friend of 

Williams) 
Bill “Mac” McConnel, diagnosed with glaucoma 

(friend of Williams) 
Ann Smith, healing (mother of our admin Alicia 

Rannou) 
Chris Dodson, healing from surgery (Daniels) 
Diane Rivers, treatment for cancer (sister of Bill 

Brackett) 
Donna Childress, surgery (family of Gary and Brenda 

Safrit) 
Tara Nolan, cancer (friend of Anne Fogel) 
Doug Wilson, continued healing (Tina Barrett) 
Jacqulyn Moore, healing/MS (niece of Kathy Scherter) 
Linda Beaver, cancer (sister of Libby McLean) 
Jerry Merritt, healing/burns (neighbor of Lyle Family) 
Bennie Smith, health (nephew of Wards) 
Bill Christmas (father of Cindy Honeycutt) 
Donnie Winkler, healing (friend of Patty Shepard) 
Ida Smith, brain bleed (friend of PJ Daniels) 
Jaime Henry, heart issues (son of Annie Henry) 
Bryce Easton, cancer (family of Fredi Hallman) 
Kay Davis, cancer (friend of the Daniels) 
Betty Watkins (friend of Betty Sosebee) 
John Heasley, diabetes (son-in-law of  Johnsons) 
Dohnvan (grandson of Kathy Scherter) 
Tom Tyree, cancer (friend of Sears) 
Judy Candler, lung cancer (friend of Patty  Shepard)  
Harold Smith, heart  (friend of Tina Barrett) 
Jennifer Rowe (friend of the Nortons)  
Dolorico Perez (father of Josie Perez)  
Eddie Harper, health (husband of Diane Harper) 
Eve Mills, cancer (niece of Francoise Fussell) 
Lauren Hartman, Lyme disease (daughter of the 
Bowmans) 
Gina Daly, health (daughter of Bob Johnson)  
Lily Sander (granddaughter of the Johnsons) 

Please let the church office know of any updates to 
our prayer list. 



 

 

The Bell Tower— Ministry News 
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Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Delores Krueger in 
memory of the one year anniversary of son, Jim Krueger's passing. 

WELCA — JULY SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

Knitters and Crocheters — August 24 @ 10am. All are welcome to learn or 
update these skills.  

Seniors Lunch following at 11:30am. 

TIME TO “POUND” THE INTERN 

Vicar Emily Whitlow begins her ministry with us next week. We will 
welcome her with a “pounding” of assorted food items, gift certificates and 
invites to our homes for dinner. You will be able to signup online at:  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/
d/1SPDyfTy9m0SEJPG2r4RQqdwGqXwfpxCNJsGXRApJAFc/edit?usp=sharing or 
take an item from the board located in the Gathering area at church. There are still a few 
items remaining. Bring items to the fellowship hall by August 15. For those of you who 
would like to invite Vicar Emily for a meal at your home, please write a note and leave 
it with the donated items. Let’s give her a “St. John’s Welcome”. 

BACK TO SCHOOL & BACKPACK BLESSING 
TODAY AT 9AM & 11AM 

 

Join us TODAY as we celebrate the beginning of a new school year. All 
school-aged children, youth, and college bound adults are invited to bring 
their lunch boxes and backpacks for a special blessing and prayers for the 
school year! Each person will also receive a symbolic reminder of God’s 

love to take with them to school. 
 

This year we will also have a special blessing for all our teachers and any 
others who work in the school system in other staff positions. 

Today we recognize and give thanks to Grace Lichtenwald for her service to St. John's 
Lutheran as our interim organist since November 2020. We have been blessed to have 
Grace step in and share her time and musical gifts. We thank her for 
sharing so much with her church as we together have given glory 
and praise to God. We will have a brief reception following our 
service for you to personally thank Grace. 



 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, ELCA 
301 W. Main Street, Walhalla, SC 

www.stjohnswalhalla.org 
Facebook — St. John’s Lutheran, Walhalla 

The Reverend Dr. Rachel Connelly 
Cell: (910) 515-0897 or Email: stjohnspastorrachel@gmail.com 

 
Alicia Rannou, Administrative Assistant 

(864) 638-6363 or Email: stjohnsluther@gmail.com 
Summer Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday 8:00am to 2:00pm 
Closed Friday 

Our tithes and offerings are an important part of our faith journey. Electronic 
offerings may be given through GIVELIFY. You may also go to our website: 
www.stjohnswalhalla.org  and  access the secure giving button. 

Additional St. John’s Staff 
Ray Burroughs,  Facilities Manager 

Joan Lewis, Spiritual Gifts Coordinator  
Sheila Harris, Preschool Director   

Jan Long, Congregational President 
Patty Shepard, Youth Director 

Tiffany Chapman, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 


