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THE CHIMES 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, ELCA 

Mission: EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, WE JOYFULLY INVITE ALL TO 
LOVE, SERVE, AND GROW IN CHRIST WHILE EMBRACING A CHANGING WORLD. 

 
Summer Office Hours: M–Th 8:00am—2:00pm ~ Friday Closed 

Phone: (864) 638-6363 

Email: stjohnsluther@gmail.com 
Biggerstaff Christian Retreat: 864-683-6363 

St. John’s Pre-School: (864) 638-8099 

Website: www.stjohnswalhalla.org 
biggerstaffretreat@gmail.com  

Email: stjohnspreschoolwalhalla@gmail.com 

It is hard to believe that one year ago I came here to St. John’s. There 
are all sorts of cliches about coming and going that I could say here. I 
came knowing that this time together would not be very long, and yet 
endings still have a way of sneaking up on us. As far as cliches go, everything that 
begins has to end at some point. I know that the experiences that I’ve had this year and 

the people I have met will be with me for the rest of my life. As I have often said we don’t do any of 
this alone. Because we don’t walk this journey of faith on our own, this means that we have the 
wonderful chance to meet and be with so many people, for short periods and long periods. Ok, maybe 
one more cliché. There are so many chapters yet to come for myself and for St. John’s. In a few short 
weeks this congregation will continue its mission of helping to equip leaders for the future with the 
arrival of Vicar Emily. There are wonderful ideas brewing on the horizon of what is next for St. John’s. 
Perhaps those ideas will look a little different than what has “always” been done. I consider that an 
opportunity to look at the new adventures and new paths that are before us and remember that we are 
always being made new. 

At the heart of it all, though, no matter where we are going or where we have come from or where we 
have yet to discover, we know that we are all part of this wonderful journey led by God through Jesus 
Christ. I have been honored to see the many ways that this congregation lives out its calling and 
mission in this community. I hope and know you will continue to do so and look forward with you to 
what is next. These are both challenging times and exciting times. There is always something new to 
grow into, to learn about, and to help bring into the world. You have all helped me to remember that 
and to find that newness and growth as we have walked together in service this year. 

If I do not get a chance to see you again in this place, know that you have my profound thanks and it 
has been a pleasure to be here among the people of St. John’s, even for a short time. Thank you for the 
honor of serving here. I hope we will see each other somewhere down the road! 

With thanks, 

FAREWELL DINNER AND ROASTING FOR 
VICAR LAURA 

Saturday, August 6th 6:00—8:00 pm 
Vicar Laura’s year with us will be coming to a close soon. Before we 

send her back to the South Dakota, we would like to take some time to celebrate her time with us 
here at St. John’s. The Internship Committee and St. John’s staff are hosting a Farewell Dinner and 

“Roasting” for Saturday, August 6th at Biggerstaff. 
 

Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, and Drinks will be provided. If you have a special “Roasting” to share, 
contact Brenda Safrit or Pastor Rachel. 

 

Vicar Laura’s last Sunday with St. John’s is Sunday, August 7th. 
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Summer Office hours will end on August 12th. 

We will return to regular hours on Monday, August 15th: 
Monday-Thursday 8:30-1:30pm 

Friday 8:30-1pm 

Take my life that I may be consecrated Lord to Thee; 
Take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise.  ELW Hymn 

 

Dear Friends:  
 

Life is a series of hellos and goodbyes. Beginnings and endings mark our lives, our time, our seasons of the 
church and the year, and our life together as a congregation. As hymn of response from last Sunday 
proclaims, every moment and every day is an opportunity for gratitude and praise.   
  

During the month of August at St. John’s, we will share in a number of hellos and goodbyes, of 
thanksgivings and praises. This Sunday after a year full of ministry growth and pastoral formation, we will 
say Goodbye to Vicar Laura Beall. Her year of internship has been a blessing as she shared in all aspects of 
the life and ministries of our congregation. We will share in an Ending of Internship and Sending service 
with her at both of our worship services. She will be returning to South Dakota where she will begin her first 
call process with the Bishop’s office and congregations seeking a pastor. As you say goodbye and give 
thanks to God for Laura, please also keep her in your prayers. 
 

On Sunday, August 14 we will share together in a Service of Thanksgiving for Grace Lichtenwald who has 
served as the interim organist at St. John’s since November 2020. We have been blessed to have such a 
wonderful member of our congregation step in and share her musical gifts during this time and we want to 
recognize Grace for her time in this position. 
 

On August 21 we will welcome Vicar Emily Whitlow with a Service of Beginning of Internship as she 
comes among us from Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary for a year of learning and pastoral 
formation. We will also welcome and share in Prayer of Beginning for Carla Padgett who will begin her 
ministry among us as our Music Director/Organist.  

On Sunday, August 28 we welcome New Members who have been worshiping with us and wish to become a 
part of our community of faith. 
 

In the midst of “Hellos and Goodbyes” and “Beginnings and Endings,” we give thanks that God is the 
constant presence through all the times of our lives and that we have the leading of the Holy Spirit to sustain 
us on our journey. 
 

God’s Peace and Love,  

 

August 7  Vicar Laura’s Last Sunday – Service of Ending and Godspeed  
 

August 14  Recognition of Grace Lichtenwald’s Service as Interim Organist 
   Backpack Blessings and Back to School Recognition 
 

August 21  Welcome and Service of Beginning for Vicar Emily Whitlow 
                                    Welcome and Prayer of Beginning for Music Director Carla Padgett 
 

August 28  New Member Welcome  
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Congregation Council Meeting— July 18, 2022 

Members Present: Pastor Rachel Connelly, Vicar Laura Beall, Jan Long, Grg Harris, Allen Harding, John 
Hewell, Sandra Pruitt, Marjorie Conaway and Lynn Pode. 
 

Meeting called to order at 6:11pm. Dwelling in the Word led by Vicar Laura. 
 

June Meeting Minutes: Motion to approve by Marjorie Conaway, second by John Hewell. Minutes approved. 
 

Pastor’s Report: June was a very busy month, even with the first two weeks in Germany. The new Preschool 
Director started work, the Strategic Planning team has begun meeting with Mitzie Schaefer from GSB and the 
Music Staffing Task Force has been working to find a Music Director. The Lutheridge camp began today out 
at Biggerstaff. The GSB survey created for the congregation was sent out on July 14th and we hope everyone 
will take this survey before July 28th. We very much value member’s opinions. Newcomer Orientation will be 
in August. 
 

Vicar’s Report: Laura stated it was hard to believe a year has already gone by. She continues to be busy with 
meetings, visits and Biggerstaff. Laura thanked everyone for supporting the intern program which she enjoyed 
the opportunity and mentioned the program is vital to the future of our church as a whole.  
 

Treasurer’s Report: June’s income was over budget by $2,534. The first 6 months income was under budget 
by $10,142. Expenses for June were under budget $3,115 (largely due to the $1,200. budgeted for confirmation 
camp which was not attended and the unfilled Music Director position responsible for $2,583.) Expenses are 
still under budget for the year. The General Fund Checking Account balance is $60,161. 
 

Operating Safely Update: Oconee County is ranked 3rd for Covid cases in the state and last week’s positivity 
rate was at 12%. It was suggested we pay closer attention to the weekly numbers. We continue to focus on 
hand sanitizing and encourage those with symptoms to test. 
 

Worship and Music: The Music Task Force met on June 27th to review resumes and discuss interviews. Two 
candidates have been interviewed and a second interview with the primary candidate will be held tomorrow. 
References are being checked. The candidate is well rounded and is an accomplished organist along with 
playing other instruments and had Director experience. After a detailed discussion, Allen made a motion that 
the task force have the ability to make an offer of employment for $20,000. (with a potential negotiating option 
of an additional $2,000) if they deem the candidate a good fit after the second interview. Motion second by 
John. Unanimous vote to approve this motion by Council. The Task Force submitted a final draft of the Music 
Director job description. Council reviewed the recommendation and Greg moved to accept as written. Marjorie 
second and the Council voted to accept the job description wording. 
 

Biggerstaff: Allen reports that the grass cutting is going well and they are addressing ongoing maintenance 
issues. The rentals have been strong with several meetings in addition to weddings being held. Jeremy 
Chapman and Dean Fogel were thanked for installing the Ring cameras. 
 

Preschool: Marjorie confirmed the new Preschool Director, Sheila Harris, has started work and is 
enthusiastically planning for the new year. We have 1 teacher returning for the 3 yr. old class and need 2 
teachers for the 2’s and 1 for the 4 yr. old class. Interviews are upcoming this week and applications are still 
being received. 
 

Outreach: The committee met on June 30th and participation in the Fall Walhalla Heritage Day was 
discussed. Walhalla is looking for someone to take the entire event over but the committee didn’t feel we could 
take it on but agreed we would participate with a booth. We were notified that St. John’s would receive a 
$1,000. donation from Issaquena's Bike Ride and the committee voted to donate to the Oconee Backpack 
Program. 
 

Faith Formation: The youth hike has been moved to July 24th due to weather but they did meet for pizza and 
a visit with Ms. Dottie. 
 

New Business: Greg reported the St. John’s planning team have been meeting with Mitzie (GSB) to help craft 
the questionnaire which was sent out to the congregation on July 14th. Everyone’s input is requested, if you 
need a paper copy please contact Alicia in the office. We value your input and ask that you complete this by 
July 28th. Mitzie will tabulate the results and get back with Council. 



 4 

SECOND QUARTER ENDOWNMENT REPORT 
As you can see, our balances are being affected by the volatility in the market. I still expect the 
remainder of the year to continue to be the same. The FOMC is meeting today and tomorrow and the 
expectations are another three quarters of a percent rise in rates. We will survive, but unnerving 
process. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Joe Sears, Chair Endowment Committee  

 12/31/21 3/22/22 6/22/22 

Edward Jones $108,303  $101,803  $91,833  

ELCA $110,366  $104,814  $94,879 

First Citizens $1,492 $1,537 $1,537 

Total $220,161 $208,154 $188,248 

YTD 

-15.2%  

-14.0% 

NC 

-14.5% 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, Walhalla 
 

Lutheroad Day Camp at Biggerstaff Retreat 
 

We had 24 Campers and 5 Counselors from Lutheridge along with our 
Day Camp Coordinator, Tiffany Chapman, Pastor Rachel Connelly, 

Joan Lewis, Raeyanna Chapman, who participated in a wonderful week of Day Camp!  
 

Thanks to the many volunteers who provided snacks, lunches, and hosted dinners for the 
counselors! Thank you to Jan Long for hosting the counselors in her home during their time 
here. Special thanks to those who gave funds for scholarships so that more children could 

participate and thanks to the families who brought their kids!  
A great time of learnings and sharing was enjoyed as new friendships were formed, 

and faith and fun were shared. 

TIME TO “POUND” THE INTERN 
Vicar Emily Whitlow begins her ministry with us in mid-August. We will welcome her 
with a “pounding” of assorted food items, gift certificates and invites to our homes for 
dinner. You will be able to signup online at: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/
d/1SPDyfTy9m0SEJPG2r4RQqdwGqXwfpxCNJsGXRApJAFc/edit?usp=sharing or 
take an item from the board located in the Gathering area at church. Pick an item from 
the list and bring it into the fellowship hall by August 15. For those of you who would 
like to invite Vicar Emily for a meal at your home, please write a note and leave it with 
the donated items. Let’s give her a “St. John’s Welcome”. 

August 7th is Vicar Laura’s last Sunday. The new intern (Emily Whitlow) will start August 21st.  Proposed 
thank you date for Grace Lichtenwald for her dedicated service as interim organist is August 14th. Potential 
start date for new Music Director will be August 21st. 
 

Next Meeting will be August 15, 2022 
 

Meeting adjourned at 8:00pm with praying the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Respectfully Submitted: Lynn Pode, Congregational Council Secretary 
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KNITTERS & CROCHETERS  
Would you like to learn how to knit/crochet? Or just need help to revive your 
skills? Consider meeting with the group on August 10 and 24 at 10am in the 
Fellowship Hall. We make our own items, but our main goal is to reach out to 
our congregation, community and nationally for those in need for caps, scarves, 
afghans, etc.  
 

One-on-one teaching is available. Questions? Call or text Barbara @ 864-723-3376. 

WELCA Saturday, August 13 9:15-10:30am 
All ladies are encouraged to attend to hear about 

recent activities and those in which 
you may participate. There will be 
fellowship, short devotion, short 
business items to address, and short 
program. Meeting will be at St. John’s 
Fellowship Hall. 

Quilters Kathy Scherter and Barbara Wilson hold 
the quilt that was finished during the June meeting 
for LWR.  
Come and bring another member/friend.  

THE GLORIA SHEALY CIRCLE  
The circle will meet on Tuesday, August 16 at 5:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. We 
will share a potluck, Salad Supper.  
 

Our donation for the month will be school supplies. 

The Gloria Shealy Circle will be collecting school supplies to donate to United Way of Oconee 
County during the month of August. If you would like to donate items, please place them in the box 
provided by the Spiritual Opportunities Table in the Sacristy. We will not make the deadline for the 
giveaway of supplies in backpacks on August 4th, but when United Way was contacted they said 
supplies are always appreciated. Some of the items that are needed but aren't always donated are:  

We will collect items through Sunday, August 28. Thank you! 
Ann Brackett, 
President Gloria Shealy Circle 

LUCY KLAREN CIRCLE 
 

Lucy Klaren Circle will resume their  meetings in August. 
Please watch for date and time to be announced. 

 tab dividers 
 3 ring binders 
 spiral notebooks 
 highlighters 
 pencil top erasers 

 rulers 
 index cards 
 sticky notes 
 safety scissors 
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YOUTH GROUP — AUGUST 2022 
 

There will be a back to school celebration and  
a meet the Sunday School teacher day. 
Watch for more details later this month. 

SURVIVORS GROUP 
The Survivors group has two events planned for August. 
 

On Sunday, August 14 we will have a potluck along with a game day in the 
Fellowship Hall.  
 

On Tuesday, August 30 we are planning on a lunch followed by a movie. 
 

All widows and widowers are invited to participate in any our activities.  

The Praise Ringers participated in the “Hymnfest” held in the Walhalla Presbyterian Church on 
Wednesday, July 13, 2022 at 6:30pm. Ringers presented two pieces: The prelude 
which was “From Sorrow to Joy”, Music: Brian Childs and during the program — 
“Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing”, Music: Cathy Moklebust. The Ringers also 
accompanied the organist and pianist on two hymns: “Rock of Ages” and “Holy, 
Holy, Holy”. The organist of the church gave a brief history of the hymns that were 
selected to sing. 

 

The Praise Ringers vacation was cut short this summer. The group has been practicing regularly since 
the last Tuesday in June. We will be playing again on August 7, 2022 and August 21, 2022 for the 
11:00am Service. The offertory for August 7 will be “Joyous Spirit” composed by Valerie W. 
Stephenson in Memory of Diane Saxer, a preschool teacher of Trinity Episcopal School in New 
Orleans, LA. The offertory for August 21 will be “Joy and Elation” composed by Cynthia Dobrinski 
(ASCAP) for the Handbell Choir of Culpeper Baptist Church, Culpeper, Virginia, Christopher Dale, 
Minister of Music. Both of these pieces were introduced to the Praise Ringers while participating in 
Handbell Workshop at Lutheridge in Arden, NC. 
 

The Praise Ringers are always looking for more handbell ringers. No experience is needed. The 
Ringers would love to have you join them. Please contact Debra Blackmore at 1 (843) 834-1544 or 
blackmoredm@icloud.com for more information. 

  

Upcoming Events: 
Meet the Teacher Night—August 18 5-7pm 

First Day of School—August 22 
 

Wish List of Supplies Needed: 
 Lysol Wipes 
 Baby Wipes 

 Disinfectant Spray 
 Dry Erase Markers (large chisel tip) 

 Kleenex 
 Liquid Glue 

 Glue Stix 
 

Donations for the preschool may be left in 
the church office. 

PRESCHOOL NEWS BACK TO SCHOOL & BACKPACK BLESSING— 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 14 AT 9 & 11 
 

Worship with us on Sunday, August 14th as we celebrate 
the beginning of a new school year. All school-aged 

children, youth, and college bound adults are invited to 
bring their lunch boxes and backpacks 
for a special blessing and prayers for 
the school year! Each person will also 
receive a symbolic reminder of God’s 

love to take with them to school. 
 

This year we will also have a special 
blessing for all our teachers and any 

others who work in the school system 
in other staff positions. 
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We are looking for a donation of a new or used push mower and heavy duty 
weed eater for use at Biggerstaff Retreat Center. Or donations to purchase are 
appreciated. Contact Allen Harding at nickshs17@aol.com or (864) 723-5922 for 
more information. 

HOLY SMOKE BBQ 
WAYS YOU CAN HELP 

 Sign-up to help with food prep on Tuesday 9/13 and Friday 9/16 
 Volunteer to help on Friday to set-up the tent and early on Saturday morning to set  
 tables up and get things ready to go. 
 Sign-up to help “pull the pork” at 9am on 9/17 
 Sign-up to serve/package BBQ plates from 10am-2:30pm on 9/17 
 Sign-up to help clean-up/tent “take-down” at 2pm on 9/17 
 
**Note- there will not be a bake sale booth.  

“HOLY SMOKE” … mark your calendars for our 6th annual 
BBQ coming to St. John’s on Saturday, September 17th from 11am
-2pm! Many thanks to Tina and Terry Stephens of Iron Pig BBQ 
for preparing BBQ plates. Pork BBQ, slaw, baked beans, and bread. 
BBQ by the pound and pint jars of sauce will be available for pick 
up at the door. We will have pounds available only until the supply 
runs out. No “pound pre-orders”. 
 

In 2022 we will be donating to the DAR Starlight Program. This is a mentoring program for 
recovering mothers, allowing them to live with their children on the DAR campus. Now it’s up to the 
St. John’s crew to sell-sell-sell those tickets. Tickets are available for purchase beginning on August 
14th at Biggerstaff Sunday worship, at St. John’s, or at the door. Checks should be made out to St. 
John’s. If you are unable to attend on 9/17- think about those who have helped you: doctors, nurses, 
hairdressers, neighbors, friends, family, the elderly, etc.  Sell tickets to them or just give them a 
“special treat”. In the past we have asked everyone to sell 10 tickets- this has been a huge success. 
 

Questions- contact Joan Lewis at joanlewissc@aol.com or 864-710-1756. 

Newcomer Orientation and Dessert Fellowship 
 

Tuesday, August 23 at 6:30pm 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church—Fellowship Hall 
 


