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SUNDAY   August 7, 2022  9:00AM 

Welcome to Our Lakeside Worship 

Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom.” It is God’s promise from the beginning—to Abraham, to 
the early church, and to the “little flock” of which we are a part in 

today’s assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal gift, trusts the promises of 
God. Have no fear. 

PRE-GATHERING MUSIC 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
GATHERING SONG: “Change My Heart, O God” 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose steadfast love 
endures forever.  
People: Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection 
 
 



  

 

Pastor: Merciful God, we confess that we have not followed your path 
but have chosen our own way. Instead of putting others before 
ourselves, we long to take the best seats at the table. When met by 
those in need, we have too often passed by on the other side. Set us 
again on the path of life. Save us from ourselves and free us to love 
our neighbors. Amen. 
 

Pastor: Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our 
sins but delights in granting pardon and mercy. In the name of ☩ Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are free to love as God loves. 
People: Amen. 
 

OPENING SONG: “Bind Us Together” 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People: And also with you. 
 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light 
of your church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may 
be ready to receive you wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. People: Amen. 
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THE FIRST READING  GENESIS 15:1-6 
1After these things the word of the L  came to Abram in a vision, “Do 
not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 
2But Abram said, “O Lord G , what will you give me, for I continue 
childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram 
said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is 
to be my heir.” 4But the word of the L  came to him, “This man shall 
not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 5He 
brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if 
you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your 
descendants be.” 6And he believed the L ; and the L  reckoned it to 
him as righteousness. 
 
Psalm: 33:12-22 — Read Responsively 
12Happy is the nation whose God is the L ! Happy the people chosen 
 to be God’s heritage! 
13The L  looks down from heaven, and sees all humankind. 
14God sits firmly enthroned and watches all who dwell on the earth. 
15God fashions all their hearts and observes all their deeds. 
16A king is not saved by the size of the army, nor are warriors rescued by 
 their great strength. 
17The horse gives vain hope for victory; despite its great strength it 
 cannot save. 
18Truly, your eye is upon those who fear you, O L , upon those who 
 wait for your steadfast love, 
19to deliver their lives from death, and to keep them alive in time of 
 famine. 
20Our innermost being waits for you, O L , our helper and our shield. 
21Surely, our heart rejoices in you, for in your holy name we put our 
 trust. 
22Let your lovingkindness, O L , be upon us, even as we place our 
 hope in you. 
 
THE SECOND READING  HEBREWS 11:1-3, 8-16 
1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things 
not seen. 2Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3By faith we 
understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that 
what is seen was made from things that are not visible. 
 8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that 
he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he 
was going. 9By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been 
promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who 
were heirs with him of the same promise. 10For he looked forward to the 
city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.  
 



  

 
11By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too 
old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him faithful 
who had promised. 12Therefore from one person, and this one as good as 
dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the 
innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” 
 13All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but 
from a distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they 
were strangers and foreigners on the earth, 14for people who speak in this 
way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15If they had been 
thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had 
opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a 
heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; 
indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 
 

GOSPEL VERSE  “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” 

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL Luke 12:32-40 
[Jesus said:] 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give alms. 
Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in 
heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 35“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who 
are waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that 
they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. 
37Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; 
truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and 
he will come and serve them. 38If he comes during the middle of the 
night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 
 39“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the 
thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40You 
also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 
 
THE MESSAGE Vicar Laura Beall 
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SONG OF RESPONSE: “Be Thou My Vision” 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his  only Son, our Lord. He was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate and was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in  the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and  the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
After each petition— Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
THE PEACE 
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.  
People: And also with you. 



  

 

PRE-COMMUNION SONG “Sanctuary” 

Entering worship today you were given a communion/fellowship 
cup. As the pastor shares the Words of Institution and 

consecrates the elements, you are invited to open the seal on the 
cup and partake of the bread and wine. 

 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE PARTAKING OF COMMUNION 
 

THE PASTORAL BLESSING 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER  
Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and 
fed us with your mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend 
and stranger, that all may come to know your love. This we pray in the 
name of Jesus. People: Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE CONCLUSION OF AN INTERNSHIP 
 

The Intern, Pastor, Congregational President gather in front of the altar. 
 

Congregational President, Jan Long: On August 15, 2021 St. John’s 
welcomed you Vicar Laura to be a pastoral intern in this community of 
faith: to observe, participate in, and lead in the full stretch of Gospel 
ministry among us. You have preached the good news and led us in 
worship. With the Holy Spirit you have comforted us in times of sickness 
and trouble and at the death of loved ones. You have grown among us 
and led us in faith engaging in our ministries and outreach within the 
congregation and to the community. Sharing our joys and sorrows you 
have been important to our life together in the church of Jesus Christ and 
in God’s mission to the whole world. As you leave this community of 
faith, we say farewell, and we pray for God’s blessing. 
 

Pastor: People of God, members and friends of St. John’s congregation, 
do you release Vicar Laura from service as your intern ?  
 

Congregation: We do, and we give thanks to God for our ministry 
together. 
 

Pastor: Vicar Laura, do you recognize and accept the completion of your 
ministry with St. John’s Lutheran congregation? 

Lord prepare me, to be a sanctuary  
Pure and Holy, tried and true  

With thanksgiving, I'II be a living  
Sanctuary for You. 

Holy Spirit, fill this vessel  
Make my heart to, burn within  

Purify me, make my life be  
A sanctuary for You. 
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Vicar Laura:  I do, and I give thanks to God for our ministry together. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Sending  
Let us pray. Almighty God, through your Son Jesus Christ you gave the 
holy apostles many gifts and commanded them to feed your flock. You 
equip your people with abilities that differ according to the grace given to 
them, and you call them to various avenues of service. We give you thanks 
for the ministry of Laura Beall among the people of God in this place. 
 

You watch over our going out and our coming in: Bless this time of 
ending and beginning. You surround your people in every time and place: 
Keep us close in your love. You accompany your people in times of joy 
and times of trial: Prosper all that has been done to your glory in this time 
together, Heal and forgive all that has fallen short of your will for us. Help 
Vicar Laura and all of us to live with courage and gladness in the future 
you have given to us. 
 

As she has been a blessing to us, so now send her forth to be a blessing to 
others; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 
 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you with 
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and +give you peace.  
Amen 
 

SENDING SONG: “Blessings on the Road” 

1. Everyone's traveling, everyone's going somewhere. 
Everyone's searching, trying to find a way there. 

Every new breath, every next step keeps us moving along 
into the wild and the wonder of this living sacred song. CHORUS 

 

CHORUS 
May you find blessings on the road. 
May you find loving hearts to hold. 

May you find peace and shelter through every storm. 
May you find blessings on the road. 

May you share wherever you go, 
all of the blessings. 

Blessings on the road. 
 

2. Everyone's journey, everyone's story is new. 
Everyone's yearning for a love that is true. 

Every child, every family, everyone that I know, 
we are wandering in the mystery that is dancing in our souls. CHORUS 

 

DISMISSAL  
Assisting: Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
People: Thanks be to God. 



  

 

The Bell Tower— Ministry News 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg  Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted  by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies  Annual License #26326. NRSV Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Music permission 

CCLI,   #11166774.   

Serving Today 
Presiding Minister:  Pastor Rachel Connelly 
Preacher: Vicar Laura Beall 
Lay Assistant: Patty Shepard 
Lector: Allen Harding 
Musicians:  Tom Ward, Ray Burroughs,  
   Grace Lichtenwald, Dave Devoe 
   Marcia Lyle 

WELCA — JULY SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

Knitters and Crocheters — August 10 @ 10am. All are welcome to 
learn or update these skills.  

Seniors Lunch following at 11:30am. 

TIME TO “POUND” THE INTERN 

Vicar Emily Whitlow begins her ministry with us in mid-
August. We will welcome her with a “pounding” of assorted 
food items, gift certificates and invites to our homes for 
dinner. You will be able to signup online at:  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/
d/1SPDyfTy9m0SEJPG2r4RQqdwGqXwfpxCNJsGXRApJAFc/edit?
usp=sharing or take an item from the board located in the Gathering area 
at church. Pick an item from the list and bring it into the fellowship hall 
by August 15. For those of you who would like to invite Vicar Emily for 
a meal at your home, please write a note and leave it with the donated 
items. Let’s give her a “St. John’s Welcome”. 

BACK TO SCHOOL & BACKPACK BLESSING 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 14 AT 9AM & 11AM 

 

Worship with us on Sunday, August 14th as we celebrate 
the beginning of a new school year. All school-aged 

children, youth, and college bound adults are invited to 
bring their lunch boxes and backpacks for a special blessing 

and prayers for the school year! Each person will also 
receive a symbolic reminder of God’s love to take with 

them to school. 
 

This year we will also have a special blessing for all our teachers and any 
others who work in the school system in other staff positions. 
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Our Church Family 
Dolly Johnson, healing from back surgery 
Lois Cooley, healing/comfort 
Andrea Carlson, healing/rehab 
Joan Lewis, recovery and rehab 
Dave Devoe, treatment 
Dave Lewis, chemo 
Annie Henry, upcoming back surgery 
Juanita Johns, Cottingham House Hospice Care 
Tiffany Chapman, healing and chemo treatment 
Nancy Carter, healing and chemo treatment 
Jana Snelgrove, healing 
Baby Liam Plowden, continued growth and healing 
Thelma Miller, Lymphoma 
Christy Bryson, health 
 

Those Grieving 
The family of Laura Wright who died in Texas on July 13. 
 

Our Elders at Home or Assisted Living 
Betty Sosebee, Residence at Park Place 
Jeanne Welch, home, healing 
Doug Deane, (hospice) 
Dottie Brandt, healing at Lila Doyle 
Jack Campbell, home 
Peg Turner, The Oaks 
Brenda Cantrell, home 
Linda Humphries, home 
Jenine Baldus, home care 
Julie Corbett, home care 
Marie Palmatier, home 
Betty Wallace, Belvedere 
 

Other Prayer Concerns 
All those affected by natural disaster—especially St. Louis and the 
 Philippines 
Communities that have suffered loss due to gun violence 
Bishop Ginny Aebischer and our Synod Staff 
Our elected leaders, for continued wisdom  
All military personnel esp. R.J. and Brock Raab 
Lt. Victor Rutledge, deployed to Germany 
 



  

 

Our Extended Family and Friends 
Barbara Vigneault, healing from lymphoma (friend of Williams) 
Bill “Mac” McConnel, diagnosed with glaucoma (friend of Williams) 
Ann Smith, healing (mother of our admin Alicia Rannou) 
Chris Dodson, healing from surgery (Daniels) 
Diane Slaughter in the loss of her son (Grace Lichtenwald) 
Diane Rivers, treatment for cancer (sister of Bill Brackett) 
Donna Childress, surgery (family of Gary and Brenda Safrit) 
Tara Nolan, cancer (friend of Anne Fogel) 
Doug Wilson, continued healing (Tina Barrett) 
Jacqulyn Moore, healing/MS (niece of Kathy Scherter) 
Linda Beaver, cancer (sister of Libby McLean) 
Jerry Merritt, healing/burns (neighbor of Lyle Family) 
Bennie Smith, health (nephew of Wards) 
Bill Christmas (father of Cindy Honeycutt) 
Jeremy Slaughter, brain surgery (friend of Grace Lichtenwald) 
Donnie Winkler, healing (friend of Patty Shepard) 
Ida Smith, brain bleed (friend of PJ Daniels) 
Jaime Henry, heart issues (son of Annie Henry) 
Bryce Easton, cancer (family of Fredi Hallman) 
Kay Davis, cancer (friend of the Daniels) 
Betty Watkins (friend of Betty Sosebee) 
John Heasley, diabetes (son-in-law of  Johnsons) 
Dohnvan (grandson of Kathy Scherter) 
Tom Tyree, cancer (friend of Sears) 
Judy Candler, lung cancer (friend of Patty  Shepard)  
Harold Smith, heart  (friend of Tina Barrett) 
Jennifer Rowe (friend of the Nortons)  
Dolorico Perez (father of Josie Perez)  
Eddie Harper, health (husband of Diane Harper) 
Eve Mills, cancer (niece of Francoise Fussell) 
Lauren Hartman, Lyme disease (daughter of the Bowmans) 
Gina Daly, health  (daughter of Bob Johnson)  
Lily Sander (granddaughter of the Johnsons) 

Please let the church office know of 
any updates to our prayer list. 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church, ELCA 
301 W. Main Street, Walhalla, SC 

www.stjohnswalhalla.org 
Facebook — St. John’s Lutheran, Walhalla 

The Reverend Dr. Rachel Connelly 
Cell: (910) 515-0897 or Email: stjohnspastorrachel@gmail.com 

Vicar Laura Beall, Seminary Intern 
Cell: (605) 464-5941 or Email: stjohnsvicarlaura@gmail.com   

 
Alicia Rannou, Administrative Assistant 

(864) 638-6363 or Email: stjohnsluther@gmail.com 
Summer Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday 8:00am to 2:00pm 
Closed Friday 

Additional St. John’s Staff 
Ray Burroughs,  Facilities Manager 

Joan Lewis, Spiritual Gifts Coordinator  
Sheila Harris, Preschool Director   

Jan Long, Congregational President 
Patty Shepard, Youth Director 

Tiffany Chapman, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

Our tithes and offerings are an important part of our faith journey. Electronic offerings 
may be given through GIVELIFY.   
You may also go to our website: www.stjohnswalhalla.org and 
access the secure giving button.  


