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SUNDAY September 11, 2022 9:00AM 

Welcome to Our Lakeside Worship 

The grumbling of the religious leaders in today’s gospel is actually our 
holy hope: This Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. That our 

God seeks and saves the lost is not only a holy hope, it is our only hope. 
As the writer of 1 Timothy reminds us, “The saying is sure and worthy 

of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners.” Thanks be to God.  

PRE-GATHERING MUSIC 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GATHERING SONG: “Open the Eyes of My Heart Lord” 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord.  
Open the eyes of my heart,  

I want to see you, I want to see You.  (Repeat) 
 

To see you high and lifted up,  
Shining in the light of Your glory;  

Pour out Your pow’r and love,  
As we sing, “holy, holy, holy…  (Repeat from beginning) 

 

Last Time 
holy, holy, holy; 

holy, holy, holy…  
holy, holy, holy … 
I want to see You. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is eager to forgive 
and who loves us beyond our days. 
People: Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection 
 

Pastor: God of mercy and forgiveness, we confess that sin still has a 
hold on us. We have harmed your good creation. We have failed to 
do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. Turn us in a 
new direction. Show us the path that leads to life. Be our refuge and 
strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and 
friend. Amen. 



  

 

Pastor: Beloved of God, your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made 
whole. God points the way to new life in Christ, who meets us on the 
road. Journey now in God’s abiding love through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. People: Amen. 
 

OPENING SONG: “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

 
THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
People: And also with you. 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back 
to yourself all those who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving 
care, that we may reject whatever is contrary to you and may follow all 
things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
People: Amen. 
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THE FIRST READING  Exodus 32:7-14 
7The L  said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you 
brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have 
been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded them; they have 
cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and 
sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you 
up out of the land of Egypt!’ ” 9The L  said to Moses, “I have seen this 
people, how stiff-necked they are. 10Now let me alone, so that my wrath 
may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I will 
make a great nation.” 
 11But Moses implored the L  his God, and said, “O L , why does 
your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the 
land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 12Why should the 
Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill 
them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’? 
Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster 
on your people. 13Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, 
how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply 
your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have 
promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it 
forever.’ ” 14And the L  changed his mind about the disaster that he 
planned to bring on his people. 
 
Psalm: 51:1-10 — Read Responsively 
1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; in your 
 great compassion blot out my offenses. 
2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, and cleanse me 
 from my sin. 
3For I know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me. 
4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so 
 you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment. 
5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, a sinner from my mother’s 
 womb. 
6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, and would have me 
 know wisdom deep within. 
7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall 
 be purer than snow. 
8Let me hear joy and gladness; that the body you have broken may 
 rejoice. 
9Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness. 
10Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within 
 me. 
 
 
 



  

 

THE SECOND READING  1 Timothy 1:12-17 
12I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, 
because he judged me faithful and appointed me to his service, 13even 
though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. 
But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14and the 
grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in 
Christ Jesus.  
15The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. 16But for that 
very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ 
might display the utmost patience, making me an example to those who 
would come to believe in him for eternal life. 17To the King of the ages, 
immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
GOSPEL VERSE  “Thy Word” (sing 2x) 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet  
and a light unto my path. 

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL Luke 15:1-10 
1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to 
[Jesus.] 2And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, 
“This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
 3So he told them this parable: 4“Which one of you, having a hundred 
sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the 
wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? 5When he has 
found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6And when he comes 
home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, 
‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell 
you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than 
over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 
 8“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, 
does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she 
finds it? 9When she has found it, she calls together her friends and 
neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had 
lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God 
over one sinner who repents.” 
 
 
THE MESSAGE Pastor Rachel Connelly 
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SONG OF RESPONSE: “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling” 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his  only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by 
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered 
under Pontius Pilate and was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in  the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and  the 
life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
After each petition— God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
THE PEACE 
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.  
People: And also with you. 
 
PRE-COMMUNION SONG “We Are an Offering” 

 

Entering worship today you were given a communion/
fellowship cup. As the pastor shares the Words of Institution 

and consecrates the elements, you are invited to open the seal 
on the cup and partake of the bread and wine. 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE PARTAKING OF COMMUNION 
 

THE PASTORAL BLESSING 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
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THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER  
God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 
with bread for the journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might 
serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
People: Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING 
God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you 
with truth and peace. And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, guide you 
always in faith, hope, and love. Amen. 
 
 
SENDING SONG: “Amazing Grace My Chains Are Gone” 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 

I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

 
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 

And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 

The hour of my need 
 

Chorus: 
My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 

And like a flood, His mercy rains 
Unending love, Amazing grace 

 
The Lord has promised good to me 

His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures 
Chorus 2X 

 

The Earth shall soon dissolve like snow 
The sun forbid to shine 

But God, Who called me here below 
Will be forever mine, will be forever mine 

You are forever mine 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 
Thanks be to God. 



  

 

The Bell Tower— Ministry News 
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CCLI,   #11166774.   

Serving Today 
Presiding Minister:  Pastor Rachel Connelly 
Lay Assistant: Vicar Emily Whitlow 
Lector:  Jan Long 
Greeters:   Joe and Trish Sears 
Musicians:   Tom Ward, Ray Burroughs,  
   Grace Lichtenwald, Dave Devoe 
   Marcia Lyle 

WELCA — JULY SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

Knitters and Crocheters — September 14 @ 10am. All are 
welcome to learn or update these skills.  
Seniors Lunch following at 11:30am. 

Holy Smoke BBQ on 9/17. This years event will support the DAR 
Starlight Program. 
 

Volunteers needed for the Holy Smoke BBQ. You can sign-up on the 
link: 
 

 https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1353hSxu2l0-
Ii1GOKawswlQqrwNmWQaErot1FDh4oSI/edit#gid=537428212 
 

or on the bulletin board at Biggerstaff worship or at the church. 
 

Tickets on sale this coming Sunday at both services, at the church office, 
or at the door: $12 each. Buying your tickets in advance helps us 
estimate the amount of food needed. 
BBQ by the pound will be available on the day of the BBQ until supply 
runs out for $15 per pound (no advance orders). 

Adult Chancel Choir meets Wednesdays at 7pm in the sanctuary.  
Practice is about and hour. Bring a friend and no experience is required. 

Tuesday Bible Study starts this Tuesday, September 13 at 10am  
at St. Johns. 

Co-led by Pastor Rachel 
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Our Church Family 
Francis Carter, home healing 
Louis Rimrodt, stint/mild stroke 
Tiffany Chapman, healing 
Nancy Carter, healing and chemo treatment 
Beth Davis, surgery/healing from fall 
Lois Cooley, healing/comfort 
Dave Devoe, treatment 
Dave Lewis, chemo 
Annie Henry, surgery on hip on Sept. 23 
Jana Snelgrove, healing 
Baby Liam Plowden, continued growth and healing 
Thelma Miller, Lymphoma 
Christy Bryson, health 
 

Those Grieving 
Chris Lawrence and family in the death of his mother, Sylvia Ballagh 
Family of Lyn Barker Byrd in her passing. 
Linda Humphries in the passing of her son, Mike. 
Risse Snelgrove and family in the passing of her sister, Valerie Brazell. 
Shonda Mahler and family in the passing of her brother, John Sasse. 
The family of Juanita Johns in her passing. 
 

Our Elders at Home or Assisted Living 
Betty Sosebee, Residence at Park Place 
Jeanne Welch, home, healing 
Doug Deane, (hospice) 
Dottie Brandt, healing at Lila Doyle 
Jack Campbell, home 
Peg Turner, The Oaks 
Brenda Cantrell, home 
Linda Humphries, home 
Jenine Baldus, home care 
Julie Corbett, home care 
Marie Palmatier, home 
Betty Wallace, Belvedere 
 

Other Prayer Concerns 
The Royal Family and the world in the loss of Queen Elizabeth II. 
All those affected by natural disaster—especially St. Louis and the Philippines 
Bishop Ginny Aebischer and our Synod Staff 
Our elected leaders, for continued wisdom  
All military personnel 
 



  

 

 
Our Extended Family and Friends 
Sara Pike, tests done (daughter of Dean and Anne Fogel) 
Debra Turk, treatment of breast cancer (daughter of Delores Kreuger) 
Perry Shearouse, treatment of cancer (cousin of Delores Kreuger) 
Michael Hertica, recovery from burns (cousin of Jan Long) 
Curtis Tilson, healing (friend of Carolyn Brandt) 
Barbara Vigneault, healing from lymphoma (friend of Williams) 
Ann Smith, healing (mother of our admin Alicia Rannou) 
Chris Dodson, healing from surgery (Daniels) 
Diane Rivers, treatment for cancer (sister of Bill Brackett) 
Tara Nolan, cancer (friend of Anne Fogel) 
Doug Wilson, continued healing (Tina Barrett) 
Jacqulyn Moore, healing/MS (niece of Kathy Scherter) 
Linda Beaver, cancer (sister of Libby McLean) 
Jerry Merritt, healing/burns (neighbor of Lyle Family) 
Bennie Smith, health (nephew of Wards) 
Bill Christmas (father of Cindy Honeycutt) 
Donnie Winkler, healing (friend of Patty Shepard) 
Ida Smith, brain bleed (friend of PJ Daniels) 
Jaime Henry, heart issues (son of Annie Henry) 
Bryce Easton, cancer (family of Fredi Hallman) 
Kay Davis, cancer (friend of the Daniels) 
Betty Watkins (friend of Betty Sosebee) 
John Heasley, diabetes (son-in-law of  Johnsons) 
Dohnvan (grandson of Kathy Scherter) 
Tom Tyree, cancer (friend of Sears) 
Judy Candler, lung cancer (friend of Patty  Shepard)  
Harold Smith, heart  (friend of Tina Barrett) 
Jennifer Rowe (friend of the Nortons)  
Dolorico Perez (father of Josie Perez)  
Eddie Harper, health (husband of Diane Harper) 
Eve Mills, cancer (niece of Francoise Fussell) 
Lauren Hartman, Lyme disease (daughter of the Bowmans) 
Gina Daly, health  (daughter of Bob Johnson)  
Lily Sander (granddaughter of the Johnsons) 

Please let the church office know of 
any updates to our prayer list. 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church, ELCA 
301 W. Main Street, Walhalla, SC 

www.stjohnswalhalla.org 
Facebook — St. John’s Lutheran, Walhalla 

The Reverend Dr. Rachel Connelly 
Cell: (910) 515-0897 or Email: stjohnspastorrachel@gmail.com 

 
Vicar Emily Whitlow, Seminary Intern 

Cell: (803) 587-3113 or Email: stjohnsvicaremily@gmail.com 
 

Alicia Rannou, Administrative Assistant 
(864) 638-6363 or Email: stjohnsluther@gmail.com 

Office Hours 
Monday—Thursday 8:30am to 1:30pm 

Friday 8:30am to 12:30pm 

Additional St. John’s Staff 
Ray Burroughs, Facilities Manager 

Carla Padgett, Music Director/Organist 
Joan Lewis, Spiritual Gifts Coordinator  

Sheila Harris, Preschool Director 
Patty Shepard, Youth Director 

Tiffany Chapman, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

Congregational President Jan Long 

Our tithes and offerings are an important part of our faith journey. Electronic offerings 
may be given through GIVELIFY.   
You may also go to our website: www.stjohnswalhalla.org and 
access the secure giving button.  


