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SUNDAY October 16, 2022 9:00AM 

Welcome to Our Lakeside Worship 

Pray always. Do not lose heart. This is Christ’s encouragement in the gospel 
today. Wrestle with the word. Remember your baptism again and again. Come 
regularly to Christ’s table. Persistence in our every encounter with the divine 

will be blessed. 

PRE-GATHERING MUSIC 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
GATHERING SONG: “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” (2x) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is eager to forgive 
and who loves us beyond our days. People: Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection 
 

Pastor: God of mercy and forgiveness, we confess that sin still has a 
hold on us. We have harmed your good creation. We have failed to 
do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. Turn us in a 
new direction. Show us the path that leads to life. Be our refuge and 
strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and 
friend. Amen. 
 
Pastor: Beloved of God, your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made 
whole. God points the way to new life in Christ, who meets us on the 
road. Journey now in God’s abiding love through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. People: Amen. 
 



 

 

OPENING SONG: “Light Dawns on a Weary World” 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People: And also with you. 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always 
ready to hear our cries. Teach us to rely day and night on your care. 
Inspire us to seek your enduring justice for all this suffering world, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
People: Amen. 
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THE FIRST READING  Genesis 32:22-31 
22The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, 
and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23He took 
them and sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he 
had. 24Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until 
daybreak. 25When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he 
struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he 
wrestled with him. 26Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” 
But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 27So he said 
to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28Then the man 
said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have 
striven with God and with humans, and have prevailed.” 29Then Jacob 
asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you 
ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 30So Jacob called the place 
Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life is 
preserved.” 31The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping 
because of his hip. 
 
Psalm: 121— Read Responsively 
1I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come? 
2My help comes from the L , the maker of heaven and earth. 
3The L  will not let your foot be moved nor will the one who 
watches over you fall asleep. 
4Behold, the keeper of Israel will neither slumber nor sleep; 
5the L  watches over you; the L  is your shade at your right hand; 
6the sun will not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 
7The L  will preserve you from all evil and will keep your life. 
8The L  will watch over your going out and your coming in, 
from  this time forth forevermore. 
 

 



 

 

THE SECOND READING  2 Timothy 3:14—4:5 
14But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly 
believed, knowing from whom you learned it, 15and how from 
childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to instruct 
you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All scripture is 
inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness, 17so that everyone who belongs to 
God may be proficient, equipped for every good work. 
 4:1In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the 
living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I 
solemnly urge you: 2proclaim the message; be persistent whether the 
time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage, with 
the utmost patience in teaching. 3For the time is coming when people 
will not put up with sound doctrine, but having itching ears, they will 
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires, 4and will 
turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths. 5As 
for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an 
evangelist, carry out your ministry fully. 
 
 
GOSPEL VERSE  “Thy Word” (sing 2x) 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet  
and a light unto my path. 

 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL Luke 18:1-8 
1Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not 
to lose heart. 2He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither 
feared God nor had respect for people. 3In that city there was a widow 
who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my 
opponent.’ 4For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, 
‘Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5yet because 
this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may 
not wear me out by continually coming.’ ” 6And the Lord said, “Listen 
to what the unjust judge says. 7And will not God grant justice to his 
chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in 
helping them? 8I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, 
when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 
 
 
THE MESSAGE Vicar Emily Whitlow 
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SONG OF RESPONSE: “God Sent His Son” 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his  only Son, our Lord. He was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate and was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 



 

 

I believe in  the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and  the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
After each petition— Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

THE PEACE 
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.  
People: And also with you. 
 

PRE-COMMUNION SONG “We Are an Offering” 

Entering worship today you were given a communion/fellowship cup. As the 
pastor shares the Words of Institution and consecrates the elements, you are 

invited to open the seal on the cup and partake of the bread and wine. 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE PARTAKING OF COMMUNION 
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THE PASTORAL BLESSING 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER  
God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with 
bread for the journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve 
our neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
People: Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING 
God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with 
truth and peace. And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, guide you always 
in faith, hope, and love. Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG: “Lead Me, Guide Me” 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, with Christ beside you. Thanks be to God. 



 

 

The Bell Tower— Ministry News 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg  Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted  by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies  Annual License #26326. NRSV Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Music permission 

CCLI,   #11166774.   

Serving Today 
Presiding Minister:  Pastor Rachel Connelly 
Lay Assistant: Vicar Emily Whitlow 
Lector:  Cathy Plowden 
Greeters:   Frieda Cobb 
Director of Music:  Carla Padgett 
Musicians:   Tom Ward, Ray Burroughs,  
   Dave Devoe, Marcia Lyle 

Adult Chancel Choir meets Wednesdays at 7pm in the sanctuary.  
Practice is about and hour. Bring a friend and no experience is required. 

Tuesday Bible Study meets Tuesdays at 10am  
at St. Johns. 

Co-led by Pastor Rachel Connelly and Vicar Emily Whitlow 
This Fall we’re studying the Mighty Acts of God. 

WELCA—IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH, GREENWOOD SC  
is excited to host the Foothills Fall Conference on Saturday, October 
29th from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm with registration beginning at 9:30 am. A 
light lunch will be served. Please sign up by October 21 at Joan's table. 
We will carpool to the meeting. If you haven't attended a conference 
meeting, please consider going to meet other Lutheran women and learn 
what they are doing. Let's have 8 to 12 ladies going this time!!  
Questions?? Contact Barbara Wilson at (864) 723-3376 or 
hickoryhollowbw@bellsouth.net.  

DONATIONS NEEDED FOR PRISON MINISTRY PROJECT 
This fall our Outreach Committee will be filling Blessing Bags with 
hygiene and personal care items to be given to individuals upon their 
prison release. Each Ziploc bag will contain a pair of socks, a washcloth, 
soap, toothbrush/toothpaste, hand/face cream, wet wipes, Q-tips, 
Bandaids, antiseptic cream, chapstick, brush, and a $5 food gift card, and 
tampons/pads (women). Please choose the TRAVEL SIZE when 
possible. Cards with words of encouragement made by St. John’s 
members will also be included. 

A container will be near the Spiritual Gifts table for  
donations made to this project. 
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Our Church Family 
Ann Brackett, breast cancer/treatment, upcoming surgery Oct 26 
Jackson Drennon, healing from Chiari syndrome/surgery (grandson of Pruitt’s) 
Judy Nelson, healing from sickness 
Bill Hughes, recovery from knee replacement 
Tiffany Chapman, healing 
Nancy Carter, healing and chemo treatment 
Beth Davis, surgery/healing from fall 
Lois Cooley, healing/comfort 
Dave Lewis, healing 
Annie Henry, recovery from hip surgery 
Jana Snelgrove, healing 
Baby Liam Plowden, continued growth and healing 
Christy Bryson, health 
 

Those Grieving 
Cindy Honeycutt and family in the passing of her father, Bill Christmas 
Family of Julia Brown Ballenger in her passing. 
 

Our Elders at Home or Assisted Living 
Betty Sosebee, Residence at Park Place 
Jeanne Welch, home, healing 
Doug Deane, (hospice) 
Dottie Brandt, healing at Lila Doyle 
Jack Campbell, home 
Peg Turner, The Oaks 
Brenda Cantrell, home 
Linda Humphries, home 
Jenine Baldus, home care 
Julie Corbett, home care 
Marie Palmatier, home 
Betty Wallace, Belvedere 
 

Other Prayer Concerns 
All those affected by natural disaster—especially victims of Ian 
Bishop Ginny Aebischer and our Synod Staff 
Our elected leaders, for continued wisdom  
All military personnel 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Our Extended Family and Friends 
Volanté Roberts, breast cancer (friend of David and Cathy Plowden) 
Wilma Cobb and Family (family of Frieda Cobb) 
Tammy Onofrio and family in loss of twin babies (friend of Kathy Scherter) 
Sara Pike, tests done (daughter of Dean and Anne Fogel) 
Debra Turk, treatment of breast cancer (daughter of Delores Kreuger) 
Perry Shearouse, treatment of cancer (cousin of Delores Kreuger) 
Michael Hertica, recovery from burns (cousin of Jan Long) 
Curtis Tilson, healing (friend of Carolyn Brandt) 
Barbara Vigneault, healing from lymphoma (friend of Williams) 
Chris Dodson, healing from surgery (Daniels) 
Diane Rivers, treatment for cancer (sister of Bill Brackett) 
Tara Nolan, cancer (friend of Anne Fogel) 
Doug Wilson, continued healing (Tina Barrett) 
Jacqulyn Moore, healing/MS (niece of Kathy Scherter) 
Jerry Merritt, healing/burns (neighbor of Lyle Family) 
Bennie Smith, health (nephew of Wards) 
Donnie Winkler, healing (friend of Patty Shepard) 
Ida Smith, brain bleed (friend of PJ Daniels) 
Jaime Henry, heart issues (son of Annie Henry) 
Bryce Easton, cancer (family of Fredi Hallman) 
Kay Davis, cancer (friend of the Daniels) 
Betty Watkins (friend of Betty Sosebee) 
John Heasley, diabetes (son-in-law of  Johnsons) 
Dohnvan (grandson of Kathy Scherter) 
Tom Tyree, cancer (friend of Sears) 
Harold Smith, heart  (friend of Tina Barrett) 
Jennifer Rowe (friend of the Nortons)  
Dolorico Perez (father of Josie Perez)  
Eddie Harper, health (husband of Diane Harper) 
Eve Mills, cancer (niece of Francoise Fussell) 
Lauren Hartman, Lyme disease (daughter of the Bowmans) 
Gina Daly, health  (daughter of Bob Johnson)  
Lily Sander (granddaughter of the Johnsons) 

Please let the church office know of 
any updates to our prayer list. 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church, ELCA 
301 W. Main Street, Walhalla, SC 

www.stjohnswalhalla.org 
Facebook — St. John’s Lutheran, Walhalla 

The Reverend Dr. Rachel Connelly 
Cell: (910) 515-0897 or Email: stjohnspastorrachel@gmail.com 

 
Vicar Emily Whitlow, Seminary Intern 

Cell: (803) 587-3113 or Email: stjohnsvicaremily@gmail.com 
 

Alicia Rannou, Administrative Assistant 
(864) 638-6363 or Email: stjohnsluther@gmail.com 

Office Hours 
Monday 8:30am-12:30pm 

Tuesday– Friday 8:30am-1:30pm 

Additional St. John’s Staff 
Ray Burroughs, Facilities Manager 

Carla Padgett, Music Director/Organist 
Joan Lewis, Spiritual Gifts Coordinator  

Sheila Harris, Preschool Director 
Patty Shepard, Youth Director 

Tiffany Chapman, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

Congregational President Jan Long 

Our tithes and offerings are an important part of our faith journey. Electronic offerings 
may be given through GIVELIFY.   
You may also go to our website: www.stjohnswalhalla.org and 
access the secure giving button.  


