
 

 

Welcome to Worship at St. John’s! 
We are glad that you are with us today as we worship our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Life continues to “look different” than normal as we are taking precautions to keep 
everyone safe. Below are details about how we will share in our worship together. 

 

1. Please use the hand sanitizing upon entering and exiting the building. 
2. Communion is celebrated at the altar or with the pre-filled communion fellowship cups 
3. Offerings can be given in the baskets provided at the entrance and exit into the church.  

 

If you are a 1st time Worshiper at St John’s, we invite you to sign our  
visitor book in either the Narthex, or the Back Gathering area. 

 

+++Please be courteous and respectful.  Please turn off all electronic devices during worship .+++ 
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Sunday, October 23, 2022 
Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost 

 

 
Genuine repentance and pretentious piety stand in stark contrast in the gospel and all 

around us. All creation stands in need of God’s forgiveness. Keep the faith. God’s 
people shall be accounted righteous for Jesus’ sake. Our God is merciful to sinners. For 

this we worship and glorify God forever. 
 

PRELUDE 

 
WELCOME AND MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

WE GATHER 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves 
us beyond our days. 
People: Amen. 

 
Pastor: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
People: Amen. 

 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 
Silence is kept for reflection 

 
Pastor: God of mercy and forgiveness, 
we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed your good creation. We 
have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. Turn us in a 
new direction. Show us the path that leads to life. Be our refuge and strength on 
the journey, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. Amen. 
 
Pastor: Beloved of God, your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. God points 
the way to new life in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding 
love through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 



 

 

OPENING HYMN “Rise, O Sun of Righteousness” ELW 657 

 
THE GREETING 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.  
People: And also with you. 
 
KYRIE ELW p. 98-99 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: Holy God, our righteous judge, daily your mercy surprises us with everlasting 
forgiveness. Strengthen our hope in you, and grant that all the peoples of the earth may 
find their glory in you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
CHILDREN & YOUTH MESSAGE 



 

 

THE FIRST READING  Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22  
7Although our iniquities testify against us, act, O L , for your name’s sake; our 
apostasies indeed are many, and we have sinned against you. 8O hope of Israel, its 
savior in time of trouble, why should you be like a stranger in the land, like a traveler 
turning aside for the night? 9Why should you be like someone confused, like a 
mighty warrior who cannot give help? Yet you, O L , are in the midst of us, and 
we are called by your name; do not forsake us! 10Thus says the L  concerning this 
people: Truly they have loved to wander, they have not restrained their feet; 
therefore the L  does not accept them, now he will remember their iniquity and 
punish their sins. 19Have you completely rejected Judah? Does your heart loathe 
Zion? Why have you struck us down so that there is no healing for us? We look for 
peace, but find no good; for a time of healing, but there is terror instead. 20We 
acknowledge our wickedness, O L , the iniquity of our ancestors, for we have 
sinned against you. 21Do not spurn us, for your name’s sake; do not dishonor your 
glorious throne; remember and do not break your covenant with us. 22Can any idols 
of the nations bring rain? Or can the heavens give showers? Is it not you, O L  
our God? We set our hope on you, for it is you who do all this. 
 
 
PSALM: 84:1-7—Read Responsively 
1How dear to me is your dwelling, O L  of hosts! 
2My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the L ; my heart and my 
flesh rejoice in the living God. 
3Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest where she may lay her 
young, by the side of your altars, O L  of hosts, my king and my God. 
4Happy are they who dwell in your house! They will always be praising you. 
5Happy are the people whose strength is in you, whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ 
way. 
6Those who go through the balsam valley will find it a place of springs, for the 
early rains have covered it with pools of water. 
7They will climb from height to height, and the God of gods will be seen in Zion. 
 
 
THE SECOND READING  2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18  
6As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure 
has come. 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 
faith. 8From now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me but also to all 
who have longed for his appearing. 
 



 

 

 16At my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it not be 
counted against them! 17But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through 
me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was 
rescued from the lion’s mouth. 18The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and 
save me for his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
A: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel. 
 

THE GOSPEL VERSE (Congregation sings bold)  ELW p. 102 
Alleluia, Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL  Luke 18:9-14 
9[Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were 
righteous and regarded others with contempt:10“Two men went up to the temple to pray, 
one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee, standing by himself, was 
praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, 
adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my 
income.’ 13But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but 
was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14I tell you, this 
man went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves 
will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
THE MESSAGE Pastor Rachel Connelly 



 

 

HYMN OF RESPONSE “Light Dawns on a Weary World” ELW 726 



 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his  only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power 
of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate 
and was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day 
he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in  the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and  the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 After each petition— Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
THE PEACE 

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
 
THE OFFERING 

We share our tithes and offerings in response to God’s grace and love to us. 
 
ANTHEM “There Is A Balm in Gilead  Adult Chancel Choir 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gifts 
a banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus 
Christ, who sets a table for all. People: Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  ELW p. 107 
 
THE PROPER PREFACE 
 

THE SANCTUS  ELW p. 108 



 

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION AT THE ALTAR/IN SEATS 
 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE  “Lamb of God” ELW p. 112 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN “Bread of Life from Heaven” ELW 474 

 

Refrain 
Bread of life from heaven,  
your blood and body given, 
we eat this bread and drink this cup  
until you come again. 

 
 Break now the bread of Christ's 

sacrifice; 
giving thanks, hungry ones, gather 
round. 
Eat, all of you, and be satisfied; 
in Christ's presence the loaves will 
abound.  Refrain 

 
 Seek not the food that will pass away; 

set your hearts on the food that 
endures. 
Come, learn the true and the living 
way, 
that the fullness of life may be yours.  
Refrain 

 

 Love as the one who, in love for you, 
gave himself for the life of the world. 
Come to the one who is food for you, 
that your hunger and thirst be no more.  
Refrain  

 
 Dwell in the one who now dwells in 

you; 
make your home in the lifegiving 
Word. 
Know only Christ, Holy One of God, 
and believe in the truth you have 
heard.  Refrain 

 
 Drink of this cup and declare his 

death; 
eat this bread and believe Easter morn; 
trust his return and, with ev'ry breath, 
praise the one in whom you are 
reborn.  Refrain 



 

 

THE PASTORAL BLESSING 
 
THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Assisting: God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with 
bread for the journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors 
with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. People: Amen 
 
THE BLESSING 

Pastor: God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth 
and peace. And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and 
love. People: Amen. 
 
THE SENDING HYMN “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” ELW 632 

 
THE DISMISSAL 

Assisting: Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 



 

 

Our Church Family 
Ann Brackett, breast cancer/treatment, upcoming 

surgery Oct 26 
Jackson Drennon, healing from Chiari syndrome/

surgery (grandson of Pruitt’s) 
Judy Nelson, healing from sickness  
Bill Hughes, recovery from knee replacement 
Tiffany Chapman, healing/chemo treatments 
Beth Davis, surgery/healing from fall 
Lois Cooley, healing/comfort 
Dave Lewis, healing 
Annie Henry, recovery from hip surgery 
Jana Snelgrove, healing 
Baby Liam Plowden, continued growth and healing 
Christy Bryson, health 
 

Those Grieving 
Cindy Honeycutt and family in the passing of her 
father, Bill Christmas 
Family of Julia Brown Ballenger in her passing. 
 

Our Elders at Home or Assisted Living 
Betty Sosebee, Residence at Park Place 
Jeanne Welch, home, healing 
Doug Deane, (hospice) 
Dottie Brandt, healing at Lila Doyle 
Jack Campbell, home 
Peg Turner, The Oaks 
Brenda Cantrell, home 
Linda Humphries, home 
Jenine Baldus, home care 
Julie Corbett, home care 
Marie Palmatier, home 
Betty Wallace, Belvedere 
 

Other Prayer Concerns 
All those affected by natural disasterBishop Ginny 
Aebischer and our Synod Staff 
Our elected leaders, for continued wisdom  
All military personnel 
 
Our Extended Family and Friends 

Joey Kuemmerer, open heart surgery (cousin of Barbara 
and Paul Wilson)  

Sara Pike, breast cancer/treatment (daughter of Dean 
and Anne Fogel) 

Volanté Roberts, breast cancer (friend of David and 
Cathy Plowden) 

Wilma Cobb and Family (family of Frieda Cobb) 
Tammy Onofrio and family in loss of twin babies 

(Kathy Scherter) 
Debra Turk, treatment of breast cancer (daughter of 

Delores Kreuger) 
Perry Shearouse, treatment of cancer (cousin of 

Delores Kreuger) 
Michael Hertica, recovery from burns (cousin of Jan 

Long) 
Curtis Tilson, healing (friend of Carolyn Brandt) 
Barbara Vigneault, healing from lymphoma (friend 

of Williams) 
Chris Dodson, healing from surgery (Daniels) 
Diane Rivers, treatment for cancer (sister of Bill 

Brackett) 
Tara Nolan, cancer (friend of Anne Fogel) 
Doug Wilson, continued healing (Tina Barrett) 
Jacqulyn Moore, healing/MS (niece of Kathy 

Scherter) 
Jerry Merritt, healing/burns (neighbor of Lyle 

Family) 
Bennie Smith, health (nephew of Wards) 
Donnie Winkler, healing (friend of Patty Shepard) 
Ida Smith, brain bleed (friend of PJ Daniels) 
Jaime Henry, heart issues (son of Annie Henry) 
Bryce Easton, cancer (family of Fredi Hallman) 
Kay Davis, cancer (friend of the Daniels) 
Betty Watkins (friend of Betty Sosebee) 
John Heasley, diabetes (son-in-law of  Johnsons) 
Dohnvan (grandson of Kathy Scherter) 
Tom Tyree, cancer (friend of Sears) 
Harold Smith, heart  (friend of Tina Barrett) 
Jennifer Rowe (friend of the Nortons)  
Dolorico Perez (father of Josie Perez)  
Eddie Harper, health (husband of Diane Harper) 
Eve Mills, cancer (niece of Francoise Fussell) 
Lauren Hartman, Lyme disease (daughter of the 
 Bowmans) 
Gina Daly, health  (daughter of Bob Johnson)  
Lily Sander (granddaughter of the Johnsons) Please let the church office 

know of any updates to our 
prayer list. 



 

 

The Bell Tower— Ministry News 
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Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God in honor of  
the German Heritage of Walhalla. 

Serving Today 
Presiding Minister. Pastor Rachel Connelly 

Lay Assistant: Vicar Emily Whitlow 
Lector: Grace Schmeelcke 
Organist: Carla Padgett 

Greeters: Millie Hawbecker and Diane Rawlins 
Communion Ushers: Chuck and Diane Rawlins 

Altar Guild: Diane Rawlins 

Tuesday Bible Study meets Tuesdays at 10am  at St. Johns. 
Co-led by Pastor Rachel Connelly and Vicar Emily Whitlow 

This Fall we’re studying the Mighty Acts of God. 

Adult Chancel Choir meets Wednesdays at 7pm in the sanctuary.  
Practice is about and hour. Bring a friend and no experience is required. 

WELCA—All ladies are encouraged to attend a brief business meeting in the 
fellowship hall on Saturday, November 5, at 9:15am before we will proceed to DAR 
Starlight location at Tamassee. We have planned games and activities for the eight 
children and crochet lessons for the three mothers for 10-11am. We will also take 
snacks and drinks. Since this is their first gathering with a community group, we want it 
to be a good experience. Please reserve this time to participate in this most worthy 
outreach time. God's work, our hands.  

TRUNK OR TREAT—SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29, FROM 2-4PM  

Trunk or Treat is an alternative to the house-to-house trick or treating tradition 
associated with Halloween. Participants park their cars side by side in a designated area 
of the parking lot. Most folks decorate their trunks for the event. There will also be 
pumpkins to paint and face painting by youth. We are looking for members to donate 
candy or to bring their cars/trucks and participate. 
 

PLAY STATION RAFFLE 

Grab your raffle tickets for a chance to win a brand new PlayStation 5! 

Tickets are $5 (cash only) and available through Oct. 29. The drawing will be held @ 
3:30pm during our Trunk or Treat event. 

Proceeds will go toward St. John’s Outreach Ministries 



 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, ELCA 
301 W. Main Street, Walhalla, SC 

www.stjohnswalhalla.org 
Facebook — St. John’s Lutheran, Walhalla 

The Reverend Dr. Rachel Connelly 
Cell: (910) 515-0897 or Email: stjohnspastorrachel@gmail.com 

 
Vicar Emily Whitlow, Seminary Intern 

Cell: (803) 587-3113 or Email: stjohnsvicaremily@gmail.com 
 

Alicia Rannou, Administrative Assistant 
(864) 638-6363 or Email: stjohnsluther@gmail.com 

Office Hours 
Monday 8:30am-12:30pm 

Tuesday– Friday 8:30am-1:30pm 

Our tithes and offerings are an important part of our faith journey. Electronic 
offerings may be given through GIVELIFY. You may also go to our website: 
www.stjohnswalhalla.org  and  access the secure giving button. 

Additional St. John’s Staff 
Ray Burroughs, Facilities Manager 

Carla Padgett, Music Director/Organist 
Joan Lewis, Spiritual Gifts Coordinator  

Sheila Harris, Preschool Director 
Patty Shepard, Youth Director 

Tiffany Chapman, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

Congregational President Jan Long 


