
 

 

Welcome to Worship at St. John’s! 
We are glad that you are with us today as we worship our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

1. Please use the hand sanitizing upon entering and exiting the building. 
2. Communion is celebrated at the altar or with the pre-filled communion fellowship cups 
3. Offerings can be given in the baskets provided at the entrance and exit into the church.  

 

If you are a 1st time Worshiper at St John’s, we invite you to sign our  
visitor book in either the Narthex, or the Back Gathering area. 

 

+++Please be courteous and respectful.  Please turn off all electronic devices during worship .+++ 
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Walhalla, South Carolina 
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Sunday, October 30, 2022 
Reformation Sunday 

 
 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in 
order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good 

news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming 
work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that 

Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 
 

PRELUDE “Eine Feste Burg” SJ’s Praise Ringers 
Arranged by Michael Helman 

 

WELCOME AND MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

WE GATHER 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves 
us beyond our days. 
People: Amen. 

 
Pastor: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
People: Amen. 

 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 
Silence is kept for reflection 

 
Pastor: God of mercy and forgiveness, 
we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed your good creation. We 
have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. Turn us in a 
new direction. Show us the path that leads to life. Be our refuge and strength on 
the journey, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. Amen. 
 
Pastor: Beloved of God, your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. God points 
the way to new life in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding 
love through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 



 

 

OPENING HYMN “The Church’s One Foundation” ELW 654 

 
THE GREETING 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.  
People: And also with you. 
 
KYRIE ELW p. 98-99 



 

 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the 
church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast 
in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of 
the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
 

CHILDREN & YOUTH MESSAGE 
 

THE FIRST READING  JEREMIAH 31:31-34 
7Although our iniquities testify against us, act, O L , for your name’s sake; our 
apostasies indeed are many, and we have sinned against you. 8O hope of Israel, its savior in 
time of trouble, why should you be like a stranger in the land, like a traveler turning aside 
for the night? 9Why should you be like someone confused, like a mighty warrior who 
cannot give help? Yet you, O L , are in the midst of us, and we are called by your name; 
do not forsake us! 10Thus says the L  concerning this people: Truly they have loved to 
wander, they have not restrained their feet; therefore the L  does not accept them, now 
he will remember their iniquity and punish their sins. 19Have you completely rejected 
Judah? Does your heart loathe Zion? Why have you struck us down so that there is no 
healing for us? We look for peace, but find no good; for a time of healing, but there is terror 
instead. 20We acknowledge our wickedness, O L , the iniquity of our ancestors, for we 
have sinned against you. 21Do not spurn us, for your name’s sake; do not dishonor your 
glorious throne; remember and do not break your covenant with us. 22Can any idols of the 
nations bring rain? Or can the heavens give showers? Is it not you, O L  our God? We 
set our hope on you, for it is you who do all this. 
 

PSALM: 46—Read Responsively 
1God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, and though the mountains 
shake in the depths of the sea; 
3though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the 
Most High. 
5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall help it at the break of day. 
6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the earth melts away. 
7The L  of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
8Come now, regard the works of the L , what desolations God has brought upon 
the earth; 
9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; who breaks the bow, and shatters 
the spear, and burns the shields with fire.  
10“Be still, then, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations; I will 
be exalted in the earth.” 
11The L  of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 



 

 

THE SECOND READING  Romans 3:19-28 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so 
that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to 
God. 20For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the 
law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
 
 21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is 
attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus 
Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement 
by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in 
his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to 
prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who 
has faith in Jesus. 
 27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? 
No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from 
works prescribed by the law. 
 

A: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel. 
 

THE GOSPEL VERSE (Congregation sings bold)  ELW p. 102 
Alleluia, Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL  John 8:31-36 
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are 
truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 
33They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to 
anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
 34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to 
sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place 
there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
THE MESSAGE Pastor Rachel Connelly 
 



 

 

HYMN OF RESPONSE “Lord Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” ELW 517 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his  only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power 
of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate 
and was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day 
he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in  the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and  the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 After each petition— Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
 



 

 

THE PEACE 

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 
 
THE OFFERING 

We share our tithes and offerings in response to God’s grace and love to us. 
 
ANTHEM “Speak, O Lord” Adult Chancel Choir 

By Getty and Townsend, arr Mary McDonald 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gifts 
a banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus 
Christ, who sets a table for all. People: Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  ELW p. 107 
 
THE PROPER PREFACE 
 

THE SANCTUS ELW p. 108 
 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION AT THE ALTAR/IN SEATS 
 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE  “Lamb of God” ELW p. 112 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace, grant us peace. 



 

 

COMMUNION HYMN “Our Father, God in Heaven Above” ELW 746 

THE PASTORAL BLESSING 
 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Assisting: God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with 
bread for the journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors 
with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. People: Amen 
 

THE BLESSING 

Pastor: God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth 
and peace. And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and 
love. People: Amen. 



 

 

THE SENDING HYMN “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” ELW 504 
 

THE DISMISSAL 

Assisting: Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 



 

 

Our Church Family 
Ann Brackett, breast cancer/treatment 
Jackson Drennon, healing from Chiari syndrome/

surgery (grandson of Pruitt’s) 
Judy Nelson, healing from sickness  
Bill Hughes, recovery from knee replacement 
Tiffany Chapman, healing/chemo treatments 
Beth Davis, surgery/healing from fall 
Lois Cooley, healing/comfort 
Dave Lewis, healing 
Annie Henry, recovery from hip surgery 
Jana Snelgrove, healing 
Baby Liam Plowden, continued growth and healing 
Christy Bryson, health 
 

Those Grieving 
Cindy Honeycutt and family in the passing of her 
father, Bill Christmas 
Family of Julia Brown Ballenger in her passing. 
 

Our Elders at Home or Assisted Living 
Brenda Cantrell, hospitalized with flu 
Linda Humphries, home with flu 
Doug Deane, (hospice) 
Betty Sosebee, Residence at Park Place 
Jeanne Welch, home, healing 
Dottie Brandt, healing at Lila Doyle 
Jack Campbell, home 
Peg Turner, The Oaks 
Jenine Baldus, home care 
Julie Corbett, home care 
Marie Palmatier, home 
Betty Wallace, Belvedere 
 

Other Prayer Concerns 
All those affected by natural disaster 
Bishop Ginny Aebischer and our Synod Staff 
Our elected leaders, for continued wisdom  
All military personnel 
 
 
 
 

Our Extended Family and Friends 
Ken Burnside, chemo/radiation (cousin of Barbara and 

Paul Wilson) 
Joey Kuemmerer, open heart surgery (cousin of 

Barbara and Paul Wilson)  
Sara Pike, breast cancer/treatment (daughter of Dean 

and Anne Fogel) 
Volanté Roberts, breast cancer (friend of David and 

Cathy Plowden) 
Wilma Cobb and Family (family of Frieda Cobb) 
Tammy Onofrio and family in loss of twin babies 

(Kathy Scherter) 
Debra Turk, treatment of breast cancer (daughter of 

Delores Kreuger) 
Perry Shearouse, treatment of cancer (cousin of 

Delores Kreuger) 
Michael Hertica, recovery from burns (cousin of Jan 

Long) 
Curtis Tilson, healing (friend of Carolyn Brandt) 
Barbara Vigneault, healing from lymphoma (friend of 

Williams) 
Chris Dodson, healing from surgery (Daniels) 
Diane Rivers, treatment for cancer (sister of Bill 

Brackett) 
Tara Nolan, cancer (friend of Anne Fogel) 
Doug Wilson, continued healing (Tina Barrett) 
Jacqulyn Moore, healing/MS (niece of Kathy Scherter) 
Jerry Merritt, healing/burns (neighbor of Lyle Family) 
Bennie Smith, health (nephew of Wards) 
Donnie Winkler, healing (friend of Patty Shepard) 
Ida Smith, brain bleed (friend of PJ Daniels) 
Jaime Henry, heart issues (son of Annie Henry) 
Bryce Easton, cancer (family of Fredi Hallman) 
Kay Davis, cancer (friend of the Daniels) 
Betty Watkins (friend of Betty Sosebee) 
John Heasley, diabetes (son-in-law of  Johnsons) 
Dohnvan (grandson of Kathy Scherter) 
Tom Tyree, cancer (friend of Sears) 
Harold Smith, heart  (friend of Tina Barrett) 
Jennifer Rowe (friend of the Nortons)  
Dolorico Perez (father of Josie Perez)  
Eddie Harper, health (husband of Diane Harper) 
Eve Mills, cancer (niece of Francoise Fussell) 
Lauren Hartman, Lyme disease (daughter of the 
 Bowmans) 
Gina Daly, health  (daughter of Bob Johnson)  
Lily Sander (granddaughter of the Johnsons) 

Please let the church office 
know of any updates to our 

prayer list. 



 

 

The Bell Tower— Ministry News 
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Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God  
in honor of Reformation Sunday. 

Serving Today 
Presiding Minister. Pastor Rachel Connelly 

Lay Assistant: Vicar Emily Whitlow 
Lector: Tina Barrett 

Organist: Carla Padgett 
Greeters: Jack and Lynne Williams 

Communion Ushers: Deb Blackmore and Joan Lewis 
Altar Guild: Martha Murtishaw 

Tuesday Bible Study meets Tuesdays at 10am  at St. Johns. 
Co-led by Pastor Rachel Connelly and Vicar Emily Whitlow 

This Fall we’re studying the Mighty Acts of God. 

Adult Chancel Choir meets Wednesdays at 7pm in the sanctuary.  
Practice is about and hour. Bring a friend and no experience is required. 

WELCA--All ladies are encouraged to attend a brief business meeting in the fellowship 
hall on Saturday, November 5, at 9:15am before we will proceed to DAR Starlight 
location at Tamassee. We have planned games and activities for the eight children and 
crochet lessons for the three mothers for 10-11am. We will also take snacks and drinks. 
Since this is their first gathering with a community group, we want it to be a good 
experience. Please reserve this time to participate in this most worthy outreach time. 
God's work, our hands.  
 

Knitters and Crocheters--Do some early shopping for dishcloths, microwave cozies, 
caps/hats, lapghans, baby items, etc. on Wednesday, November 9, 10--11am in the 

fellowship hall. Profits will go to buy hygiene items for the Starlight program.  

The handbells present “Eine Feste Burg” Variations, arranged by Michael Helman in 
2003. This piece was commissioned in Celebration of the 150th Anniversary of St. 
John’s Lutheran Church, Walhalla, SC and in Memory of Valeria Ray Wigington. This 
piece is arranged for 3, 4, or 5 octaves of Handbells and 3 to 4 Octaves of Chimes. 
 

Valeria was a lifelong member of St. John’s Lutheran.  She designed and made the two 
banners in the sanctuary as well as the banners for the handbells. She joined the Praise 
Ringers in the 1970s and continued until her death in 2002. She was also a member of 
the Chancel Choir during her life. 



 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, ELCA 
301 W. Main Street, Walhalla, SC 

www.stjohnswalhalla.org 
Facebook — St. John’s Lutheran, Walhalla 

The Reverend Dr. Rachel Connelly 
Cell: (910) 515-0897 or Email: stjohnspastorrachel@gmail.com 

 
Vicar Emily Whitlow, Seminary Intern 

Cell: (803) 587-3113 or Email: stjohnsvicaremily@gmail.com 
 

Alicia Rannou, Administrative Assistant 
(864) 638-6363 or Email: stjohnsluther@gmail.com 

Office Hours 
Monday 8:30am-12:30pm 

Tuesday– Friday 8:30am-1:30pm 

Our tithes and offerings are an important part of our faith journey. Electronic 
offerings may be given through GIVELIFY. You may also go to our website: 
www.stjohnswalhalla.org  and  access the secure giving button. 

Additional St. John’s Staff 
Ray Burroughs, Facilities Manager 

Carla Padgett, Music Director/Organist 
Joan Lewis, Spiritual Gifts Coordinator  

Patty Shepard, Youth Director 
Tiffany Chapman, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

Congregational President Jan Long 


