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SUNDAY November 20, 2022  9:00AM 
Welcome to Worship 

Jeremiah’s promise of the execution of “justice and righteousness in the land” finds 
ironic fulfillment in the execution of Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews. It 

appears utterly contradictory that a king should be crucified with a criminal. This 
victory appears for all the world as humiliating defeat. Yet through the gate of death 

Jesus opens the door to paradise. 

PRE-GATHERING MUSIC 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GATHERING SONG: “We Gather Together” 

 



 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who redeems us in Christ 
Jesus, whose steadfast love endures forever. People: Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection 
 

Pastor: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 
and our neighbors. We have ignored voices that call for your justice. 
We have neglected actions that witness to your righteousness. We 
have spoken and acted in ways that disrupt your beloved community. 
We truly repent of things we have done and left undone. For the sake 
of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Restore our troubled spirits, so 
that we may live in newness, follow the way of the Spirit, and build 
up the body of Christ. Amen. 
 

Pastor: Rejoice and be glad! God hears the prayers of all who cry out, and 
restores us to life through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Therefore, I declare to you the forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 
the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. People: Amen. 
 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People: And also with you. 
 

OPENING SONG: “Majesty” 

‘Majesty, worship His majesty 
Unto Jesus be all glory, honor and praise, 

Majesty, kingdom authority 
Flow from His throne, unto His own 

His Anthem raise 
Majesty, worship His majesty 

 

Unto Jesus be all glory, honor and praise, 
Majesty, kingdom authority 

Flow from His throne, unto His own 
His Anthem raise 

 

So exalt, lift up on high, the name of Jesus 
Magnify, come glorify Christ Jesus the King 

Majesty, worship His majesty 
 

Jesus who died, now glorified 
King of all kings 
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is 
unending joy. We worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you 
for your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us, and make this world 
into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. People: Amen. 
 

THE FIRST READING  Jeremiah 23:1-6  
1Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! 
says the L . 2Therefore thus says the L , the God of Israel, 
concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have 
scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you have not 
attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the 
L . 3Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the 
lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, 
and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4I will raise up shepherds over 
them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be 
dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the L . 
 5The days are surely coming, says the L , when I will raise up for 
David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, 
and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6In his days 
Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name 
by which he will be called: “The L  is our righteousness.” 
 

Psalm 46—Read Responsively  
1God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, and though 
the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
3though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble 
with its tumult. 
4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy 
habitation of the Most High. 
5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall help it 
at the break of day. 
6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the 
earth melts away. 
7The L  of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
8Come now, regard the works of the L , what desolations God 
has brought upon the earth; 
9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; who breaks 
the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
10“Be still, then, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among 
the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
11The L  of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 



 

 

THE SECOND READING  Colossians 1:11-20 
11May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his 
glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with 
patience, while joyfully 12giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled 
you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13He has rescued 
us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his 
beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
 
 15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16for 
in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things 
have been created through him and for him. 17He himself is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together. 18He is the head of the body, 
the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he 
might come to have first place in everything. 19For in him all the fullness 
of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him God was pleased to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making 
peace through the blood of his cross. 
 
GOSPEL VERSE  “Alleluia” 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia; 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia 

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL Luke 23:33-43 
33When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified 
Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34Then 
Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are 
doing.” And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35And the people stood 
by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let 
him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 36The 
soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 37and 
saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also 
an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 
 39One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and 
saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40But the other 
rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same 
sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed have been condemned justly, 
for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done 
nothing wrong.” 42Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come 
into your kingdom.” 43He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with 
me in Paradise.” 
 
THE MESSAGE Pastor Rachel Connelly 
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SONG OF RESPONSE: “Beautiful Savior” 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his  only Son, our Lord. He was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate and was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in  the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and  the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
After each petition— Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 
 



 

 

THE PEACE 
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.  
People: And also with you. 
 
PRE-COMMUNION SONG “You Lord” 

We stand here in awe before you, Lord. 
We kneel here and honor you, Lord, 

for love never ending, 
for grace freely giving. 

We come here to thank you, Lord. 
 

It’s you, Lord, only you, Lord: 
to you we bring this offering of praise. 

It’s you, Lord, only you, Lord: 
ev’rything I give; my life I want to live 

for you, Lord. 
 

THE MEAL 
All of God’s people who believe in Jesus Christ as Lord are invited to His table 

for Holy Communion. When someone cannot receive either the bread or the 
wine, it is permissible to receive only one element, being assured that the full 

gift of the Lord’s Supper is received. Please follow the directions of the ushers 
as you come forward to the communion table. Prefilled fellowship cups are 

also available. 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
THE PARTAKING OF COMMUNION 
 
THE PASTORAL BLESSING 
 
THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER  
We give you thanks, most gracious God, that you have fed us with the 
bread of heaven and given us a foretaste of Paradise. Enliven us to be 
your body in the world and to serve those who are in need; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
The God of peace, who creates all things and calls them good, who 
makes us alive in Jesus, and who breathes on us the Spirit of hope, ☩ 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG:  “King of Kings” (sing 3x) 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Be a blessing in the world. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg  Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted  by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies  Annual License #26326. NRSV Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Music permission 

CCLI,   #11166774.   

Serving Today 
Presiding Minister:  Pastor Rachel Connelly 
Lay Assistant: Cathy Plowden 
Lector:  Vicar Emily Whitlow 
Greeters:   Joan Lewis 
Director of Music:  Carla Padgett 
Musicians:   Tom Ward, Ray Burroughs,  
   Dave Devoe, Marcia Lyle 

The office will be closed on Thursday 
and Friday, November 24th and 25th in 

observance of the Thanksgiving Holiday. 



 

 

The Bell Tower— Ministry News 
NOTICE—ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 TODAY, NOVEMBER 20 at 10AM 
St. John’s Annual Congregational Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, November 
20, 2022 at 10am in the Fellowship Hall. (following the 9am Worship). 
The agenda for this meeting is as follows: 
 Approve minutes from the 2021 Annual Meeting. 
 Elect new Congregation Council members. (4 seats available, 3-year terms) 
 Vote on the 2023 Operating Budgets (Church, Biggerstaff) 
 Update on Strategic Planning Team 
 Report from Mission Endowment  

In December, St. John’s will give you the opportunity to give a holiday 
gift that keeps on giving. We will be hosting a “Fair Trade Christmas 
Market.” You will have the opportunity to shop at our boutique and 
purchase handcraft items made by master artisans around the world. These 
unique gifts will be treasured by those who receive them. Your purchase 
gives the gift of income to help support the family of each artisan. 
Dates and times are: 
 Friday, December 2nd from 10am-7pm (private sale for St. John’s) 
 Saturday, December 3rd from 10am-7pm (open during parade hours) 
 Sunday, December 4th from 10am-1pm (St. John’s members) 
 Friday, December 9th from 6pm-9pm 
 Saturday, December 10th from 12 noon-7pm (Tour of Churches) 

November 27th is the 1st Sunday in Advent. 
 

Watch for Advent mailing later this month. 

Poinsettia Order Form 
 

 Your Name: ___________________________ 
 

 Your Phone Number: ___________________ 
 

Circle One: In Honor or  In Memory of:  
_________________________________________ 

Circle One: In Honor or In Memory of:  
_________________________________________ 

Cost per plant is $12.00. Amount per order form: $__________ 
 

Please return this form and a check to the Church Office by December 18. 
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Our Church Family 
LaTosha Simpson, healing 
Libby McLean, ankle/foot injury 
Thelma Miller, shingles 
Ann Brackett, breast cancer/treatment 
Jackson Drennon, healing from Chiari syndrome/surgery (grandson of Pruitt’s) 
Judy Nelson, healing from sickness 
Bill Hughes, recovery from knee replacement 
Tiffany Chapman, healing/chemo treatments 
Beth Davis, surgery/healing from fall 
Lois Cooley, healing/comfort 
Dave Lewis, healing 
Annie Henry, recovery from hip surgery 
Jana Snelgrove, healing 
Baby Liam Plowden, continued growth and healing 
Christy Bryson, health 
 

Those Grieving 
Cindy Honeycutt and family in the passing of her father, Bill Christmas 
Family of Julia Brown Ballenger in her passing. 
 

Our Elders at Home or Assisted Living 
Brenda Cantrell, hospitalized with flu 
Linda Humphries, home with flu 
Doug Deane, (hospice) 
Betty Sosebee, Residence at Park Place 
Jeanne Welch, home, healing 
Dottie Brandt, healing at Lila Doyle 
Jack Campbell, home 
Peg Turner, The Oaks 
Jenine Baldus, home care 
Julie Corbett, home care 
Marie Palmatier, home 
Betty Wallace, Belvedere 
 

Other Prayer Concerns 
All those affected by natural disaster—especially victims of Ian 
Bishop Ginny Aebischer and our Synod Staff 
Our elected leaders, for continued wisdom  
All military personnel 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Our Extended Family and Friends 
Ken Burnside, chemo/radiation (cousin of Barbara and Paul Wilson) 
Joey Kuemmerer, open heart surgery (cousin of Barbara and Paul Wilson)  
Sara Pike, breast cancer/treatment (daughter of Dean and Anne Fogel) 
Volanté Roberts, breast cancer (friend of David and Cathy Plowden) 
Wilma Cobb and Family (family of Frieda Cobb) 
Debra Turk, treatment of breast cancer (daughter of Delores Kreuger) 
Perry Shearouse, treatment of cancer (cousin of Delores Kreuger) 
Michael Hertica, recovery from burns (cousin of Jan Long) 
Mabel Gradt, healing (friend of Carolyn Brandt) 
Walter Brandt, healing (friend of Carlyn Brandt) 
Barbara Vigneault, healing from lymphoma (friend of Williams) 
Chris Dodson, healing from surgery (Daniels) 
Diane Rivers, treatment for cancer (sister of Bill Brackett) 
Tara Nolan, cancer (friend of Anne Fogel) 
Doug Wilson, continued healing (Tina Barrett) 
Jacqulyn Moore, healing/MS (niece of Kathy Scherter) 
Jerry Merritt, healing/burns (neighbor of Lyle Family) 
Bennie Smith, health (nephew of Wards) 
Donnie Winkler, healing (friend of Patty Shepard) 
Ida Smith, brain bleed (friend of PJ Daniels) 
Jaime Henry, heart issues (son of Annie Henry) 
Bryce Easton, cancer (family of Fredi Hallman) 
Kay Davis, cancer (friend of the Daniels) 
Betty Watkins (friend of Betty Sosebee) 
John Heasley, diabetes (son-in-law of  Johnsons) 
Dohnvan (grandson of Kathy Scherter) 
Tom Tyree, cancer (friend of Sears) 
Harold Smith, heart  (friend of Tina Barrett) 
Jennifer Rowe (friend of the Nortons)  
Dolorico Perez (father of Josie Perez)  
Eddie Harper, health (husband of Diane Harper) 
Eve Mills, cancer (niece of Francoise Fussell) 
Lauren Hartman, Lyme disease (daughter of the Bowmans) 
Gina Daly, health  (daughter of Bob Johnson)  
Lily Sander (granddaughter of the Johnsons) 

Please let the church office know of 
any updates to our prayer list. 

NOTE: Memorial service for  
Bobby and Julia Ballenger will be TODAY 

at 3pm at St. John’s. 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church, ELCA 
301 W. Main Street, Walhalla, SC 

www.stjohnswalhalla.org 
Facebook — St. John’s Lutheran, Walhalla 

The Reverend Dr. Rachel Connelly 
Cell: (910) 515-0897 or Email: stjohnspastorrachel@gmail.com 

 
Vicar Emily Whitlow, Seminary Intern 

Cell: (803) 587-3113 or Email: stjohnsvicaremily@gmail.com 
 

Alicia Rannou, Administrative Assistant 
(864) 638-6363 or Email: stjohnsluther@gmail.com 

Office Hours 
Monday 8:30am-12:30pm 

Tuesday– Friday 8:30am-1:30pm 

Additional St. John’s Staff 
Ray Burroughs, Facilities Manager 

Carla Padgett, Music Director/Organist 
Joan Lewis, Spiritual Gifts Coordinator  

Patty Shepard, Youth Director 
Tiffany Chapman, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

Congregational President Jan Long 

Our tithes and offerings are an important part of our faith journey. Electronic offerings 
may be given through GIVELIFY.   
You may also go to our website: www.stjohnswalhalla.org and 
access the secure giving button.  


