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THE CHIMES 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, ELCA 

Mission: EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, WE JOYFULLY INVITE ALL TO 
LOVE, SERVE, AND GROW IN CHRIST WHILE EMBRACING A CHANGING WORLD. 

 
Office Hours: Monday 8:30am-12:30pm; Tuesday–Thursday 8:30am-1:30pm 

Phone: (864) 638-6363 

Email: stjohnsluther@gmail.com 
Biggerstaff Christian Retreat: 864-683-6363 

Website: www.stjohnswalhalla.org 
biggerstaffretreat@gmail.com  

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME CHANGES — NOVEMBER 6TH 
Remember to turn your clocks back one hour on Saturday night. 

Blessed with an extra hour of sleep, 
we then can come refreshed to worship our Lord! 

In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined 
according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to 
his counsel and will, so that we, who were the first to set our hope on 
Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you had 
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in 
him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the 
pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God's own people, to the 
praise of his glory.  Ephesians 1:11-14 

Dear Friends:  
 
This Sunday November 6 is All Saints Sunday. On All Saints Sunday we celebrate the victory won for all 
the faithful dead, even as we grieve those lost to us, knowing God honors our tears. We share in our grief in 
the sacrament of Holy Communion and find there a foretaste of the feast to come. God’s faithfulness is 
eternal and rests on all the saints in heaven and on earth.  
 
At St John’s we have the practice of closing our worship with a processional to the cemetery where we 
remember those who have died in the last year with the tolling of the bell. In the midst of the graves of the 
faithful, we declare that death is not the end. God has won the victory through the life, death, and 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We trust in the hope and promise of life eternal with our Lord. 
 
In both of our worship service, members will also be invited at the beginning of the service to light a candle 
of remembrance for loved ones. Remember that this Sunday our worship services are at 9am and 11am at 
St. John’s church. We concluded our 2022 worship season at Biggerstaff the end of October.  
 
In Christ,  

Special Note: Please remember in prayer  with joy and thanksgiving, Laura Beall, our 
former  intern, as she  is ordained to Word and Sacrament ministry on November 4th at 
4pm. The  Ordination Service will take place at Laura’s home congregation, Trinity 
Lutheran, Yankton, South Dakota and Pastor Rachel will be traveling to participate and 
preach at the service.. Laura has been called to serve as pastor of St. John’s Lutheran in 
Hot Springs, South Dakota and will be installed on November 20. 
 

You may watch the Ordination service on FB Live:  
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064717241264 
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It’s hard to believe it’s already been two months since starting at St. John’s! The 
fall season has been a whirlwind: with our Heritage Market Day, Walhalla’s 
Oktoberfest, our Trunk-or-Treat Event, a Raffle Drawing, and even more events 
having happened. I’ve been impressed by so many peoples’ generosity since 
beginning here and am continuing to be impressed through the busiest times of 
the year, when people are still active in their giving of time, talents, and 
treasures! With November, and the holiday season in general, comes special 

times of extending our gratitude and thanks to our loved ones. For me, this includes the people of St. 
John’s! I’m grateful for the ministries of this church and all of the people that pour their skillsets and 
care into them. I’m especially grateful for the Internship Ministry at St. John’s; churches don’t have to 
say “yes” to having an intern! But I’m so glad that you all have. Just in the two months I’ve been here 
so far, you all have been a great blessing to my faith and learning journey in parish ministry. Thank 
you! 
 
The holiday season, while exciting, can also be tiring and difficult times. As I’m writing this article 
following All Saints Day, I remember the saints that have gone before us to God’s eternal kingdom. I 
also remember those families who miss their saints dearly, especially those who grief is still very 
fresh. Your church family is with you and holding you in their prayers, God is with you and walks 
with you through all paths and seasons of life. When I’m needing a reminder of that, I tend to turn to 
one of my favorite verses from Scripture, from the book of Isaiah. 
 

Do not fear, for I am with you; 
do not be afraid, for I am your God; 

I will strengthen you; I will help you; 
I will uphold you with my victorious right hand. 

(Isaiah 41:10, NRSV) 
 
I’m looking forward to this busy holiday season and to see the ways that God moves you to be a 
part of it, inspired and strengthened by God’s Word and God’s community. 
 

NOTICE—ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING SUNDAY NOVEMBER 20 at 10AM 
 
St. John’s Annual Congregational Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, November 20, 
2022 at 10am in the Fellowship Hall. (following the 9am Worship). 
The agenda for this meeting is as follows: 

 Approve minutes from the 2021 Annual Meeting. 
 Elect new Congregation Council members. (4 seats available, 3-year terms) 
 Vote on the 2023 Operating Budgets (Church, Biggerstaff) 
 Update on Strategic Planning Team 
 Report from Mission Endowment  

VETERANS LUNCHEON 

The Survivors will honor our Veterans on Sunday, November 13 
immediately after 11am service. There will be a congregational lunch 
provided by the Survivors Group in honor of our Veterans. If you or a 
family member served in any of the services , please let Jeri Klaren know. 
 

Jeri can be reached at 864-638-6445 or email at klarenh@bellsouth.net 



 3 

Congregation Council Meeting— October 23, 2022 —Abbreviated Minutes 

Members Present: Pastor Rachel Connelly, Vicar Emily Whitlow, Jan Long, Greg Harris, Marjorie 
Conaway, Stephanie Champion, Tom Ward, Scot Williams, Grace Schmeelcke, Barbie White, Allen 
Harding and Lynn Pode. 
 

Meeting called to order at 2:39pm. Dwelling in the Word by Grace Schmeelcke. 
 

September Meeting Minutes: Motion to approve by Grace, second by Marjorie. Approved. 
Reports were emailed by members, today’s discussion will be limited to actionable items to allow 
sufficient time to discuss the proposed budget. 
 

Pastor’s Report:  Synod Convocation at Lutheridge and an Intern retreat in late October. Pastor Rachel 
will travel to South Dakota to attend and preach at Vicar Laura’s ordination. November 4th. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: September’s income was over budget by $4,199. YTD contributions are still behind 
budget by $4,581 but the gap is closing. Expenses for September were over budget by $1,317 (organ 
maintenance &amp; increased utility costs). The General Fund Checking Account balance is $36,332. 
 

Operating Safely Update: Recommending masks for unvaccinated people and those recovering. 
Continued monitoring is being done. 
 

Property: Ladies room renovation completed, Men’s bathroom reno to begin early 2023. 
 

Worship and Music: Grace reported they will meet later this week. 
 

Biggerstaff: Two remaining events this season over the next two weekends. 
 

Preschool: Marjorie reported a meeting was held with the Preschool parents and they were notified of the 
school’s closing October 31st. Staffing shortages and low enrollment have made this very hard decision 
necessary. 
 

Faith Formation: Trunk or Treat scheduled for October 29th. All classes are going well. 
 

New Business: Proposed 2023 Budget copies passed out. The Finance Committee suggested changes to 
balance the budget, such as removing the Confirmation line item and removing the Cemetery Maintenance 
(moved to restricted fund for Cemetery). Contributions to the Preschool will be returned to the General 
Fund. The Confirmation budget amount was removed since it has not been used and is funded by a 
restricted account. “Grounds Maint. budget was doubled to cover quarterly deep cleaning. Much 
discussion was had about this dollar amount and the figure many thought should be $10,000 not $14,000. 
This will adjust the total budget down as well. Rental Property taxes (overhead) budget amount was 
removed. This was due to the tax code, since the parsonage is being used for ministry purposes no taxes 
are due and the Ballenger property the taxes are in the rental fees. A question was posed about the budget 
comparison - are these just “budgeted” or actual spending numbers year on year? Tom will get with Mark 
for clarification. An Amendment to the Proposed 2023 Budget to take Total Income budget from 
$400,197.75 to $396,197.75, a reduction of $4,000. (as discussed above). Allen proposed this motion and 
Greg seconded. Council voted to unanimously approved. The Amended budget was approved and will be 
presented at Congregational Meeting on Nov. 20th.  
 

Nominating Committee: Chair is Tom Ward. Other members: Dean Fogel, Brenda Safrit, Vicar Emily 
and Pastor Rachel A slate of candidates has been requested by November 1st.  
 

We will need to meet for Strategic Planning (between the Congregational Meeting &and; mid December. 
 

Dwelling in the Word, Next Meeting will be done by Stephanie Champion 
 

Next Council Meeting will be: November 21, 2022 6:30pm 
 

Meeting adjourned at 4:00pm with praying the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Respectfully Submitted: Lynn Pode, Congregational Council Secretary 
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YOUTH & CHILDREN’S MINISTRY — NOVEMBER 2022 
Join the youth group for a trip to Scaly Mountain! 
November 13 @ 12:30pm, we will be leaving to go ride the Scaly Mountail Coaster. 
It’s about an hour drive to get there and we’ll stop for food on the way. 
 

Parents: Make sure to bring your insurance info; we will need you to fill out  an 
update release form before leaving. 
 

8th-12th Grade Girls! 
Vicar Emily will be contacting you (and parents!) regarding our next small group time. 

Be on the lookout for a text. 

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY AT 10AM 
CURRENT STUDY: “THE MIGHTY ACTS OF GOD: IN GENESIS 

 

Tuesday morning Bible study meets for about an hour in the sanctuary. Come out and share in a time 
of study with other friends. (No study on Election Day) Co-led by Pastor Rachel and Vicar Emily. 

Sunday School for all ages, Sundays at 10am  
Confirmation for Middle Schoolers 10am 

ARE YOU AWARE THAT THE INTERSECTION OF HIGHWAY 11 AND ROUTE 28 IS 
NAMED AFTER JOHN WAGENER WHO WAS FOUNDER OF WALHALLA? 

Once again St. John’s has been asked to give back to the community. We have 
been asked to share litter pick-up at this intersection with St. Luke. We would be 
doing pick-up on a Saturday every other month. I have been told that, with a 10 
member team of volunteers, the pick-up would take no more than one hour. We 
need a few more volunteers to move forward. It’s a small commitment that will 
make a huge impact in the community. Many years ago, St. John’s members 
were involved with the initial clean-up/landscaping and naming of this area. This 
is a great way to continue to support that project. If you are interested please sign
-up at the Spiritual Ops table as soon as possible. 

OUTREACH 

MERCHANT MARKET DAY/WALHALLA HISTORY DAY 2022...THE RESULTS! 

On October 15th St. John’s participated in the Merchant Market Day/History Day event held on 
Main Street. Approximately $1600 was raised for our restroom renovation project. St. John’s 
showcased our heritage by having a booth on Main Street serving traditional German brats, kraut and 
German potato salad (prepared by the Hamilton Career Center culinary arts department). We had 40 
volunteers setting up, cooking, working and taking down our booth. Many thanks to Iron Pig BBQ 
for loaning us the smoker and working with us throughout the day. Our bake sale 
generated approximately $681- many thanks for the baked goods donated by our 
congregation. We had 3 volunteers who welcomed the community to our historic 
church. They did an amazing job of presenting the history of St. John’s to the 
those who toured our Sanctuary and cemetery. Many of those persons had their 
own history story to tell. Thanks again to all who volunteered to make this 
another successful St. John’s outreach ministry! 
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WELCA—NOVEMBER 2022 
All ladies are encouraged to attend a brief business meeting in the fellowship hall on 
Saturday, November 5, at 9:15am before we will proceed to DAR Starlight 
location at Tamassee. We have planned games and activities for the eight children 
and crochet lessons for the three mothers for 10-11am. We will also take snacks and 
drinks. Since this is their first gathering with a community group, we want it to be a 
good experience. Please reserve this time to participate in this most worthy outreach 
time. God's work, our hands. 

 

KNITTERS & CROCHETERS 
Do some early shopping for dishcloths, microwave cozies, caps/hats, wheelchair 
and car seat lapghans, baby items, etc. on Wednesday, November 9th, 10—
11am in the fellowship hall. Proceeds will go to buy hygiene items for the 
Starlight program at DAR. If you cannot "shop" on November 9, please text 
Barbara at 864-723-3376 or email at hickoryhollowbw@bellsouth.net, and she 
will arrange a time. These are handmade items and very affordable. Help support 
the Starlight project. Thank you.  

Would you like to learn how to knit/crochet? Or just need help to revive your skills? Consider 
meeting with the group on Wednesday, November 9 at 10am in the Fellowship Hall. 
One-on-one teaching is available.  Questions? Call or text Barbara @ 864-723-3376 

THE GLORIA SHEALY CIRCLE  
The Gloria Shealy Circle will meet on Tuesday, November 15 at 5:00pm in the 
Fellowship Hall. Shonda Mahler will do the devotions. We will join together at 
Paesano's for dinner after the meeting. We will need to make reservations, so 
please let Ann Bracket ((864) know if you plan to eat by Sunday, November 13. 
Our project will be our DSS kids Christmas Sponsorship.  

Thank You -I would like to thank my St. John's family for all the love, texts, cards, emails, 
and especially the prayers on behalf of me and Bill during my diagnosis of breast cancer 
and recent surgery. I have truly felt the Holy Spirit with me, and I know that God is with 
me every step of this journey. The day of my procedures/surgery, I was at peace and the 
love and prayers kept me calm. The power of your continued prayers will get me through 
the days ahead as I receive radiation treatments and healing. I love you all and Thank God 
for each of you. 2 Corinthians 1:3&4Love and Peace—Ann and Bill Brackett 

The church office will be closed on Tuesday, November 8 in observance of Election Day. 

Election Day Prayer 
Lord of all nations, you use elections as a way of guiding events in our world and providing 
for your people. Grant that our election day may be calm and upright. Guide our minds to 

cast votes for those candidates who will best lead us in establishing and preserving safety, fairness, 
and freedom for all who reside here, especially the most vulnerable among us. May elected officials be filled 
with a sense of awe and responsibility as they strive to help and protect the citizens in their care. Grant our 
nation Your peace and protection from all that would divide and destroy her both from without and from 

within, and strengthen us to put our ultimate trust in Your forgiveness and resurrection,  
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  

Lucy Klaren Circle — JUBILEE RETURNS IN FEBRUARY! 
Mark you’re calendars! Lucy Klaren Circle will be hosting an in person Jubilee, 
February 25, 2023! Child care will also be provided at the church during the event. 
Keep watching for updates and ticket information. 
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FAIR TRADE CHRISTMAS MARKET 

In December, St. John’s will give you the opportunity to give a holiday gift that keeps on giving. We 
will be hosting a “Fair Trade Christmas Market.” You will have the opportunity to shop at our 
boutique and purchase handcraft items made by master artisans around the world. These unique gifts 
will be treasured by those who receive them. Your purchase gives the gift of income to help support 
the family of each artisan. 
 

Each item is handmade with a story: “Fair Trade creates change, the kind of change that empowers 
women and children. Laxmi Meharjan excelled at weaving as a young girl. Her weavings were sold, 
but she never saw any of the money. All her earning went to her father and later to her husband. That 
all changed when Laxmi began working with SERRV’s partner in Nepal, India. For the first time in 
her life, she was able to take back her earnings into her own hands. She used her income to put her 
daughter Sudha through school. Sudha earned her master’s degree in social work. That is real change 
for future generations.” 
 

SERRV is a nonprofit organization with a 60+ year commitment to fair trade. They ensure that the 
artisans are treated fairly and with the respect they deserve. A portion of the proceeds are donated 
back to our Advent Giving ministry for 2022. Some of you may remember the sale we had more than 
10 years ago. This year we will be opening our sale to the community. Please bring your friends and 
neighbors. Spread the word. 
 

We will be searching for volunteers to help with the sale. Risse Snelgrove has extensive background 
with SERRV sales and will be using her expertise to guide us. 
 

The tentative dates and times are: 
 Friday, December 2nd from 10am-7pm (private sale for St. John’s) 
 Saturday, December 3rd from 10am-7pm (open during parade hours) 
 Sunday, December 4th from 10am-1pm (St. John’s members) 
 Friday, December 9th from 6pm-9pm 
 Saturday, December 10th from 12 noon-7pm (open during Tour of Churches) 

 

So…Wait…Don’t holiday shop yet…not until after you have visited the  
St. John’s Fair Trade Christmas Market”! 

ALTAR GUILD 

Reminder that you will have the opportunity to purchase a poinsettia for our 
Christmas eve service. Forms will be available later in the month in the 
church office or the Sunday bulletins. Cost will again be $12. 

Volunteers are needed to decorate the Crimson tree on Thursday, December 1 @ 1pm. 
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THE CHANCEL CHOIR  
Anyone who can play an instrument and would be interested in helping with the 

special music for Christmas please contact Carla at carla@carlasart.com.  
 

For those interested in Chancel choir, please come out on Wednesdays at 7pm. 

Practice is about an hour. Bring a friend and no experience is required. 

THE PRAISE RINGERS 
The handbells presented on Reformation Sunday “Eine Feste Burg” Variations, 
arranged by Michael Helman in 2003. This piece was commissioned in Celebration 
of the 150th Anniversary of St. John’s Lutheran Church, Walhalla, SC and in 
Memory of Valeria Ray Wigington. This piece is arranged for 3, 4, or 5 octaves of 
Handbells and 3 to 4 Octaves of Chimes.  
 

Who was Valeria Ray Wigington? Valeria was a lifelong member of St. John’s 
Lutheran. After she graduated from Walhalla High School, she received her bachelor’s degree from 
Winthrop College. She married Max Wigington and had sons Barry, Kevin, Kent, and Bryan for 
whom she made tailored suits. She used her creative ability to design and make the two banners in the 
sanctuary as well as the banners for the handbells. She joined the Praise Ringers in the 1970s and 
continued until her death in 2002. She was also a member of the Chancel Choir during her life. 
 

If interested in joining please contact Deb Blackmore 843-834-1544 or blackmoredm@icloud.com 
 

Praise Ringers will play for the open house/tour Saturday, December 10 at 3pm. 

THIRD QUARTER 2022 MISSION ENDOWMENT FUND REPORT  
Market volatility continued in September, but a much stronger recovery is being experienced in October. 
Still stressful, hopefully will continue. The total change is -$44,421 ytd. 

Respectfully submitted, Joe Sears, Chair 

 12/31/21 3/31/22 Change 

Edward Jones $110,366 $101,803 -21.7% 

ELCA $110,366 $104,814 -19.0% 

First Citizens $1,492 $1,537 NC 

10/28/22 

84,779 

89,425 

1,537 

On Monday, October 31 the St. John's Preschool shared in a day of Halloween fun and festivities with 
the children, parents, staff, and volunteers from St. John's. Games, candy, and a trick-or-treating 
parade filled the fellowship hall and there was much laughter and joy. It was a bittersweet day as we 
shared in the joy of the children but also acknowledged the last day of our Preschool Program for this 
season. At the end of the day, we shared in a closing prayer thanking God for the faithful ministry we 
have been a part of with preschool families in our community for forty-two years. Prayers continue for 
all affected by our closing and for the Preschool Board as we move through this transition and 
consider future outreach and programming for families with children in our community.  

PRESCHOOL NEWS 


