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SUNDAY December 4, 2022  9:00AM 
Welcome to Worship 

At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to 
repent and make a new beginning. As the darkness increases we turn toward the 
approaching light of Christ. For Christians he is the root of Jesse, the righteous 

judge who welcomes all, especially the poor and meek of the earth. We wait 
with hope for that day when the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and there will be 

no more hurt or destruction. From the Lord’s table we are sent in the spirit of 
John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God has come near. 

PRE-GATHERING MUSIC 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GATHERING SONG: “There is a Redeemer” 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Pastor: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does 
wondrous things. People: Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen.  
 
Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, 
and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection 
 
 



 

 

Pastor: God of new beginnings, we confess that we have not welcomed 
your holy reign. We have strayed from your paths. We prepare for 
war instead of peace. We dishonor one another and your creation. 
Purify us with your refining fire and set us again on your way of love, 
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome your 
coming among us. Amen. 
 
Pastor: People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender 
branch, a living sign. By water and the Spirit you are joined to this 
wonder. You have put on ☩ Christ, and your sins have been washed 
away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 

OPENING SONG: “The King of Glory” 

Refrain 
The King of glory comes, the nation rejoices. 
Open the gates before him, lift up your voices. 

 

Who is the King of glory; how shall we call him? 
He is Emmanuel, the promised of ages.  Refrain 

 

In all of Galilee, in city or village, 
he goes among his people, curing their illness.  Refrain 

 

Sing then of David’s Son, our Savior and brother; 
in all of Galilee was never another.  Refrain 

 

He gave his life for us, the pledge of salvation; 
he took upon himself the sins of the nation.  Refrain 

 

He conquered sin and death; he truly has risen; 
and he will share with us his heavenly vision.  Refrain 

 
 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People: And also with you. 
 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. 
By his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. People: Amen. 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

Song -“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” (Verses 1 and 2) 
Light one candle to watch for Messiah; let the light banish darkness.  
He shall bring salvation to Israel, God fulfills the promise. 
 

Light two candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. 
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, gently lead them homeward. 
 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT PRAYER 
We praise you, O God, for this circle of light that marks our days of 
preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on this wreath, 
kindle within us the fire of your Spirit, that we may be light shining in 
the darkness. Enlighten us with your grace, that we may welcome others 
as you have welcomed us. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose 
coming is certain and whose day draws near. AMEN. 
 

THE FIRST READING  Isaiah 11:1-10 
1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall 
grow out of his roots. 2The spirit of the L  shall rest on him, the 
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the 
spirit of knowledge and the fear of the L . 3His delight shall be in the 
fear of the L . He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by 
what his ears hear; 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and 
decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth 
with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the 
wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and 
faithfulness the belt around his loins. 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the 
fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 7The cow and the bear 
shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat 
straw like the ox. 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 9They will 
not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of 
the knowledge of the L  as the waters cover the sea. 10On that day 
the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall 
inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 

PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19—Read Responsively 
1Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s 
 son; 
2that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice; 
3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the hills, in 
 righteousness. 
4Let him defend the needy among the people, rescue the poor, and 
 crush the oppressor.  



 

 

5May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to 
 another. 
6Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers that 
 water the earth. 
7In his time may the righteous flourish; and let there be an abundance of 
 peace till the moon shall be no more. 
18Blessed are you, L  God, the God of Israel; you alone do 
 wondrous deeds! 
19And blessed be your glorious name forever, and may all the earth be 
 filled with your glory. Amen. Amen. 
 
THE SECOND READING  Romans 15:4-13 
4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so 
that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might 
have hope. 5May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you 
to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so 
that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for 
the glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the 
circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm 
the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might 
glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,  “Therefore I will confess you 
among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name”; 10and again he says, 
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 11and again, “Praise the Lord, all 
you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”; 12and again Isaiah says, 
“The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in 
him the Gentiles shall hope.” 13May the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
GOSPEL VERSE  “Wait for the Lord” 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 3:1-12 
1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is 
the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one 
crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight.’ ” 4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt 
around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people 
of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along 
the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 
baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee 
from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume 
to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God 
is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax 
is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11“I baptize you with water for 
repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am 
not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing 
floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire.” 
 

THE MESSAGE Vicar Emily Whitlow 
 

SONG OF RESPONSE: “Blessed Be the God of Israel” 



 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his  only Son, our Lord. He was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate and was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in  the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and  the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
(NEW MEMBER RECEPTION) 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
After each petition— God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
THE PEACE 
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.  
People: And also with you. 
 
PRE-COMMUNION SONG “In Silence We Wait” 

THE MEAL 
All of God’s people who believe in Jesus Christ as Lord are invited to His table 

for Holy Communion. When someone cannot receive either the bread or the 
wine, it is permissible to receive only one element, being assured that the full 

gift of the Lord’s Supper is received. Please follow directions as you come 
forward to the communion table. Prefilled fellowship cups are also available. 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

THE PARTAKING OF COMMUNION 
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COMMUNION SONG  
 

THE PASTORAL BLESSING 
 
THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER  
Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing 
heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day 
when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by 
this holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth 
in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. People: Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in 
the grace of the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. People: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG:  “Freedom is Coming” 

[A leader may sing the words in parentheses] 
 

Verse 1 
(Oh, freedom,) Freedom is coming. 
(oh, freedom,) Freedom is coming. 

(oh, freedom.) Freedom is coming. Oh, yes, I know. 
(Oh, freedom,) Freedom is coming. 
(oh, freedom,) Freedom is coming. 

(oh, freedom.) Freedom is coming. Oh, yes, I know. 
 

(Oh, yes, I know.) Oh, oh, yes, I know. 
(Oh, yes, I know.) Oh, oh, yes, I know. 

(Oh, yes, I know.) Oh, oh, yes, I know. Oh, yes, I know. 
(Oh, yes, I know.) Oh, oh, yes, I know. 
(Oh, yes, I know.) Oh, oh, yes, I know. 

(Oh, yes, I know.) Oh, oh, yes, I know. Oh, yes, I know. 
 

Verse 2 
Oh, Jesus. 

Jesus is coming. 
Oh, yes, I know. 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is near. Thanks be to God. 

Serving Today 
Presiding Minister:   Pastor Rachel Connelly 
Lay Assistant: Vicar Emily Whitlow 
Lector:  Grace Schmeelcke 
Greeters:  Frieda Cobb and Trish Sears 
Director of Music:  Carla Padgett 
Musicians:   Tom Ward, Ray Burroughs,  
   Dave Devoe, Marcia Lyle 



 

 

The Bell Tower— Ministry News 
In December, St. John’s will give you the opportunity to give a holiday 
gift that keeps on giving. We will be hosting a “Fair Trade Christmas 
Market.” You will have the opportunity to shop at our boutique and 
purchase handcraft items made by master artisans around the world. These 
unique gifts will be treasured by those who receive them. Your purchase 
gives the gift of income to help support the family of each artisan. 
Dates and times are: 
 Sunday, December 4th from 10am-1pm (St. John’s members) 
 Friday, December 9th from 6pm-9pm 
 Saturday, December 10th from 12 noon-7pm (Tour of Churches) 
 Sunday, December 11th from 10am-1pm (St. John’s members) 

Poinsettia Order Form 
 

 Your Name: ___________________________ 
 

 Your Phone Number: ___________________ 
 

Circle One: In Honor or  In Memory of:  
_________________________________________ 

Circle One: In Honor or In Memory of:  
_________________________________________ 

Cost per plant is $12.00. Amount per order form: $__________ 
 

Please return this form and a check to the Church Office by December 18. 

 
YOU ARE INVITED SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11 
 TO A CONGREGATION GATHERING AND 

LUNCH PROVIDED 
12:30—2:00PM  

 IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL 
 

Do you remember the congregational survey that was shared over the 
summer? Have you been wondering what the Strategic Planning Team 
has been up to? Would you like to meet and hear from our consultant, 

Mitzie Shaefer? Plan now to come and hear what St. John’s members put 
forth in the survey. See what the leadership has been at work doing to 

help mold and visualize goals and plans for the future based on what the 
congregation has said is important in our life together. 
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Our Church Family 
LaTosha Simpson, healing 
Thelma Miller, shingles 
Ann Brackett, breast cancer/treatment 
Jackson Drennon, healing from Chiari syndrome/surgery (grandson of Pruitt’s) 
Judy Nelson, healing from sickness 
Bill Hughes, recovery from knee replacement 
Tiffany Chapman, healing/chemo treatments 
Beth Davis, surgery/healing from fall 
Lois Cooley, healing/comfort 
Dave Lewis, healing 
Annie Henry, recovery from hip surgery 
Jana Snelgrove, healing 
Baby Liam Plowden, continued growth and healing 
Christy Bryson, health 
 

Those Grieving 
The family of Eugene Marcom in his death, brother to Ann Biemann, uncle to 
Laura Sloan 
 

Our Elders at Home or Assisted Living 
Brenda Cantrell, home 
Linda Humphries, home 
Doug Deane, (hospice) 
Betty Sosebee, Residence at Park Place 
Jeanne Welch, home, healing 
Dottie Brandt, healing at Lila Doyle 
Jack Campbell, home 
Peg Turner, The Oaks 
Jenine Baldus, home care 
Julie Corbett, home care 
Marie Palmatier, home 
Betty Wallace, Belvedere 
 

Other Prayer Concerns 
All those affected by natural disaster—especially victims of Ian 
Bishop Ginny Aebischer and our Synod Staff 
Our elected leaders, for continued wisdom  
All military personnel 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Our Extended Family and Friends 
Ken Burnside, chemo/radiation (cousin of Barbara and Paul Wilson) 
Joey Kuemmerer, open heart surgery (cousin of Barbara and Paul Wilson)  
Sara Pike, breast cancer/treatment (daughter of Dean and Anne Fogel) 
Volanté Roberts, breast cancer (friend of David and Cathy Plowden) 
Wilma Cobb and Family (family of Frieda Cobb) 
Debra Turk, treatment of breast cancer (daughter of Delores Kreuger) 
Perry Shearouse, treatment of cancer (cousin of Delores Kreuger) 
Michael Hertica, recovery from burns (cousin of Jan Long) 
Mabel Grant, healing (friend of Carolyn Brandt) 
Barbara Vigneault, healing from lymphoma (friend of Williams) 
Chris Dodson, healing from surgery (Daniels) 
Diane Rivers, treatment for cancer (sister of Bill Brackett) 
Tara Nolan, cancer (friend of Anne Fogel) 
Doug Wilson, continued healing (Tina Barrett) 
Jacqulyn Moore, healing/MS (niece of Kathy Scherter) 
Bennie Smith, health (nephew of Wards) 
Donnie Winkler, healing (friend of Patty Shepard) 
Ida Smith, brain bleed (friend of PJ Daniels) 
Jaime Henry, heart issues (son of Annie Henry) 
Bryce Easton, cancer (family of Fredi Hallman) 
Kay Davis, cancer (friend of the Daniels) 
Betty Watkins (friend of Betty Sosebee) 
John Heasley, diabetes (son-in-law of  Johnsons) 
Dohnvan (grandson of Kathy Scherter) 
Tom Tyree, cancer (friend of Sears) 
Harold Smith, heart  (friend of Tina Barrett) 
Jennifer Rowe (friend of the Nortons)  
Dolorico Perez (father of Josie Perez)  
Eddie Harper, health (husband of Diane Harper) 
Eve Mills, cancer (niece of Francoise Fussell) 
Lauren Hartman, Lyme disease (daughter of the Bowmans) 
Gina Daly, health  (daughter of Bob Johnson)  
Lily Sander (granddaughter of the Johnsons) 

Please let the church office know of 
any updates to our prayer list. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg  Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted  by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies  Annual License #26326. NRSV Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Music permission 

CCLI,   #11166774.   
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St. John’s Lutheran Church, ELCA 
301 W. Main Street, Walhalla, SC 

www.stjohnswalhalla.org 
Facebook — St. John’s Lutheran, Walhalla 

The Reverend Dr. Rachel Connelly 
Cell: (910) 515-0897 or Email: stjohnspastorrachel@gmail.com 

 
Vicar Emily Whitlow, Seminary Intern 

Cell: (803) 587-3113 or Email: stjohnsvicaremily@gmail.com 
 

Alicia Rannou, Administrative Assistant 
(864) 638-6363 or Email: stjohnsluther@gmail.com 

Office Hours 
Monday 8:30am-12:30pm 

Tuesday– Friday 8:30am-1:30pm 

Additional St. John’s Staff 
Ray Burroughs, Facilities Manager 

Carla Padgett, Music Director/Organist 
Joan Lewis, Spiritual Gifts Coordinator  

Patty Shepard, Youth Director 
Tiffany Chapman, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

Congregational President Jan Long 

Our tithes and offerings are an important part of our faith journey. Electronic offerings 
may be given through GIVELIFY.   
You may also go to our website: www.stjohnswalhalla.org and access the secure 
giving button.  


