
  

 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
March 17, 2024 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, ELCA 
Walhalla, South Carolina 

9am Worship 

St. John’s Fellowship Hall 



�

 

Welcome to Worship! 
The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this 
Lent is the promise God makes to Moses: those who look on the bronze 
serpent will live. In today’s gospel Jesus says he will be lifted up on the 
cross like the serpent, so that those who look to him in faith will live. 
When we receive the sign of the cross in baptism, that cross becomes the 
sign we can look to in faith for healing, for restored relationship to God, 
for hope when we are dying. 

PRE-GATHERING MUSIC  
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GATHERING SONG “Spirit, Open My Heart”  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Refrain 
 Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living. 
 As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving. 
 Spirit, open my heart. 
 
 God, replace my stony heart 
 with a heart that's kind and tender. 
 All my coldness and fear 
 to your grace I now surrender.  Refrain 
 
 Write your love upon my heart 
 as my law, my goal, my story. 
 In each thought, word, and deed, 
 may my living bring you glory.  Refrain 
 
 May I weep with those who weep; 
 share the joy of friend and neighbor. 
 As I live from day to day, 
 love will be my finest labor.  Refrain 

 
Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947 
Text © 1996 Pilgrim Press. All rights reserved. 



  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who writes the law on our hearts, 
who draws all people together through Jesus. Amen. 
Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of 
one another. Holy God, we confess that we are caught in snares of sin 
and cannot break free. We hoard resources while our neighbors are 
hungry and cold. We speak in ways that silence others. We are silent 
when we should speak up. We keep score in our hearts. We let hurts 
grow into hatred. For all these things and for sins only you know, 
forgive us, Lord. Amen. 
Here is a flood of grace: Out of love for the whole world, God draws near 
to us, breaks every snare of sin, washes away our wrongs, and restores the 
promise of life through ☩ Jesus Christ.     
 

OPENING SONG:   “Open Our Eyes, Lord”   

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING  
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy 
you receive our prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the 
Spirit, that through life and death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Open our eyes Lord 
We want to see Jesus, 
To reach out and touch Him 
And say that we love Him. 
 
Open our ears Lord 
And help us to listen, 
Open our eyes Lord 
We want to see Jesus. 
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THE FIRST READING           Jeremiah 31:31-34 
31The days are surely coming, says the L , when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like 
the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand 
to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I 
was their husband, says the L . 33But this is the covenant that I will make 
with the house of Israel after those days, says the L : I will put my law 
within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to 
each other, “Know the L ,” for they shall all know me, from the least of 
them to the greatest, says the L ; for I will forgive their iniquity, and 
remember their sin no more. 
 
Psalm 51:1-12— Read Responsively 
1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;  
in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, and cleanse 
me from my sin. 
3For I know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me. 
4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 
so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.  
5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness,  
a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me,  
and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean;  
wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 
8Let me hear joy and gladness;  
that the body you have broken may rejoice.  
9Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness. 
10Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
11Cast me not away from your presence,  
and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
12Restore to me the joy of your salvation  
and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 
 

THE SECOND READING              Hebrews 5:5-10 
5Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed 
by the one who said to him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; 
6as he says also in another place, “You are a priest forever, according to the 
order of Melchizedek.” 7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers 
and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save 
him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent  
submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he 
suffered;  



  

 

9and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation 
for all who obey him, 10having been designated by God a high priest 
according to the order of Melchizedek. 
 

   Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel 
 

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL            John 12:19-33 
19The Pharisees then said to one another, "You see, you can do nothing. 
Look, the world has gone after him!" 20Now among those who went up to 
worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21They came to Philip, who was 
from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see 
Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and 
told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of 
Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls 
into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears 
much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their 
life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must 
follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves 
me, the Father will honor. 27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I 
say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have 
come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from 
heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd 
standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel 
has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your 
sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of 
this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the kind of death 
he was to die. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

 
 
 

LENTEN VERSE 
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THE MESSAGE                                                Vicar Olga-Maria Cruz  
 
SONG OF RESPONSE:      “Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery” 

 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate and was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
After each petition— Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 
THE SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 

 
 
 

THE OFFERING 
Our gifts and offerings are gathered for the mission of the church.  

Plates are passed by the ushers.  

Tree of Life and awesome myst'ry, 
in your death we are reborn; 
though you die in all of hist'ry, 
still you rise with ev'ry morn, 
still you rise with ev'ry morn. 
 

 We remember truth once spoken, 
love passed on through act and 
word; 
ev'ry person lost and broken 
wears the body of our Lord, 
wears the body of our Lord. 

 Christ, you lead and we shall follow, 
stumbling though our steps may be; 
one with you in joy and sorrow, 
we the river, you the sea, 
we the river, you the sea. 
 
God of all our fear and sorrow, 
God who lives beyond our death, 
hold us close through each tomorrow, 
love as near as ev'ry breath, 
love as near as ev'ry breath.  

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 
Text © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. 
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  



  

 

THE OFFERTORY:   “Create in Me a Clean Heart” 

THE MEAL 
 

All are welcome at the table of communion 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
 

COMMUNION HYMN:  “As the Grains of Wheat” 

 
 

THE PASTORAL BLESSING 
 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Assisting: Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable 
grace. As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, now make us one loaf 
to feed the world; in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life. Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING  
Pastor: Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed. God 
bless you and keep you, shower you with mercy, fill you with courage, 
and ☩ give you peace. Amen.  

OFFERTORY PRAYER  
Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. Bless these 
gifts that we have gathered that all people may know your goodness. 
Feed us not only with this holy food but with hunger for justice and 
peace. We pray this in your name. Amen. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, that I might serve you; 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, that I might be renewed. 

So fill me and heal me, and bring me back to you. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, that I might serve you. 

  Refrain 
 As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill 
 were gathered into one to become our bread;  
 so may all your people from all the ends of earth  
 be gathered into one in you. 
 

 As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst, 
 may we share the presence of your love.  Refrain  
 

 Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come 
 all creation shares this feast with you.  Refrain  
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SENDING SONG:  “O Christ the Same”   

DISMISSAL  
Assisting: Go in peace. Share your bread. People: Thanks be to God. 

Serving Today 
Guest Pastor:  Rev. Chris Heavner 
Lay Assistant: Vicar Olga-Maria Cruz  
Lector: Patty Shepard 
Greeters: Gary & Barb Bowman 
Musicians:  Carla Padgett, Tom Ward,    
   Ray Burroughs, Dave Devoe 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg  Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted  by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies  Annual License #26326. NRSV Bible, copyright 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved. Music permission CCLI,   #11166774.   

 O Christ the same, through all our story's pages, 
 our loves and hopes, our failures and our fears; 
 eternal Lord, the king of all the ages, 
 unchanging still amid the passing years: 
 O living Word, the source of all creation, 
 who spread the skies, and set the stars ablaze, 
 O Christ the same, who wrought our whole salvation, 
 we bring our thanks for all our yesterdays. 
 
 O Christ the same, the friend of sinners, sharing 
 our inmost thoughts, the secrets none can hide; 
 still as of old upon your body bearing 
 the marks of love, in triumph glorified: 
 O Son of Man, who stooped for us from heaven, 
 O Prince of life, in all your saving pow'r, 
 O Christ the same, to whom our hearts are given, 
 we bring our thanks for this the present hour. 
 
 O Christ the same, secure within whose keeping 
 our lives and loves, our days and years remain, 
 our work and rest, our waking and our sleeping, 
 our calm and storm, our pleasure and our pain: 
 O Lord of love, for all our joys and sorrows, 
 for all our hopes, when earth shall fade and flee, 
 O Christ the same, beyond our brief tomorrows, 
 we bring our thanks for all that is to be. 

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926 
Text © 1984 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission  

We welcome Pastor Chris Heavner today as our presider at worship. 
Thanks Pastor Chris, for sharing in worship leadership while Pastor 
Rachel is away. 



  

 

The Bell Tower— Ministry News 
Gospel of John Lenten and Easter Study –  

Tuesdays/11am in the Sanctuary 
The purpose of the Gospel is that people might have faith, 
and faith is a relationship of trust in God and Jesus Christ. 
Come explore with others this engaging and profound Gospel 
as you are invited to go deeper into your understanding of 
who Jesus is and what it means to be related to God through him. 

Order your Easter lilies now. Cost per plant is $14.00. 
Deadline for ordering is Wednesday March 20, 2024. 
Order forms are available next to the Spiritual Ops 
table. Contact the church office with any questions. 

The Gloria Shealy Circle will meet on Tuesday, March 19 
at 5pm in the Fellowship Hall. We welcome any women of 
the church to join us for an Irish Corned Beef meal. Wear 
green and bring cans of green vegetables to donate to 
Lakeview Assisted Living. RSVP by email to Joan or Libby. 

On Wednesday, March 20, everyone is invited to a 
soup supper at 6pm followed by a service of evening 
prayer at 6:30 pm in the Sanctuary. This will be a special 
Service of Lament & Hope, written by our Vicar Olga-
Maria, to commemorate our COVID losses and lay them 
at the foot of the cross. This will conclude her internship 
project, Resurrection Song.  

MEET AT THE CROSS 
The Property Committee invites you to a clean up day for the 
lot on the corner of Church and Short Streets on Saturday, 
March 23, from 9am to noon. Bring your own gloves and 
tools. Contact Patty Shepard with any questions.  

SUNDAY, MARCH 24 – 10 AM 
Biggerstaff Strategic Plan Update 

 Come see what the Biggerstaff Team has been up to 
on Sunday, March 24 between our two worship services. Exciting 
visioning and planning based on the Strategic plan survey and input from 
congregational members has taken place. The team wants to share the 
landscape design and thoughts and hear feedback. More information, 
contact Keith Snelgrove, 703-403-3164 or Allen Harding, 864-723-5922. 
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Our Church Family  
Claudia King, cataract surgery/recovery 
Jan Day, surgery/recovery 
Fredi Hallman, surgery/recovery 
Jack & Lynne Williams, move to new home 
Charlie (health) & Debbie (lung cancer) Busch 
Joezie White, semester of study in Serbia 
Gary Cabbage (& Marsha), Gary stroke 1/12 — healing 
Frieda Cobb, upcoming surgery 
Brenda Safrit, healing 
Anne Fogel, tests 
Thelma Miller, healing 
Tiffany Chapman, healing 
 
Those grieving 
The Family of Jack Campbell 
Sharon Runge and family, loss of Pete 
The Family and Friends of Jenine Baldus 
The Family of Robert Campbell 
Bill Corbett and family, loss of Julie 
 
Our Elders at Home or Assisted Living  
Ann Biemann, home 
Brenda Cantrell, home  
Doug Deane, hospice at home  
Linda Humphries, home, rehab Lila Doyle 
Marie Palmatier, home  
Peg Turner, The Oaks  
Betty Wallace, Belvedere (has COVID) 
Bill Watt, home 
Jeanne Welch, home 
 
Other Prayer Concerns  
For Cpl. Lucas Watts and his family, and the Oconee County Sheriff’s 
Department. 
For those dealing with loss and fear from gun violence. 
For peace  in the Middle East, and comfort to those impacted by the 
violence there. 
For those recovering and those who are providing care and disaster 
response in the aftermath of recent natural disasters throughout the world. 
All military Personnel 
Bishop Ginny Aebischer and our Synod Staff   
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

Our Extended Family and Friends  
Pam Hester, Wet AMD left eye blindness (cousin of Ann Brackett) 
Ruth Williams, ovarian cancer (sister of Grace Schmeelcke) 
George Rogers, lung cancer (Micky’s half brother) 
Faith Connelly, (dementia/hospice care) 
Carolyn Burns, healing (friend of Jan Day) 
Dale Hampton, healing (friend of Jan Day) 
Kelsey, healing (daughter-in-law of Bowman’s) 
Kathy Quickel, recovery (Mike Goyne’s mother) 
Brandon Fong, loss of mother (friend of Carla) 
Stephen Gilliam, (father of Allen Gilliam) 
Larry Greene, lung cancer (brother-in-law of Patty Shepard) 
Zach James (son-in-law of Heavner’s) 
Kevin Hathcock, healing (Safrit’s family) 
Frank Guldner, healing 
Dan Huber, improving (Safrits)  
George Combes, healing (brother of Grace Lichtenwald)  
Mark Vassey, failure of transplanted kidney (Brackett)  
Ken Burnside, chemo/radiation (cousin of Barbara and Paul Wilson)  
Lauren Bowman, Lyme disease (daughter of Gary and Barb Bowman)  
Sara Pike, breast cancer/treatment (daughter of Dean and Anne Fogel)  
Diane Rivers, cancer treatment (sister of Bill Brackett)  
Tara Nolan, cancer (friend of Anne Fogel)  
Jacqulyn Moore, healing/MS (niece of Kathy Scherter)  
Bennie Smith, health (nephew of Wards)  
Jaime Henry, heart issues (son of Annie Henry)  
Kay Davis, cancer (friend of the Daniels)  
Betty Watkins (friend of Betty Sosebee)  
John Heasley, diabetes (son-in-law of Johnsons)  
Dohnvan (grandson of Kathy Scherter)  
Tom Tyree, cancer (friend of Sears)  
Harold Smith, heart (friend of Tina Barrett)  
Dolorico Perez (father of Josie Perez)  

Please let the church office know of 
any updates to our prayer list. 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church, ELCA 
301 W. Main Street, Walhalla, SC 

www.stjohnswalhalla.org      
Facebook — St. John’s Lutheran, Walhalla 

 

Pastor — The Reverend Dr. Rachel Connelly 
Cell: (910) 515-0897 or Email: stjohnspastorrachel@gmail.com 

 

Vicar—Dr. Olga-Maria Cruz  
Cell: (502) 644-0176 or Email: stjohnsvicarolgamaria@gmail.com 

 

Music Director—Carla Padgett 
Email: carla@carlasart.com 

 

Administrative Assistant —Melissa Rasley 
  (864) 638-6363 or Email: stjohnsluther@gmail.com 
  Office Hours    Monday—Friday 8:30am to 1:00pm 

 
Additional St. John’s Staff 

Ray Burroughs,  Facilities Manager 
Joan Lewis, Spiritual Gifts Coordinator  
Greg Harris, Congregational President 

Tiffany Chapman, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

Our tithes and offerings are an important part of our faith journey.  
 Electronic offerings may be given through the 

GIVELIFY app.   
 You may also go to our website: 

www.stjohnswalhalla.org and click on the “Give Now 
With Givelify” button 

 Another option is to scan this QR code to go directly to 
our Givelify page. 


